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UWSUBS; ^ 

. \ . HARRY T.-.M00RE - VICTIM 

(JLA"'-' HARREET'MaOORE - VICTIM 

CIVIL RIGHTS ' 


Rerep ASAC W. W, BURKF, Jr*, Miami, 1-1.11-52. 

There are enclosed herewith revised Pages 89 and 154 of 

rerep vfeich it is requeued be substituted* " f ' ^ }0 
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cc: Washington Field 
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MIMS, PEA. AND HE STATES PH oy 

,.H0ER op THO men INOUIHINO AT MIMS SUNDRY , 

, .TETYONE as to hereabouts op MOORE. I 1 

^eenpiptyoneas.i 
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;,M PIPTYONE AS.TO HEREAB 

«?«=> j„DAH mOM HE BELIEVES TO BE 

SHED NAMES OP ALEX SCHMITT AN , , GARDEN AREA. BACKGROUND 

active IN TERROIST g„g,,GTS. ADDITIONAL ACOUAINT- 

"""“"rsorrop MOORE interviewed at MIMS, PLA. BUT NO PERT- 

ANCES and ASSOCIATE coNTAIHSO 

j_, fspri) •pM'frnftMATTQ^^ ‘ * 

inent info developed. 
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Mr. Ch^g. 
Mr. Glavin 
Mx. Harbo, 
Mr. KoGsa 
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URGENT 


ATTN. ASST. DIRECTOR A. ROSEN 



UNSUBS, HARRY T. MOORE, HARRIETT MOORE, VICTIMS, DECEASED, CR. WALTER 
GRANT, OPERATOR OF COLORED CAFE, MIMS, FLORIDA ADVISES BELL BAKERY 
DELIVERY MAN FROM DAYTONA BEACH STATED ON DAY FOLLOWING BOMBING HE 
HEARD A RUMOR THAT A LONG CORD WAS FOUND AT SCENE OF BOMBING IMMEDIATEL’^ 
AFTER INCIDENT. CORD SUPPOSEDLY EXTENDED FROM HOUSE TO A DISTANCE OF 
ONE HUNDRED FIFTY FEET. EFFORTS BEING MADE TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW 
BELL BAKERY DELIVERY MAN. BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS CONTINUING ON ALL 
SUSPECTS PRIOR TO INTERVIEWS. 

WALL 


END 

ACK PLSE. 
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“»«w. KNitaa^ L«r 

S^SPONSIBLE POE BEATI* ANB-.SHOO^L, OP T « ! 

WHO STOU BSANTLEYS PISTOL JUST PRIOR ^MPLOYffi-’j 

years aso. background into BEINo 1 

BSOTHER EDGAR, GROCES IN COLORED OUARTERS raTf "" I 

PECTS SCHMITT, JUDAH, DAVIS AND JOHNS 

THESE SUSPECTS IN N,« rUTm ] ' “««««« w™' 

JOHNSON, ,®eTS same PHYSICAL DESCM^”^*’ “°™“-2La[SPECl^B. 

POSSIBILITY STILL 

TmORIST ACTIVITIES IN ORANGE COUNTY CAN BE “ POR^iJ 

IN INFO RE INSTANT CASE. .lOENTIFIED, MIGHT RESULT 
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tiiOR LAB. AOTIOW ANi> RRPORll' 



SUBJECT: UWTO'M SUBJECTS) AMSD 

HARRY T^IOORE) - Victim (deceased) 

HARRIE^p^MOORE; - Victim (deceased) 

CR 


There is be ing shipped iinder separate cover via American 
Rail^iray Express one box containing a portion of one of the ma%»esses on 
vjhich the vic tims were sleeping and S pieces of wood containing smoke and 
othe r blasting effe cts. Each piece of wood has -been wapped separately 
and the portion of ibhe mattress is unwrapped. 


to determine: 


It is desired the Laboratory examine the pieces of vrood 


1., Any pieces of' bronze or copper embedded in t he 
wood t o indicate whether or not a blasting cap 
w as used to detonate„the „un]mQw n-explosive char ge . 

2. 'Whether the grey foreign substances on one of the 
pieces of wooa can give any indicati on as to what 
type of explosive material was used. 


It will be observed by the Laboratory th at the portion of 
the mattress contains^ s everal breaJ^s in JJi e..-tickinf^ The mattress material 
should be~ex emined'tb~ determine whether a ny particles are con tained therein 
to indicat e whethe r a blasting cap was use d and ^y other f oreign materi al 
v;hich may be of some~X3^t on instant explo^on. > This portion of the 
mattress was orTtKe'b'Sttom' 'ahd'^the'^f t““cdHt^nin^ the brealcs in the tiplcing 
was next to the springs and immediately abovethe blast. For the information 
of the Laboratory this mattress was considerably Tiralked on by persons 
around the scene and therefore may contain some contaminated material from 
the shoes of persons vralking on the mattress. Therefore it is believed 
necessary to examine only the inner portion of the mattress for foreign 
.mat erial . ^ • 




All of this matter may be disposed of by the Laboratory 
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HARRY T. MOORE, Victim (deceased) 
HARRIETT MOORE, Victim (deceased) 
OR 


File # 

Lab. # PG-31935 FA 


Examination requested by: SAC, Mand. (44-270) 
Date of reference communication: Let 1-9-52 
Examination requested: Explosives 
Result of Examination: 


Date received: 1-14-52 

Rex 


Examination by: 


] be 
r :b7C 


Specimens submitted for examination 



(539 Part of a mattress 
Q40 through (5^ Eight pieces of wood 
¥7 
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9-12 AM EST 



Mf. Nichols 

Mr. Belmon t , 
Mr. Glegg_ 

Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Har 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Trac 
Mr. Laughlia 
Mr. Mohr.. 

Tele. Rood 
Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Gandya. 






rai^^IAMI 2-5-52 
HRECTOE, EBI U E G E M T 
ATTN. ASST, DIRECTOR A, ROSEN a 

WSUBS, HARRY T.^MOORE, HARRIETT KOORE, VICTIMS, DECEASM'^R 
FLORIDA ROVER COMPANY, WINKR GARDEN, HAS EEEEASED NO D^m TO 

“ ~ “ - - -- « ™ YEARS. COMPANY oLiaes 

Bai. BAKERY DELIVERYMAN, DAYTONA BEACH rnrMT-r --W, 

OBSERVED AT MOORr urcmm.^r, ^ 

R£SID|NCE, ''F MOORE 


END 


'■ ’ ■ {fbb 8 ti 2 ; 


ack pls 


M I«v 
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[ '* . , TfflS WEEK^ Florida,* in ;tli(5sa^ 

jwKere; hk/ martyred hrisband'S- were' held 

ustjeyen days;befpre,:niourners from* many; states 

, to; pay their last /respects’" to Mrsi ^ ^ 

Karriet Moore and to* repeat with 
[added /emphasis the. vowI tc)| conr. 
jtinue^'^ the militant campaign ^tor 
jMegrp ' rights' which has . cost their 
(Uves^'^''^' v'-v*/ ' . - . 

^ Arid- as -pallbearei^ were lower- 
'feg,,the body of Mrs» Moore intpl 
the toamy' Elprida soil last.'Tues- 
|day,.^gi*y .demands ^increased for 
Jhefafrest\and.;pumsliment of* ffie. 
jwhite' ^;supremacy ./ assassins, who 
.placed "^the. fatkl/bomb/ under die, 

Moores’'^ bedroom last>vChrisiinas 
pay. tn Attorney General ‘J. How- 
ard McGrath's offices ' ivuWashing- 
itoh;. whsre: ^persecution pf civil 
pghts fighters heretofore, given 
priority, until there - was. ^au inter-, 
f uptipn ' hy graft and tax scandals. 







h McGRATH'told the. delegation,, 
led . by.v Walter. .tVhite, NAACP, 
^ndihcludmg Sep. >Adam;C. Powell 
Ind, ;a; /PJorida NAACif^/leader 
Edwin ,T. 'Davis, to vput- their 
riinds- at ease” -aifd repeated ^his 
^e fomiula /about ^instructioVs” 



of .protecting Negro^lifp and" prop- 
erty in ^'Florida/ the" NAACP ;,an- 
noiuiced,\lhat the group . planned 
a- formal reQ[uek, to ' trade * uiiions 
and' other organizations, to join in 
planning a ^ ‘ nation-\vide‘ protest 
work stoppage against Florida/ ter- 
ror. ’"The/ calk for labor J action" got 
immediate response from /^oups 
of, trade unionists,' Xhe union lead- 
ers \6fganizi^ to ffight genocide^ 
led 'by ‘JBej^old,, ^president of the 
I ntem atibiial.. JEur:_^ancL3Leather 
5yorkers/. J[Jnioh, ; anriounced' that 


they wouldrput/the work, stoppage] 
> calk before ^ i^etings , for /mdof se- 
mentr Ewart^Gji^ef, /s^tetary’' 
t]ceasiirer^b£«theXJM 
|.W.oj^r^Told’ The Worker- his,im- 
ion- and; f he ? .Greater New York 
Negro" Labor Comicil^ : of /which 
heis/chai^an,;*'stood ready to join 
with" aU labor and the/Negrp peo- 
ple in, observing, days of mourning,^ 
pthey t demonstrative ^actiorisj^; but 
above >11, a work^stoppage'led :by 

\ * PRESSXplEj for jh arre^fand 
punishment pf tKeModres* assassins 
wasf felt^alsp ^ih ^ Florida ■ Svhert^dek 
egatiohy/front mpre/than ; 12 /spates 
attending; Mrs, fMppre !| 


bbtained>h appointment Avitll Gov,’ 

Tr, _ TTT_ ' . T . T 1 ' *".1' ■' 


Fuller ,Wa^en. -Led*'by-'the veteran 
Negrp; womenVJeadeiy aruk'fomaer' 
editor, / . Mrsl '/‘Charlb tt^Bass , r the 
delegates placed yigorops demands,^ 
for action by* the;'Gdyernbr/;and* 
state ;officials./(pneLbf ; Mr./Mpof e> 
ifj^t >ct . was/to ’\vri|e : a /letter to v 
jGoy./:Warreii/ asking "that the ^tvyd ■ 
Gmveland ^Littlp. Scpttsboro! - de^- 
fendants-::One /of ' whom ' was;/later , 
killed \:and': /fhe^ " .bffiefVi'eriously/ 
wounded by^SlferiS Willis* MbQaU : 
Vhe placedin tbe/h&ds mf > -spe- 
cial Officer 'apppintedlby^me^iG 
embr),^/ ‘/;v 

/ /Districf ■ Distributive* ;Fre- ' 
cessing and'Office Workers Union, " 
pledged its// SOjQOOy ixieinbers ";to 
the fight Lor *j>stice 'in, Florida ' and 
its/ New ..yprlc/inemliers '.assembled 
from 12 mponHb *2 • p.-m."Friday,/ 
jan. , ll>i before/ tKe^:pffices/hf J the/ 
Departmentbf Justice , m/45" Broad*" 


mtodefers iof the, Moores; .. 


M'bT RECORDED 

47 MAR <18 1952 


NEW'YO^ Easr>Side cohstftu- 
.Qbts;o£; Fep..;!A^ ®eia>|py 

' jpm/bim>"/prpmise 
meak;VouU immediately / in;/GofL 
^ess^gamst/the/Elbrida; teribr>>^ 
atfodiice aW/anti-lyncfeg 'bi}!/;; , : 

/-New: / Jersey ■delbgatiori,| 
afo used *Jjy 

Iccal / police' brutality' practice 
against ‘.Negroes,/'^* Visited ' ’:Go\, 
A ^ed Fi 'Dris.cpll; deihanding tha^^ 
'he^lace*the state on record againsl 
the htrpcities. in Florida and move 
against pol|ce*brutali^ invhis b\yii' 
statei^._%, Y /%'- 

L v/Jn- &feb, sojitberir states; where 
hev® j/of what jliappeiiingf in 
Florida^ is' ; scant; ;the;^ Communist 
tear ty ^issued; leafle ^"'iIjformm 
'p'bbple bif tbePhrisimasjDay bonib- 
ing*‘and>'calling ; oA them to, act 
againsfe the white^supremacists;^ In 
Flpfidrii /ftliey. 'G>ihmi&istsy -asked 
citgehs ' to ‘compel fSe ;statp; and 
|varibuS">ity administratioh^^ get 
|to/ the^ro6t//df 'tlib -inattef.”’ They 
declared: .pointedly: . ; ’Z " ' , " 

^ ' “The/rpal root’ 'of this/}yidlence 
is/ the- oppresrion* of*. the 'Negro' 
people as expressedwlKedegalized 
practice fpf segregation^ and btlier 
forms of discrimmatibh;” - " 

' Sunilar sentimeritSvrihd/dpmands 
were 4ssded/jby^ 'Cprnmimists/ ui= 
jYhginia , andv Alabama.. / / ; " //- / 
fi 'Thb officials >re - stfiFdaw^Iiiig,- 
fcut ^/]h^t:iniinderoi:^.^;h^ "set:-, off 

^ fby ihe wlntesuplemam^^^ in Miin's, 
^|j£lQ]gda,/on>Ghri.s tm^S/Day ha^^*set 
\Qff:-a . cbain--;reacti6n?/o£' struggle' 
ye tAnay force” some ppsitiye 







Date / -/3 ■— 

Clipped at the Seat of 
Government ; 
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,fe 5JiliO|Ad2,5 '. I — ' 
"• 'V ‘I '..I,' M; ft.-' Conrad, ,'7142 ■ — 

" ’■ ■ ,4''i iJoMing,' '6228 18 —1. 

' ■' ’ ‘ ‘ V-.v'Mr.' Bowies, i7601 


1 n 


Mr; lar sons', ,7121 ; 


,i ,■' M , ■' - fsf \ n I 

/' '’ '*“iV ' '” J .’Lr'tf ' , 



SPEOIA^JMCTIDNS;' placfi' dateiof&’l&J show 

date o'f.'shipinent ahdj-nitid this, invoice; thei.'ieta'it'to oerion whose' namh is-'checked in.;Colninn at 
right,.. After this ‘eheched-^nanie^hah'hebjpitiiliei^ te’plkedin'administtatiVe fi’le.' 




W ' J- , {A. -: 


February 19.B2 


^Jr,« 5 -Jil.li^Utt '■ ;'■ V ' \ '■ . ,', • ■■ 

l6i^ Montagu© Strbet ' ■ ' ' 

Bro 9 lcl 3 b:i’ 2 , -ITey York- ■ ^ . ‘-h . . , -■ 

Dear Mr., Ta,yl;pi^J-. 

. - '':v, ../;^pur letter 30 » 195 ^, encibsing' 

a ■resolution of ■.thlt'/Kkeoutiye 'BpUrd‘ Of .feS^^(afo|>d‘Stuyveaaiit ’l'- 
I? eighboi?b6od .G oi mo 1-1 ; ; Iti c .- . 'has, been rep 

■ For your ' Inf Ormatfoni the .Attoirney General of .the ’ • 

Dnl'ted States has requested the. Federal Bureau of .Ihvestigati'oh 
to conduct- an ; Invest igati, on, to ..del^mihe the identity of those' ^ 
responsible : for tfee death of Harr?i^^oore at Minis , Florida, on ' ; 
Dsco^b®^ , 25 , ' l9^hk’ r^Byery^hing possible is . bei-hg done by ;this ; 
Bureau to identify, the? perWns re spphsibie ' for this,' 0 rime- and., ; 
the rOsults yof this, ihyestigation x^iir be' loade: available to f 
the;A'ttprnpy ffehOrhl,'. y,-. h .'1,' ' V 


SlhOerely . yours ,; 

, ; ’-;73r.= 'Eisar Hoover; 


'V.'.'.Ai'B immmoiitonm 

, PATE _,^ -/ d 

■^- 4118 ;'- ' ' 'r; - " 

- DS-T-:,n jp " ■■ . '• 


rohh Sdgaf ' fiobypr 
■ Director ' - . ' ' ' 
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■ .ko'-TOfereheps ih'-Bu^ files, •tdiich :c^ ,ba"d'de^tif.ied a#f pi^tainihg 
vto 'tjiiliam 11, ;IDaylbr -‘or Bedford: Stu3rye'sarLt?‘?*iiroighbofhoo(^:C5Sncil^ 
,-;ihc;.: per attached- se'a3‘Ch.- slip. V • jf'n ' f: ?'^5 . ;tt' ' 1 rdl : » *' i-. / 

'VyXv:.::;.:: y-;.: 
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UNITED 




X)iiO 0 tor, iBI (AISD) 

At&enbi<m$ Asoist^ IDirt^etoS' A« 
SAC,' IM. ■ 


GOVERNMENT 

DATEzJso^argr !$» 19^ 


SUBJECT;' { 


IE3EW SnBJE65?S| BssMs:^ dij . lEEKCBT SmsSCISf Bosibings of 
Carver ViHoge, Ed[is<s!i .CiSciter, Jet^uh SChcK^ mi C^ters^ 

Mami, ELoiicIa, September 22, ISaad, Florida 
.1951a ^ IIc3ve2a>©r 30, 1951 CSVIJr BIGHSS I 

c^mmB - .'''" 7.9 X- ^ 

(I2I ij4-.256) . . 


•:7 '/ 


^TSJKHCfkJII SCB^OTS; jBAEEO?, 



dim. ET ^BTS 
(I-EI 


SlB^ldSj Byiraaito IfcaMent, 
6»l?{sal Gat^olio Church, 
Florida ' 


GXm, HGiUS 
(El /siH^Tl) 


.A& reqjxested, there aro eaolosed JEgnjorarda describii^g the sta- 
pecta presently under, isvestigatien; la these cases as Tfuil as the 
lihea of investigatioa |a?esent3y being pursued* 


Enclosures: memor^sda re euapsots' instant esses- 


BE.4:©gh 




4 


i - - .§ 

1 , 


RE: UNKNOM- SUBJECTS; 

HARRY To MOORE, HARRIETT 
MOORE, VICTIMS ^ DECEASED 
CIVIL RIGHTS * ' 

(MIAMI FILE /(4-270) 

I. PRESENT SUSPECTS 

At the present time the suspects being considered are as follows: 

1. AMDY^RTENBERRY . . , 

ANDY. FORTENBEEIRY is still being' considered one of the main 
suspects in instant matter for reasons as were set out in Miami letter to 
the Director under date of January 6, 1952. 

Numerous interviews have been conducted "with individual residents 
of Brevard County 'who have been interested in the County politics, but who 
have been more or less connected with the side of DAVE NESBIT who defeated 
FORTENBERRY in the final election of November, 1950, for his position as 
County C ommi ssioner . -All of the mentioned interviews have resulted, in the 
findings that FORTENBEESRY co'iild have well been involved in such an act to 
further his political povrer in the County, though there have been no specific 
allegations that he did in fact do the job or have it done, 

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 

Arrangements are presently being made to confidentially follow the 
activities- of FORTENBERRY and it is contanplated that interviews will be 
conducted with those known indi'viduals 'who were acti've in the can^iaign on 
the side of FORTENBERRY, and to eventually interview the suspect himself . 

Time is being taken, however, to study FORTENBERRY* s reactions following 
open contact with those 'v-dio ^-Jill in all probability contact him after contact 
is 'made with them by Agents-. 

2. TILLMAN H ^ELVIN . • . 

3. EARL Jv ^OQELIN 

BELVIN and BROOKLYN are being considered as suspects as a result 
of information developed in Mims, Florida, while conducting routine inter-* ^ 
views amont the colored residents to the effect that two men had made inquiry 
at the Mims Confectionery Store during the latter part of July or the e^ly 
part of Au^st, 1951, regarding the whereabouts of HARRY T. MOCRE’s residence^ 

enclosure 




ReasonahiT nnmnlRt.p, riRsipriptions i*iere obtained from a colored resident 

named] | The description included the information that the 

larger of the two fellows was wearing coi^dDoy boots and a cowbc^ hatj the 
second, a much shorter one , was wearing some kind of a hunters cap • Realizing 
that the people around the cattle raising part of the state would be most 
likely to wear this type clothing, contact was made with Informants at 
Orlando, Florida* Informant, upon being furnished the description, immediately 
named BELVIN as answering same, and in answer to the second description named 
BROOKLYN, who constantly wears a baseball cap* 

i 

It has been determined that both of the named individuals are 
members of the Georgia Klein of KKK in Orlando, Florida; having been at one 
time ejqjelled for having taken part in militant activity without sanction 
of the organization. They with four or five other individuals, after ex- 
pulsion, had been reinstated by the administrative head from Atlanta, 

Georgia* Both of these individuals, as well as a number of others in the 
Orlando organization, are known to have very bad reputations and are known 
to be ve^ry anti-Negro* They are excellent suspects as they seem to delight 
in taking part in such activities, according .to the information developed* 

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 

Interviews are being conductsd in Orlando, Florida, for the 
purpose of developing background information relative to both BELVIN and 
BROOKLYN. Credit and criminal information is being determined* Arrangements 
have been made so that both may be confidentially covered with respect to 
reactions on the part of each. Open interviews with suspects are contem- 
plated in the near future* 

HE KKK* PARTICULARLY THE ORLANDO. FLORIDA BRANCH OT m GEORGIA KLAN 

This particular orgsuiization is being strongly suspicioned in 
view of the membership of the above-named suspects, and the fact that in 
and near Orlando, Florida during the past year there have been at least 
five acts of violence ' against Negroes. The belief has been eiqjressed by 
several of those interviewed in the Orlando vicinity that this particular 
outfit has been responsible for every single one of the incidents, 

BiVESTIGATIVE ACTION 

All information possible is being obtained during interviews with 
regard to BELVIN and BROOKLYN idiich would eventually connect the couplet e 
outfit with the bombing of HARRY MOORE’ S' home. Other investigation consists 
of contact with informants. 






te'ic 

44-270 




5. ^ MMCP , 

Suspicion in this direction still exists for the single reason 
that the organization has utilized to the Nth degree the publicity for 
propaganda purposes. 

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 

Investigation along this particular line of thought can only be 
conducted through Informants and intervievra* . Interviews iri.th members of 
the NAACP in the State of Florida -are being continued. 

6, THE COMMUNIST PARTY 

In view of the action taken on the part of many organizations, 
considered by the Attorne 5 r General to be subversive, by attending the 
funerals of Victims HARRY and HARRIETT MOORE jji organized bodies, and in 
one instance the passing of literature among those present, this angle 
cannot be discounted » 

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 

Investigation along this particular line is being continued 
through contacts with SI Informants. 
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liEDERAt EtUREAU'^E INVE^HSAfiotl 
as. DERARTMEHT OE JUSTICE 

e®«ATIOKSS£fiTIOH 

JAN^S m 
?z 





1-29-52 11-22 PM 

URGENT- 


lyfr* Belmont- 
Mr. Clegj^ — 
Ivlr, Glavin_ 
Haxbo^ 
ilr. 


Mr, Tracy™ 
Ml*- Lau^hlij 
Mr, Molu' — 

Mr. Neasa 



FBI^tflAMI 
^^ECTOR, FBI 

ATTN, ASST. DIRECTOR A. ROSEN 

UNSUBS, HARRY T^QOREV HARRIETT yiOORE, VICTIMS, DECEASED^ CR, 
REBUTEL JANUARY TWENTY EIGHTH LAST, PHOTOGRAPH IN VARIOU-^I^“§ 
EARL BROOKLYN, BELVIN AND FIVE RENEGADES VANISHED FROM ORLANDO 

* ^ I 

GEORGIA KLAN HAVE BEEN EXHIBITED TO 




AND 


AT MIMS., FLA. HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO LOCATE JOHN HENRY LEE, 
REV, JOHN M. MITCHELL, WHO ACCORDING TO OTHERS SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
IDENTIFY SUSPECTS CONTINUES TO DENY SEEING AND TALKING TO THEM. 


be 

:b7c 



SELECTED EARL BROOKLYN-S PHOTO AS INDIVIDUAL MOST NEARLY 
RESEMBLING ONE OF PERSONS INOUIRING AS TO MOORE-S WHEREABOUTS, 

WHEN PHOTOS OF OTHER SUSPECTS WITH PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION SIMILAR TO 


BROOKLYN-S HAVE BEEN OBTAINED, THEY WILL BE IMMEDIATELY EXHIBITED TO 


AND OTHERS. 


UNABLE TO -IDENTIFY ANY PHOTOS, 


OWrrj 
in 

B 

H 


DID NOT IDENTIFY BELVIN FROM CLEAR PHOTOS AS ONE OF 
PERSONS IN QUESTION, ADVISABILITjY OF PLACING SUSPECTS AND OTHER 



OM \i 


JO 

SCENE BELIEVE PHYSICAL SURVEILLANCES NOT FISaSIBLE AND WOULD JEOPARDIZE 
CURRENT^ItWESncmON^^^ INFORMANIS-JLNDJL^^^ 


MEMBERS RENEGADE KLAN GROUP UNDER PHYSICAL SURVEILLANCE HAS BEEN/>-;j ^ 

, RE€ORDEP 410 i H ^ 

CONSIDERED, ALL LIVE IN RURAL AREAS' OF/COUNT 


NTOWORKING AT 


T ENSION 



— END PAGE ONE— 


MEMBERS DUE TO INSTANT INVESTIGATION, 









PAGE TBO-- 

KETING PLACES OF KLAVERNS KNOWN AND CONSIDERATION HAS BEEN. GIVEN TO 
POSSIBLE SURVEILLANCE OF THESE PLACES IN FUTURE TO IDENTIFY OTHER 

I S 

MEMBERS WITH ADDITIONAL TESURS^ HAVE BEEN EFFECTED. IT IS BELIEVED 
THAT TESURS WITH OPEN INVESTIGATION WILL PROVIDE COVERAGE DESIRED. 
LOVI CK P. HAGEN , AGE SEVENTY TWO, SANFORD, FLA., PAST GRAND DRAGON O F 
GEORGIA KLAN, LATER SAME POSITION IN FLORIDA KLAN, WHICH WITHDREW 
CHARTER IN NINETEEN FORTYEIGHT AND DISBANDED , 

S TATED HAS NO INFO RE INSTANT CASES . CLAIMS RECORDS OF FLORIDA KLAN 
DESTROYED. ALSO STATED MOST MEMBERS'fLORIDA KLAN WENT INTO REACTIVATED 


ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA KLANS OR SOUTHERN KNIGHTS IN NINETEEN FORTYNINE. 

WALL 


END 

ACK PLS 

1125 PM OK FBI WA DP 

iiiliscv 





■■fv 




ALL INFORIUTIOM CONTAINED 
HEREIN ISmQLkBSl^mhJj 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF»JVEST(GXTICifl 
U. $. OEPARTOENT OF JUSTICE 

C@f.]rnTtO]^SS£GTiOt} 




11-10 PM 


FW MIAMI ^ ** v|-- 

/l^^ECTOR, FBI URGENT l/\ ^ ■ 

ATTN. ASST. DIRECTOR A. ROSEN ^ 

UNSUBS. HARRY Tf^MOOEE, HARRIETT MOORE, VICTIMS, DECEASE 
REBUTEL TWENTYEIGHTH INSTANT CONCERNING INFORMATION FURN 


f ^ Mi’i LOidd 
lit* 

S Jlr. ^ 

lit* 

RNWir j '• 

I Mr. Mohr-— =— 
Tde. Ro oTff — , 

^ ; Mr. Nease— =? 

i Miss ^pcir'==^^: 




iro j 

i\ 


INVOLVING CONVERSATION TANNER AND BEL™.\^^y 
INVESTIGATION ^ORLANDO HAS NOT REVEALED A NY INSTANCE IN ORAt^ COUNT Y 
IN WHICH DYNAMITE USED TO WHICH INFORMATION FURNISHED BY | | t 

MIGHT REFER EXCEPT INCIDENT INVO^I^G JJSE ^OF_^Y^MITE 
AT CREAMETTE IN ORLANDO REFERRED TO IN M Y TEL JANUARY TWENtYONE LAST. 

— . ■■ — lll■■i■■ l II riwii 1 TiTrr>w ^ — .. — 

HOWEVER TO DATE NO INFORMATION DEVELOPED IMPLICATING BELVIN IN 


CREAMETTE INCIDENT. 

^■1 miiiwiiiiir iiiiTWiWMBiiWlliliiiVljiawJIWMt^gia^ 


B ELVIN ADVISED HE HAS USED 



DYNAMITE IN PAST CLEARING HIS PROPERTY OF STUMPS, L AST TIME BE ING 
OV ER A YEAR.,AS O. CONVERSATION BETWEEN BELVIN AND TANNER MAY HAVE 

Ta 

REFERRED TO LAST TIME BELVIN USED DYNAMITE. AGENTS, INQU IRED OF 

pNNER AS TO BELVIN-S USE AND POSSESSION ClF DYNANITE . ^ TANNER, STAJED 

— - ■ — — _ _____ ■ :> 

TO HIS KNOWLEDGE NO ONE. JN.„THA,T_AREA_.HAD_.BEEN_ USING ..DYNAMITE. BELVIN 
MAY HAVE BEEN INQUIRING OF TANNER AS TO THE TYPE OF INFORMATION BEING 
SOUGHT BY THE AGENTS, WHETHER RELATED TO ORANGE COUNTY OR SOME OTHER 

LOCALITY AS BELVIN DID NOT COMPLETE HIS QUESTION BUT WAS INTERRUPTB'D^ 

, / 

BY TANNER STATING QUOTE NO IT WAS BREVARD COUNTY UNQUOTE. INVESTIGATBUN 

» 

I NFLECTS THA,T„J._B,..„^OHNSjD.N,. ORLANDO ^ P,5S^IBLX_IDENTICAL_l^ra iy ■ 

. Cab an^^eat ^ri^^T Arthur henry 


-^END PAGE ONE 

Tl F* P* !■.. ... 


mo. SHOT TA^Ij CAB A 

'.ra e 
fi-'se" 





PAGE TWO 

HOLLAND. ' c,6LQRER., QM-NJmT_OJ---JANUARYJTW£I,V,£^ASr-A.T WINTER - GARD EN ♦ 
^ILA . VJ.gTIM HQLLANDrS ■DESCR.I£TI.PN,J)IL,ONE_QE.J ^mS.^Cj^^ 

ABLY WITH THAT pF.„.J,OHNS.O& HOLLAND CLAIMED NEW BLUE HEN-RY J WAS ONE OF 
ItHREE CARS USED BY UNSUBS AND J^OHNSON IS OWNER OF NEW BLUE HENRY J* 
A CQUAINTANCE OF JOHNSON BELIEVES JOHNS ON PA RTICIPATED^IN^JEA'^^^^ 

HOLLAND AND INVOLVED IN EXPLOSZON-^QILCREAMETTE FROZEN CUSTARD STAND 

' 

NOVEMBER-.-ONE,LAS.T.^A-T^QB L-ANDO.. INVESTIGATION CONtSuING TO DEVELOP 
BACKGROUND RE JOHNSON AND OTHER SUSPECTS LEADING -UP TO INTERVIEWS 
WITH SUSPECTS. 


be 

:b7C 


INTER.VJE.WED .BUT REFUSED^ TO ID ENTIFY 


THE THREE WHITE MEN KNOWN TO HIM WHO BEAT AND SHOT HIM APPROXIMATELY 




TWO YEARS AGO AT WINTER GARDE N, FLA. 


INDICATED THAT AFTER 


ATTEMPTING TO ARRANGE FOR SAFE TY OF HI^S MRENTS HE- WOULD LATER 


FURNISH IDENTITY OF THE THREE MEN ON A CONFIDENTIAL BASIS. 


WALL 


ACK AND HOLD PLS 

i P 

11-23 PM OK FBI WA SJB ADN HOLD ING 





y 


Federal bureau of itwEsuGATioM 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

sseiiflii 

FEBW 1852 

mETYPS 



Harbo. 


I Ikir. LutijMin 

II £1?. iU'jiiiW. 

I Tiale. i.!iiE3 

i' iv5j';3 
f eaiLuV-. 


FB]y4lAMI 
Rector, fbi 


2-8-52 


10-47 PM EST ABF. 


'.URGENT 


ATTN. ASST. DIRECTOR A. ROSEN 






1 ^ ^vJCX-'vs^SWfV^ 

UNSUBS, HARRY MOORE , HARRIETT MOORE, VICTIMS, DECEASED, CR. - FRANCSS 
E. JACKSON, AKAJD^E,,..JX4y^^ OF ASSOCIATION OF 

GA. KLANS, INTERVIEWED TODAY, ^ADMITS KKK MEMBERSHIP PAST FOUR YEARS AND 
HOLDING ABOVE POSITION SINCE JANUARY ONE, LAST. D ENIED KNOWLEDGE OF 
P ERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR M OORE BOMBING BUT ADMIT S THAJ MOO^-S N AME W AS 
IffiNTlONE^N DISCUSSION OR IN NEWSPAPER ARTICLE RE^ AT KLAN MEETING. 


-EXPRESSED B ELIEF THAT NO MEMBER OF ORLANDO KLAN PERPETRATED MOO RE 
BO MBING^BUT ADMITS IT IS POSSIBLE THIS COULD BE DONE BY KLAN MEMBE RS 
W ITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE . JACKSON DENIED KNOWLEDGE OF. OTHER TERRORIST 
ACTIVITIES IN ORLANDO’ OR ORANGE COUNTY. A 




WALL 


ACK PLSE. 


10-51 PM OK FBI WA LEA 


A LEA ^ ^ 



'WfFR^ M 
21 1952 
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SAC, miwni (44-270) 

Dlreotop, JBI 

i . moors, kp al, 

CIVIL RIOHiS- 


information, I am endlosing 
T? letter addressed to the Bureau 

I'rom V/alter T^ite, "Executive 
Of CnwiA National Assoolatlon for the Advancement 

Sf nWeS tSSih:- -enoloaur*. 


January 23, 1932 


DST:dav 


' \Lt^' ■ 

r*>.. V I 
xtt O. ' 
C . Itl 

qrrc, 

. , 'CfSi 

O' ’ 

o' ^ «•> 


JAN 23 1952 



Mr* Walter White 
Executive Saci*etary 

National Association for the , ■ ■ 

Advancement Of Coipred People 
20 Wost.lj.6th StreOt , . . 

New York iSj New York 

Dear Mr. White: , ■ 

Yoxh? letter dated January 2, 1.952^ 
with an enclosure has been received* ; 

Your interest in referring a copy 
of this press release to me and ybur cooperatibh 
with the Federal -Bureau ef ,Invostigst|on.lhJ^' 
this matter are Indeed appreciated* “ "sf 

^ ^ ' ' ' V * 

»r* **•**'. 


■t«3; ‘ 


- 




. , 

. w .. 

vv 

■ELR;pdw:ra3. 

' rv" 


to ^ 

%0TE ; A copy of ^ Mp'^. ^mite '.sSaetter and'"' a copy of the 
enclosed press-'re'xlase .is being, furhi-shed^^to Miami for 
its inforraationg i-’ , 




,C- 


' .Sincerely yours |c .. fS. ' 

■ ■ ' JT, SdRar ■ Hoostsf&1.7?' 

^ ^ '' ^ ’ -is ff S.', 

' ,JS i ' 

John Edgar HoOVer T 
Director ,''; 


'.iV 




' ^ 6 3 ^ 1 ^ M 'l/8/9? 


^.9 

fi r»£y bL-in2:n. 

.3 S 

-ueOi;. 


'jAN ID 1952 

UCjhili\ ■ 
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2'd£far(^ , . 

b B i 




■■ ■ 


‘ C^BLE ADDRESS! NACAPEOPLE. N, 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

20 WEST 40TH STREET NEW yORK-1 8, N. y. 








>■ f^apik>*.,^ee'cH •- 






1.^ 

*v 


E^lOXif 



.NAAGP,.: 




j • T ■ s ♦ , '"' U» i t*\ * ' {\ 

■division,' 0! 

■' ’ {J iTaniiary 2, 1952 


r 


[/Mr, Tolso 
^Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nifehola 
Mr. Belmont, 
Clegg. 
Mv, Glaviii, 
Mr. Harbo, 
Mi^ Rosen. 
?'Sv!Trac^__ 

Mr> tangyifl. 
,Mi*. Moln*.._ 
Tele. Ropjii, 
Mr 

^lux* Ga^dy. 





Dear Mr* Hoover: 

I thought you might be interested in seeing 
the enclosed syndlc.ated£col^lDln-; I^ wrote a,bout the 
Mims, Florida bpmbi'ng 'and' Vhe~ jo^v;.the P. B. T 'is 

doing. ' ^•'"', '■■•■;' 

.At'/their reqiaeSjt, fir-arranged Tpij,. Messrs . 
Webb Burlce and Frank • Meech; to, fta.lk with\Mrs. : Moore, 
despite .^tlie fact. -that her- condition ..whs s't ill quite 




/ :/ y Walter White 
:’ Executiye;j^ ^ ’ . 


■ /' ■' 


.• 'i> 


r 


. Mr, J.' Edgar Hoover\‘ ., ' 
.^Department of Justice ■ ' ' , ■ 

/*"iPederal Bureau of ; Investigation 
' 'Ci Washington, D.' C. ■ - ' 

; VifW^ePb \ , - . ■■, . ■ 

Enclosure ' ? . 


J 






H V/ 

■ ■, -iX'-:: ■' 
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• Official Organ: The Crists [ •; 


25«SE^ 
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HA7lO^^Al OFfSPir 
Prindint 

, Arthur B. Spjti^ifri 
hhAtrthan 9f tht P0*rt{ 
Or# Uui? T, Wright , 
ykt^Pruidtnu 
UttY t/cUod Bfitfhun* 

Hannle H* Burrought 
Hon. Arthur Crtppnr 
Cothbftft 

H&n# Hurry £*Oflyit 
Ctthob John AfcGroga 
RflV. John Haynsi Holmei 
Dr. WillUm Uovd Imtt 
Hon# lr« VA J4yn« 

Eugitn* Mirtin 
Iiadoft Martin 
H.UMHchfl!! 

U Po*r| Mtkhott 

Htwbolc! Morris 

Hon; Waynv Morso 

T, G# Nuttar 

At Philip Randolph 

Ray. Jamct H* RobihJon 

ltd Smollt ■ ' ^ ^ 

Willord $. Townwnd 

Bishop J# WdUs 

^ , Ttfaiurtr 

Or# Ali*n Knight Ch*tni*rt 
ASiUtAni Tr/etunr 
Dr. Chapning H. TofaUs 






6KeCOTr;^^PlC6RS 

V/aiterV/hiU L:tMUhgSf0mry^ 
Roy V/fttfrls AAminbirakp 

Thijrg?j)td UarsKall 5//rw/ lU^jtnA 

f fanry Lno Moon 

Cdoikr Current 

, })fU0rr 0 / Ufanth/t 

fiobnrt i, C^ifter 
Jack Grconberq 
Contfniice Motley 

f A / idat Ct*un$d 

^ I tidii t ^ AVfiyr rti j _ 

TUflwft L, Wright Yoiiift Si^fofy 

lAYACriOhr 

Ruby Horloy FifU Srttdtttfei 

Uifdr P. Boilcy 

fiornartl 0rown 

John W. Fldmnr 

Herbert Hill 

Oerenico Hopper 

JigJdfttd Futd SsttthtrifA 
Donatd Janes , lUUi'J^^dSkitftapy 
frantlih H.V/miamS 
//Vii i rnm UrffUjiuit Sat(P<irf.CnunsA 
CMrenco Mitchell 

t)lrp((^r, H*iithhytMl iiumtn 
Eeflff W, Fisher 

. UuMrih MHsi Jrnihvjyim Jh\rcait 
Wo(W P, OffiitK Jf. ^ / ! ‘ 

, . Chu^h Sf<rfiQP^ 

Jdmei W. Ivey 

4 ' \ VtiUrji’f Vhf (7ffrrj 




■K 

Allaitli.Gt. 

^ Satfimbr*, Md, 

i^-BoitoK, Mass, 
jirt Canldhn, N# J. 
n; Charlotte. N. C. 
Xhlcago, lit, 
'Cinctonatl, Ohio 

^i^^D*tte7t,,Mich,.. 

FiInt;iMich, 
FK^^ofth, Tex. 

/ Grewvrich. Conr) 
H^tord» Conn, 


Dr, Benianiin E. K(ay* 

Ullie M. JecIctbn 
CarrMUrphy * ^ - 

. Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers 
Dfr Ulysses Wldgins* ‘ 

Kelly M‘ Alexander 
Ban 8, DIcherson 
Theodore Mi Berry m 
Dr.- Nathan K. Christopher 
A( Macio Smith 
pr, James Jt McClendon 
Walter Reuiher 
Dr, J. Leonidas Leach 
,Dr* Coorge D, Flemmingi 
. Alfred, Baker Lewit 
Dr. Allen F, Jac)csbfl~ 


Hycfe Park, H, Y# 
Jarnaica, N. Y, 
Kansas City 'Mo. ' 
Lawrencoi Ni Y. = , 
L6f*AhgMei; Calif, 

. NovrarJe, N. Ji , 
HoW York, Ni Y. 


OF DIRECTORS 

Eleanor Rbosflvelt ' ' ' 
Ralph J. Bunche 
Call ft. Johnsori 
\ Rabb^,Jpdi^h Caftn 
Norfnan O, Honsfoh ^ ‘ 

- jSrace B. FendarSo't 
'UlIMn A, Alexander , 
Algcrnori D, Black 
Hoii. Hubert T,.DolJny 
' Lfiv/ls, 5, Gannett > 

' Jfahn Hamni^dnd - ' ^ 

Hon. Herbert H, Lehman 
Dr. O. Clay Maxwell 
Amy E, Spmgarn 
, Arthur B. Spingatn 
Pr. Chenning H. Tobiei 


* Mew Vorlt, N.Y. 

' Northampton, Mass, 
Oklahoma City, OVJ# 
Orange. N. J# . 
Philadelphia, Pa. ^ 

4 - •; -1 '* ' 

' Pittsburgh, P^.^’ ^ ^ 

Wchrnbncl,Ve, - 
Savannah, Ga. 
Tuskegeo, AM. 
Washington, D. C. 


Palmer VVftber 
JDr, L'ouU T, Wright 
' S# ftalph.HarloW 
JRotcoe Dunjee 1 
- Sapiual VMlhams 
Dr# Harry J, Grecnb 
Horn William H. HastU 
Theodora Spaulding .. 
Daisy Er Larnpkin 
: Josila M, Vann 
‘ Dp. J. M. tinsiey. 
WastUy W, Uw 
Dr. Joteph A* Berry 
, Dr. W. Montagu* Cobb 
Philip Murrey 


NATIONAL LEGAL COMMlHEE 


Atlanta. Ga. 

' Birmingnam, Ala, 
Cambridge, Mass, 
Charleston, W.Va. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
ChlcagpiJH, 


Cincinnati, Ohio 
Dallas, Texas 
Erie, Pa. 

Houston, Texas 
Ithaca, N.Y. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Los Angeles, Calif, 


A. T.WaIde;i , . 

Arthur D* Shores 
Boidnmin Kaplan 
T. G. NuHar 
Maurice M. Weaver 
Earl B. Dickerson „ . 
Sidney A. Jones, Jr, 

W. Robert Ming, Jr. 
Loflng B. Moore 
Theodore M. Berry ^ o 
W.J. Durham d \\ 
Wtlliarn F* llllg 
Arthur J. Mandat! 

• Milton ft. Konvifx 
Carl R. Johnson 
Thomas L. Griffith^ Jr. 


jlps’ Angeles, Calif; 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Now York, N, Y. 


soiisni' JO ' 1.130 


WdOE £ f 'mr' 


Robert W. Kenny 
Loren Milfer 
7. Alexander Looby 
Harry Srngg 
William Coleman 
Bartley Crum 
Joseph Dyer 
Morris L. Ernst 
Lloyd Garrison 
Arthur Garfioid Hays 
Osmond K. Fraehkcl 
Paul Kern 

Karl N. Llewellyn :\,'; 
James Marshell ^ 

Shad Poller t sf , ' 

Louis Poilflk • ' ' 

San;iuol I, Rosenman 
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- • . J-, w ‘^trolt, MIeh. '■Or. Janies J. MeCl.ndon 
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^ansfon, III. * ‘Sr. dT Edmund Bryant 

Kansas Cifyj Kan, Dr. A. Porter Davis 
Los Angeles. Calif. Pr. Emory L Robinson 
AOuisvino, Ky, pr, J A, C. LaHimors 
.New Haven, Conn. Ur. John P. Peteri 
iS^e^Yofk, N< Y. Dr. Ernest R. AtesanUtr 
Dr. Viola Wi Bernard 


iS.®. 


Now York, N. Y. 

Philadotphia. Pa. 
Raleigh, N. C., , 
Richmond, Va. 

Sf. Louis/Mo.^ 
Tulsa, Okla# 
Washington# 0, C. 


1 Wilmington, D^.t. 

* Winstbn-Salem, N. 


Andrew D, We^berger 
Herman 7a nd,^^ 

Theodore Sp^^mg . 
Herman L. Ta^r ' 

Oliver W. Mill , 

A r 


^orV. N. Y. 


OpefoUsas. la. 

Ban Antonio, Texas 
Tuiia, OMa. 
Washington, D, C. 


Dr^ Ernest P. Seas " 

Dr, Russell L, Cecil 
Dr. Harold 1. EliU 
Or, Henry C. Falk 
Dr. Myra Logan 
Dr, Theodora M, Sanders 
Df. Robert S. Wllkinion 
Dr. Louis T. Wright 
Or. A. C, Terrance 
Dr. C. Austin Whlttfe r 
Dr. R, C. Bryant 
Dr. Joseph G. GalMhgi 
Df. C. Herbert Mirinelj 





These are samples of the uripunishecf crimes' a&ainst Negroes in 
Florida, now highlighted, by the assassination of Harry Moore and by the 

I 

spreauing of mob violence against Jews, Catholics and others.. 

To Florida’s credit are the vigor and courage of most of its 
newspapers, especially in the metropolitan areas, in exposing the break- 
down of law and order. Many, citizens of the state, Negro and white, are 
shocked ‘and aroused. Hotel men, proprietors of tourist resorts and 
Chambers of Commerce are awakening to the fact that millions of dollars 
may be lost by the unsavory developments here. Already an alarming ■ " 

‘number- of cancellations of reservations for the Winter tourist season . 
have been reported, It is possible.' that this combination of . moral : 
indignation and economic interest may result in' action. If the energy 
and determination of the F, B. ,^1, can be approximated by Florida law 
enforcement officials, there is hope that Harry Moore’s tragic and 
violent death' may diminish if not put -an and to the violence which 'has 
become an epidemic here, ' . .■ ■ ... •- ' . , _ . 



Walter White^BMfc 
JE^ast, 68th ^Sreet 
New York> W*.Y* 


Fqr release t^^BIfscribiiig nev^^spapers , 
Thursday, Jahua^ 3 ,M 952 : 


: MIMS, FLORID\^ , . : : ;i 

t)e that the backg^round oY the lush, natural beauty oY, blue 
lakes and sky, oY orange trees so studded with golden Yruit as almost to 
obliterate the green Yoliage, and oY ^Millionaires » Row^' in V^inter Park 
makes the bombed home here oY Harry T. Moore more incongruous aind shock- 
ing than the destruction I witnessed during the war in Europe and Asia. 
For here is the shambles oY the modest dwelling place oY a man, now dead, 
and, his vviYe , now lying critically wounded in nearby SahYord, because he 
had dared to speakj out and work Yor enYorcement oY the law./ 

Today I turned, over to the Fc> B.. I. the names oY three persons who^ 
allegedly have recently advocated mob action against Mr. Moore. They are 
not the only ones. who have voiced resentment against him. Repeatedly' 
19A9? he had written to Gov, Fuller E. Warren urging him 
to assign trustworjthy persons Yrom the Governor's oYYice instead oY 
SheriYi Willis McCall oY Lake County to transport Samuel Shepherd and . 
Walter Irvin Yrom the state prison at RaiYord to Tavares, £ake County 
county seat, Yor ai hearing on a motion Yor a change oY venue in the new 
trial, which had been ordered by the U. S, Supreme Court;’ 

The entire world knows what happened because oY Gov. Warrenis ^ 
reYusal to act as was requested by Mr. Moore. Samuel Shepherd is dead 
and Vy?alter Irvin rbcovering Yrom three bullet wounds inYlicted by McCall 
on a backroad near Eustis. McCall, backed^by J.. J. Elliott, Gov. : 
Warrants personal representative, asserts that he Yired in ” selY-deYense 
^■Ithough neither man denies that the two prisoners were handcuYYed , 
together at the time oY the shooting.,. ' / , ' \ ' 

Following th® 1944 decision oY the U.S. Supreme Court against the 
barring oY qualiYied Negro voters Yrom so-called ^White Democratic 
’ primaries,” the number oY registered Negro voters in Florida, as in^,. 4,. 

other Southern states, has measurably increased. Today it is estimated 
to number close to ‘ one hundred thousand voters in Florida- — a bloc large 
enough to hold the balance oY power in local and state elections . ^ Many 
Floridians have taken this development in stride as a desirable step 
Forward towards ending the evil oY disYranchisement , But there are some 
who resent this or any other maniYestatipn oY Negro progress.t Much oY 
the growth oY Negrq participation in Florida political aYYairs-* is 
prqperly attributed to the patient work oY Harry Moore 

It was, Yor 'the*s*e and other activities’ that Harry Moore lies dead" 

]E1^cuosure ; 

today. ' It is impossible to describe adequately the eYYect oY the tragic 




blast or either nitroglycerine or TNT* . Explosives \ experts are convinced 
that dynamite 'could not have 'done such destruction. They are also con-^, 
vinced that the crime was painstakingly planned, timed Tor the only 
period of the year when the entire family would be gathered together. 

Mr* Moore traveled constantly for the NAACP . . Mrs. Moore is a teacher 
in a rixral school near Palm Beach. Both she and Mr. Moore were denied 
renewal of their contracts as teachers in Brevard County because of 
hostility of the ^school officials to Mr . ^Mpor e * s participa/tion in, a^ 
legal campaign against educational, inequalities inflicted on Negroes. 

One of the Moore daughters is a secretary in. the Department of Labor in 
Washington and the other is a secretary in the public school system of 
Ocala. ^ The bombers waited until the entire family gathered, to spend 

Christmas — birthday of the Prince of Peace --together . So shattered is 

, no ' ^ \ 

the modest cottage thajt/one knows why one of the Moore daughters and 

Mr. Moore^s yi-year-old mother, who slept, in an adjoining room, were 

not also killed. : It is obvious that the criminals intended to wipe out 

the entire family. 

Gov. Fuller Vu'arren, irritated by criticisms of the .failure of " 
the State of | Florida to act agaipst bombings here and in Miami, has ^ 
issued daily : blasts at this commentator as ^^a disturber of the peaceful, 
relations between the races.” How peaceful those relations have, been 
are best mirrored' in a front-page story in, the December , -2.9 is sue /of the 
Miami Her a Id ; Here is a part of the background of terrorism v/hich, 
preceded the , assassination of Harry Moore., Last March 31 /Melvin 
Womack, an orange grove worker., was taken from his home in Oakland 
four white men lafte at night. The following morning he,, was found beaten 
and shot to death. No arrests have yet been made. ' 

Last February 6 Luther Coleman, Negro Janitor at the Winter 
Garden elementary’ school, was beaten unmercifully by several white men 
in the heart jof dpwntown VyTinter Garden. No arrests of his assailants 
have yet been made. ^ - 

]:i±s .late teens , was shot' 

by white men five times but miraculously recovered. , 

During Easter of 1950 William Vincent, 50-year-old. Negro, was 
abducted by three, white men, beaten unmercifully ' and later found - with 


a fractured skull,. All of these,l.crimes. occurred, in prance' County. _ Iri 

r - v\-' ■ 

September, 1951 ap ll-year-old fcolored girl by thr^. ’ 

white 'men at BUnnfell, Fla .^'*'^The3,a:fi^^^ckers haye_noh been brought 


trial 









FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEStlGATION 


Form No. 1 " 

This CASE ORIGINATED. AT . MIAMI 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH -MADE* REPORT MADE BY ' ' 

^ -MADE ■ ' "/ . ^ ^ ' - 

EioMle , - 2/12/52’ ':-l/21, 30/52 . . -RUPERT O. ZEIGLSR' 

5 ' ’ , ' ’ . , i”' ' ' ' CHARACTER OF'CASE' ' . . ■ 

UflKiroi-ffi ^OBJECTS; 

HARRY T.i^KOORE, HARRIET’ HOORE - VICTB'iS'. GlVit RIGHTS ■ - 


■ / ’Mobile' 


UI>IKIter.5 


w 4 ^. 


SYMOPSJS OF FACTS: 


/ ' -/ . 0 ^- : 


Gnlf HammocR', Ela,4 

■J SlAH-rTHQM S. 104s E. 10th 'St., Pan-aiaa:# 
City, ila/, and •SOLOMON BiiOOKBIS, -'6.20' N. . 
.•'»H«-St..„' Pensacola, FXaTr^miSQ -'WV 
furnish -JLn£ o.rmatlo nz.o.i._:yalu4^^ sblul&l^ 
of instant '-’case . ■ ^ ■ •, ^_ • 


■• ’PETAILSi / 


R -U- G - - ; 


■ AT GU£F-RA]?M0Gie 


ALI,.'1NF0RNATI01T CONTAINED 
^PElNjlS , MOLASSIMD p. ^ 


••■ :• - '■ 'r- ■ /The.’ following 'idydstigat-ion whs. conducted 'by ' . 

/:Special.- Agent. s ' HO&IER E. -DTINLAP an^GSORGE A/ AR^JETT: 

■ ; ' ■ ■, ■ ■■ .■■ ’ ■ ';:':’Rever.e^>' .J .-/'H.jfBIOGKE R-. member • of-the. %Qard b'f ' ‘ 

.p.asS;or..p:f the- HethoSiai: ehSr<3i%’’SS'feiooEr^^ knew 

^ \HARRT T, /MOORE in-, con he etlbhi with tbe ' NAA:cP about ‘ 1945' and- wal^ater 

- ,assocxat£d-s4t|l_hini^n^e,JeKbgre§§j.fe-®::CrCM ' 

. Hn stated he lnras. not a close friend of MOORE;. end: did . 

-■ npt Enow HARRIET MOqRE.. . He » gave the .following answers to-rthe ' 

■ 9.^®stions propounded in , letter dated January 16,: I 952 from ' the Miami 
‘ Of fi-ce to. Mobile:'- ^ -- ■ ■ 


1.., .'He ' Was' associated with :HARRT .-Tv 1M)0RE‘ ih .organizations ^ bnl 
, / ^d, was- not acquainted with his :-^-d.fe; ' ‘ :/ /'■:</ 

'2.. |fe ,was''ndt .a" close friend of-;'-MQ0RE. • * . ' - -■ ' 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 



, ' PROPERTY OF FBI“THIS 
A6EHCY TO WHICH LOANED. / 


REPORT AND ITS QO^TENTS ARE lOAMED^ TO YOU BY TH|?FB^ AND ARE XOT TO BE 018/ 

^ .U. S. COVERHHEHT PRINTING OFFICE . lb“fi9265-l ^ ‘ ‘ , 


TSIDE OF- 








^ s " ‘'•‘i " V . 


^ j - 

'^y '‘'r’‘ 






i\: . 


Kwv ^ , 'i 


3. ; He ' doe's not knovj'MOdffiE^.S'^closekt Xi^iends /-■"' . . ^; : ' — ; : V 

■• 4.' *F‘h'^ .^general reputation., of ' HA^Y'' T. MOGHS: in the, HAACP wag .good. 

5.’, , H.e' do'eg hot-khow of; ahy -threats ,;made - agdinst HARRY Ti ‘ElOORE-i-; 
6 -.;';he. does^npt’khow 'dftany enemies. hlOOR^fniight ‘have ,hhd» ■, - - . 


on the case.' 


. ; .7 ? ; -■ He . ;has ho Inpdrmat ioii , t hat- raigHt' haye [-ahy ' b e anihg-* <: 

,;J - ''5v A*]} MMAMA -dlfc-mOR^^ ■ ' A 

' - :The ‘folloxving”'inv:estigat±‘oh.‘ was' conducted' by 
;■ Special\,Ageht-;=mLI:S -D.;lEAS,TS^ ^ ' ' ‘ 

■ ' '; , ■’: ' 77.7h'>' ’^fho ;teie^ city :h'ire^dries7 did. hob, ,. - 

. re.flect ;6hat anyone by^the,, name of SAIAH-THpP&S' resides in -PanamaV, 
• Gityi 'however-, -a ’d^egro ••by tHeVha&e' of il SIAffiKCHOMASl. - '104d East', 

- “ ' - ■ ■ - " the NAACP' 


was a 



. of - Flori da'.... bht rstate.d' l^at^ fi e^ou l-d ' be! on-: the’.' Boar d 'b'^^? 

'di d- npt'^aye^''a hy: official-' n'otice"‘^'^a^^^^*1^et^adyise85*'£Ha^ ^ ' ■- 

• a- very 7clpsa7]S%ehS^^ahd^heW'^th:e^vitHiwsLin; 'this ',’case • * He ad-“? -' 

, viae'd'' -that-- He mit'hC?^^ lS.s.,.wi'fC^5r'l^^> at "Ocala.,' . . 

.Plor'ida 'ah' the,,- time* of . .tho anhual- convention . of - the;- Florida NAAGP 
bran ch.^f He /stated. that ..tihce^ that;. tiike'' bot^^ victims have.,.,,’ 

■ visited* in.;- hit’ home.. ., ...He : stated "that” he -knew. MOORE, only .as the-' ' 
Exe^cutive '.'Secretary' of. a* state .organization' of the HAAGP ahd'the ' 

-hutie-s of '-MOORS-,l:as. f'ar.' as 'he', knew, were to visit with each branch 
ofrice^and' section office. and endeavor to advise and help in their 
; .bonstant, recruitihgcprograoh. , tii. '.'"ir',-'' . ’ h. -i 

-,,' .t’-'. ‘ '.■vi'He'haid. he -.didrhot^ know , any'. of., the'< close-? friends 
of! the-, victim's* •'■"A,®-. tp! the * general' ireputation* of ,!th.e° yictims',! he 
stated that\he’ had always fpnhd them to be! honest,, trustworthy 
and respectable in every -respect and that he believed them to. be 

■ honor able' ^ and. QUtstandihg”'-member S . of the 'colored race.7 ■Hevsaid\ 

-that he did .hotChnp'W; of '.-'a si^^ ’enemy .the yi.c'b inis 'iight’haye' had-, ' 

!and he has" never heahd:''b.f I'ahy thheat P'r anything ■ else to indicate 
that anybody j'Xiroul.d, ever ^des.ire to- do them’ bodily harm* ■ ' • '• 

- ' , ; "i.i' - He' further ., advised that he would be very 'happy / 










^lCC)-44rl75- ' ^ : ;■■ -; ;; 

' ' - - ^ ^ ' ^ ] t' ^' ':^ 

.to;-f3^nisK..any information, of such a nature that may-, come into ■ 
his possessipn 'in the future to the EBI. :\t r 

; •: ■,'■ 'Vv^'. AT PENSACOLA, FLORIDA. . ' .'' ‘ -' - ■; ’ ' • 

• ' ' ; ; The followimg '' investigation was ponducted ,by . 

■ the,- reporting" Agent. i'- V; v,-' ■.N.'-c.' ,, '■' • - . V- 

_ V.-. . '',,v ' V ■ SOLDMQlj^RGOIC'INS, .Hahagerr'of-Attucks and Morris;* 

/Courts,' colored, housa:B:ft2p!^''^jft'H'^Ppnsatola> residence 620?¥V . **H” 
"Street-,, adyised M ' . first Jleicamel_a.c_ ciTiiainted -with HARRY T . ' MnoRR ' ' - 
and hiS' wifeji^B^iES.,--sfeaut;jia^:.^J^ wneni. tney^^mme- to . ' 

Pensacola tq^. attend a. branch , meeting of. the NAACP. ' BROOKINS ' . - * - 

said. he 'wa5- _.made a'....Di3i e:ct mLi.df.- the.-.-Pr o'^bssive :Tot.er'S'.;Iieague. ' . .i 
oj. '^ ^opi'da*. - ip c* > in. 'which, he ^iias_been;.'>-yer^ ^inaBtiTJ^ey^J^ 'also * - 
; : .advi's e’g^p^^ has .naver vaht^enH'SclT^a ^ 'OrgaiiizatiQn 

;::othef ; thi^.' at: Pensaedla., and ' has neirer -'kfibwn -KARRI ^T. -MdOEK exce-pt.x 
•ine .£ew has.^me'b him in the teAQ^/and ^Progressive ¥otSrs"i:^ 

bq'agde-.wqrk'' and by' joecasional- corre§pondence.i* He... further . ad- . ; 
vised- that saw MOPRE an . average of about /.phce a'^ery: two- /years ^ 

.and,:pnly, shw him- when- he made/tfips tq’: Pensacola about /f cur times 
in the. seven;' y*eais he, has -been; acquaih-t.-ed with' PIOORS. •-• " ■ -. ‘ >' 

’ - • •'■,. /‘,;.';-BR00klK'S.. 'further;' adyised^^ he^bhly ,kne'w,.i-SOOI®'. 

prof essibnally’ . had had-.. no ipersqhsl' ^.cohtac.t* ■with him-, . and .only knew 
his. wife,: 'HARRIET, .casually’ as.' haying been introduced,; to- h®r»; 

' - V--' ' " - . , he also' advised that ”-hx's. relationships with , - ' 

MOORE .were so.-infrequent . that they hardly'imew each other -vv-heh. 
they. met..': .He .said -he .did hot attend a- meeting of the-NAACP: at'/ ' ■ 
“Daytona, Be.ach.br any. other, place. - - ' I : ' •- . ' 

*" He ’fufthef advised that he dbes hot know who . 
MOORE'S .clqses-b friends .are. "'He .further -advis'ed’ he does’ not . - '*‘*' 
know/of ffiORE-'s, statewide .reputation 'in .the* KAAC'P. but considers - 
■he -had- a- vbry good reputation., in NAA.CP' circles in the; .Pensacola ■ 
-area -.and has' pnly heard. people, say. good things ., about MOORE^ He. 
also "said that he. -does hot knovf of any thfe'at.s which might .have. ; \- 
been ;raade,- against MOORE except' t.hat MOORE. -hai-repeatedly , • 

mentioned. in meetings 'that: he -had 'met'.with a- general 'antagpnist’ib - 
attitude in-.-j3ommunities in the - Grbvelahd area for his vrorkron '.-/ ; 

behalf of the defendants in the Groveland case..- 

- ^ -BROOKING advised that: he does not. know 'of any 


-‘ ■3 



,10 44-175 ^ '7 ;V ^ 

‘enemies liOOBE had but he will inquir-e about ‘the matter among 
, membersf-of ' the HAACP and Progressive' ’?dherB '.Ldague , and ' will- be ^ • 
most ainciou^ .bo' furnish any’-help' to the FBr.'which may result ih'- 
■ Solution -of thi/s case.- - '7“ 
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FLORIDA KLAN INTERVIEWED AT ORLANDO. ADVISES OFFICIALS AT TIME HE WAS 
SECRETARY HAD CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULTY IN HOLDING PRESENT SUSPECTS, 
BEING INVESTIGATED, IN LINE. BASED ON HIS OWN SUSPICION AND KNOW- 
LEDGE OF CHARACTER AND REPUTATION, HE BELIEVES PRESENT SUSPECTS ARE 
THE TYPE WHO WOULD BE ENGAGED IN ALL THE TERRORIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
ORLANDO AREA IN RECENT YEARS AND IF SOME ONE IN THE ORLANDO AREA 

GUILTY OF THE MOORE BOMBING, THEY WOULD BE THE MOST LOGICAL SUSPECTS 

V ' • 
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be 
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AS THOSE' WHO WERE THE MOST RADICAL IN THEIR 


THINKING AND ACTIONS. HE ALSO NAMEeT 


KhUUKUhU ■ M 


L AS INDIVIDUALS' LIKELY Tpif’BE INVOLVED 
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LVSEfmi: 


IN ACTIVITIES WITH THE ABOVE. SAID BELVlJj^ RING 


YEARS 


BEEN COMPLETELY INACTIVE PASpTHREE OR FOUR 


YEARS DUE TO 1{l^ATffll. HE SUSPICIONED'^EARL BROOKLYN AS BEING INVOLVED 
— END PAGE ONE— / 
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WABBY .TiHlOOHBs HAERffiTT MOCffiE VICTIHS « 


CHARACTER OF CASE,^ 


GI7IE RIGHTS 


.DETAILS* 


COPIES destbqyeu 


:AT- ATIANTAa a 

■ '':■]// - ' ‘ , 

THOMS 'HIRJBER^IbEILVIN "sre^s interviewed at the ’X1ICA> 
Lnckir-fflir eety ^ a nxi advised* tha t ,he..and^hiS-,fgn33 y 
got up ahout, tea a«m« j Decembe r 2^ » 15^1«.. had bre ak— . 
’fast^ and open ^ their pres^s^r"He re lated_tbLat , 
si ster''^§Bjd^ro^^^>»^i^3 iSwj"'^jp[S» and- lfcs» ROBERT H* 
MGNki, ’ Orlando, Horida, . caae - to their:;h<:»ie„s.hortl y 
after breakfast, -add the eiatire family, consisting of 


’APPROVED AND' 
FORWARDED: 


SPECIAL AGENT ^ 
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mani:<lair 270 ) , ’ 

' 2' , - Atlanta (l;i|.-d39) , r* ; 
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AT - kh-h39 


his brsfcher. JAX EDWARD BELVIN, his 

Ifirad Hrs-rmUBN HOELTfereSrSa* 

sat ar e^d the h^ se 

+. fllvilTg ~iiTit.^^ev'had'*linne about noon# He Stat ed 

ing tgrddS5Sr "Eg. his. bi-e^r ”JAY>,and his bEgbhes^^an, 

ROBERT H, EAGMELs saddled their horses an d r ede 

«+. JAY hit a t^’^^rprsr^r^&HOeg. He stated 

his ride at this t jjne because^ a back injury , but 

stood ty the hox^e watching them ride* 


THOMA^BBLVIII related 


between 


,m,, ROBER T..,.G-CWART,. 


iwGs a Quarter of a mile West to?rard Orlando from his parents 


h^meT c^e 

a griat ment'SL’'sgraSnr^d he h eard COWART tell^ s father, soingt^ing 
a.bout*'T'’SS*h^had had wherein his infant d^ hte.r_haO§^t^en _ 
fj g:^Tn7 *^TCfFKT"stated''He"d^^ ®f trhe conversation, 

THOMAS BELVIN related that -g faen JAY hurt his,, leg, 
to the house, and his fattier inquired if. 

HTstabed that B AGMLL dirngr"'ci^o.,ge^ ting, and remaaj^^t 

the house, and he . his ~f ather„anqDM^!!!fi yoBier.,_^ rode the horses 

to TqgrmTM(mts*nas fSr^^ ’ returning ^h^e^out 

f ive fortv~f ive p at whi^ time t^ unsaddled the horseg , and 

hrana^'HTs’BFot'Eer JAY went into_the_n ^e_se_ej.e^^; 

the horsesT He st^ed^t on r efa3^ng_.to the ho use 
thevfotmrHFbrol^&in-law, ROB ERT H. BAGHAEL, mo^er, and s ister, 
at the BFL'^tw ■refat.eci'~tKat tde entire lamily ate "supp er 

ab"o urgi30 p^# , following 
to ms br^her^ln**!^ ^ s hcme^ . 

two air ^SttobileSy Ills parents ca r, and BAGMIiL|s car^^ 

BBLVIN r^ated thdt BAG HALL wanted to_g o, ;bo the Sunshine Racing 
Track on the Orange Bless^*TiSir"t o ^e the stock car races, and 

rt -escSfSssraTzTSi^SES^Es^^* 

flf hisTTS^er.*' w^!'‘‘^go ^!^^aeenSS Sn^a?^^ .. . 

He’^eaiEeS' his father tos tired^ a^ ^retur^d^e* BELVDT advised that 
t.hftv staved-ST'^ESelracr^ck unt il ago^^T lI^ and t^ drove 

a-roLd tL residenti^^cti onTjT^ l^ioI^^ 

lights ^iTabouiTmScESiBSr^^ar^T^^^ ] 










AT - lii|.-ll39 


•h a his pav«awt.5=i hemp ., arr ivliig there at about 12:30 a- «ma Ife stated 
they were all hungry, andThis mother pr^^ed seme'ISiiiig for thoa to 
eat } andT T^s father..-who_had._alr.eady_. retired , gol»~ uy'^aadTjOrSed them , 
BELVIN stated that— ah.ojitil«30 

and brobherr''^~^S''w departed , and the n the family all retire d^ 

At this .point, BELVIN st ated that part of his story was a fabricat ion, 
^ni^'questioned as to wha^ he me^t 7 BE ^IN stat(^r'^B£^^ 
r|i^ft,«?h-i0 n-ing -was in regard to-his application f or empleymentjwit^^^ e 

Fedg^3;;feo§a,g£,,^^^^^Sr^^"" ^ Jj^o^^o 

rs late the events of Ghristaas da y, and, subsequently, on interview 
fuinisiied as nei^* the same information as possible as a memoiry teste 


When questioned- as to which portion of the information was a fabri- 
cation, BELV IN sj;_ajie d_jiiatrthe,jin£ormati.aa furnished by him was ap. 
true except two items*, One, that he was not sure that his brother 
JAlTEurThis leg by running into a t elephbne posT'M^bec^ ber 2$, 1951> 
and secondly, he did hp trbelie:i^35^ ^'Ee7Z!^si^i!^^^3^^]^^j^^J,^father 
went hungS^ on December 2^, 1951* He ad^dsed that actually follow ing 
ri-iwnft'r» at noo n. he. JAT. eo^ hi s brothe3>»in-law BAGMAMi rode horseb ack 
untilTfo^ p"#ine a-TvSich time they rejoined the family, and s at arou nd 
thrSouselEajSing until six 

le?rtS^h^^tt^^f^3^FL3Q_R.^^ driyl^t THr^Ahe r-in- 
law*s apartment in Orl^db, Eioriua,* arriving there shortly after 
seyen“p^m^ He stated~tS.at the family sat around his brother-in-law *s 
apartment until 8$2^ p^m^, at whic h tine all of th^ went ^^^ to the stock 
car races on the Orange Blossom Trall^^^h the ''~ex~cei^on oThis father, 
who stated that he was tired, and returned home a 


BELVIN stated that insofar as he knew his, fathe r went directly h«ae, and 
was asleep when the rert" of 'ihe' f an^y^Hved"^ai^ relat- 

ed that if his father had aijy visitors arter arriving home that he did 
not mention it« BELVIN stated that on I^ecember 2^, 19^1, his family 
received only two telephone calls du3?ing the day which were from Mrs« 
WILL TAHNER and jfirs* JOHN BAEQIINGTON, both calling to wish them the 
season *s greetingSo’ He related that his father made one telepl^ne call 
to wish someone a meny Christmas, but he did not know who this' was# 


BELVIN stained, to his knowledge, his father has been a member of the 


r- 
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AT - hk-k39 


Ku TTliiy TTlan since at which time a Mc » ERED@flSS was head of 

the. KLan in Oriamo, !i*J.037ida« He stated he'^d not itoiow^f any 
officii positiion Ms^ather ever held in the Klan^ and he knew of 
none of his fattier ’s associates in the KLaife He related that .the 
only way he knew his father to be a Hlan member was that when he would 
leave heme his mother would tell thea that his father had gone to a 
lodge meeting, and then the' Elan would drift into the conversation, 
and he knew his father was a member of the Elan* 

HELVIN stated .that he, himself, had never attended any Elan meetings, 
and knew nothing of his father’s activities in the Elan, other than 
attendance at meetings* He further stated that he did not know 
whether his father had taken part in any Elan parades that had 
witnessed, as the Elansmen were always hooded on these occasions* 

Atlanta Confidential Informants T-1, T-2, and T— 3, bf known reliability, 
all advised th^ had no information as to the individuals responsible 
for instant bombing* 


- REFEREED UPON 'COMPIETION TO THE OFFICE OF (BIGIN - 


-'It - 



ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


THOMAS HUMBERT BELVIN, care of IMCA, telephoiiically contacted the 
Atlanta office Januaiy 17> 1952, requesting an application for 
erapleyment, which he filled out and returned® He was interviewed 
January 28, 1952, and at this time took the exaajiination for Special 
Agent Enployee® By Atlanta letter to Bureau dated January 3Q, 1952, 
BELVIN was unfavorably reconmended® 


INFORMANTS 


Confidential Inforaiant T-1 - 
known to the Bureau® 

Confidential Informant T-2 - 
known to the Bureau® 

(coiif identic 3hfoimanp'T=3~- 

ipiCTm~:t'ff5the?;Bur 


whose identity is 


whose identity is 


_Tidiose identity is 


JREMOTEJ_ 



Miami letter to Atlanta, l/2l/52« 





DENTIALLY ADVISED THAT ONE JOHNSON AND HIS BROTHER OF ORLANDO, ' 

FLORIDA, OPERATING ELECTRICAL APPLIANCE BUSINESS AND UNDOUBTEDLY 

IDENTICAL WITH SUSPECT J, B, JOHNSON AND SUSPECT-S BROTHER ART 

* 

JOHNSON, WERE ARRESTED JULY PAST FOE BEATING UP TWO WHITE BOYS 
BETWEEN COCOA AND TITUSVILLE, FLORIDA. LATER DURING SUMMER JOHN- 
SON AND BROTHER, WHILE INQUIRING OP | | aS TO AN ATTORNEY, ASKED 
IF INTERESTED IN JOINING KKK AS JOHNSON INTENDED ORGANI- 

ZING A KALVERN IN COCOA. | |dECLINED WHEREUPON JOHNSON STATED 
THAT NEGROES WERE GETTING OUT OF HAND, THAT QUOTE A BIGGETY S.O.B. 
AT M.INS, HA RRY MOORE WAS GETTING OUT OF HAND AND SOMETHING HAD TO 
BE DONE UNQUOTE. JOHNSON MENTIONED TO I I THAT MOORE HAD MADE 
SOME STATEMENTS ABOUT THE GROVELAND RAPE CASE. INVESTIGATION RE 


JOHNSON AND OTHER SUSPECTS CONTINUING. 
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"Re&t.el i* 3 P" 52 # 'Indicting ti&l;; you^iad rec.eiy| 0 K' ‘ ^P ' ■* 
3n jtp ' ihe ; eff a.ct ' that ;,.]3ava ■ Stm;, 
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;;i;..';„-.:; ',:tte PSr Wmtft wa tio-glye tijgipiwe^'ts'lgeatsv'?ifc^^^ 

’ ,' ■■ •*.- ; tW- jrijtf fuMaji .the tee’au; with ;fiill''deta,ii.s/in h’egayd 'lo^t^s- ' > .S 
. ■.;••. ;’infomatioiiV who 'fuiii'shed^th6;ihfbMiation,:'' and-.-thei. estimated ;■/ '.v -/• ' ' ’ '‘";' 

adylsb whether ahy^ifi.oai> V-^ 

? '; . '■Investlgatlpn 'in,, this, ease. anhataStiates' these allegatibns^ 'V.V. 

'.fiB 1 ^■■‘ 1952'. I ' ; /; *' /': ■■.' ■ ^ ‘ '.': ^ ' '■ i- .;-• ' : ^.,: H .. ’'• ■ '; " s; ■ , ••■;''' - r-'" ; .i. '''■• '" 
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U s. department of justice 
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i-30**52 


Mr. ToIsoaJ^/< 
Mr. 

sir* Belmont..^- 

Mr, Ch:^g,gc 

Mr, Glavin^ 

Mr, Earbo„— 
3 Ir , Eo 3 c-:i-.i^ 
Mr, Trae:v-.^-.. 
BIr, L&ujlilisx™ 


Tde. Bcom— 
Mr, BleaLe — 

10-48 PM EST 


DIRECTOR, FBI ATTN, ASST, DIRECTOR A, ROSEN URGENT 

UNSUBS. HARR'^OORE, HARRIEtAoORE,’ VICTIMS, DECEASED, CR, INFORMANTS 

.nrf i n ir r„„r,Tniran.w ii M i '' ““ 

ADVISED THAT BECAUSE OF INSTANT INVESTIGATION OF KLAN ACTIVITIES M 

r iniiui._ijjLaL...x...iii..iiijr i< -„ii » i.i TiT ni >iwn*yT~,TrTi" in^ fT r ^ T7rrfr''tnTm--‘^iT'‘^’"'-==‘^^ '::r5s^ 

REGARD TO THIS CASE AND INQUIRIES INTO'OTHER TERRORIST ACTIVITIES IN 
ORANGE COUNTY, SHERI FF DAVe)^ARR, ORANGE COUNTY, HAS ADVISED SEVERAL 
KLAN MEMBERS NOT TO TALK TO FBI AND_N0T EyEN__GIVE THEIR NAMES TO AGENTS, 

^ ^ — tt’TT~^m iii iiH rii'iTir ■ ^ *.*: L.. 

INFORMANTS STATES FURTHER THAT SHERIFF IS APPARENTLY WORRIED ABOUT FBI 




INVESTIGATION INTO KLAj^ ACTIVITIES„.BUT AGENTS WORKING THIS. CASE ; HAVE 
D ONE OR SAID NOTHI NG^ T O IN DI CATE SHERIFF IMPL I CA TE P . m„.THE I R INpS TI Q- 
ATIPN,,,..a INTERVIEWS OF KLAN MEMBERS WINTER GARDEN AREA CONTINUING, N0‘ 
PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS TO DATE. 
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2-14-52 8-40 PM 

DIRECTOR, FBI IjRGENT 

IJ 

ATTN. ASST* DIRECTOR A. ROSEN 

UNSUBS, HARRY ^OORE, HARRIETT liOORE, VICTIMS, DECEASED, 

CHARLES EDWARD TOWNSEND. A WHITE RESIDENT OF WINTER GARDEN, FLA., 

S’ ^ 

. < 

MARRIED TO NIECE OF ALEC SCHMITT, PRESENT EC OF WINTER GARDEN KLAN^ 
RECEIVED BEATING AT SAME LOCALE AS OTHER TERRORIST ACTIVITIES BY 
THREE WHITE MEN IN JULY OR AUGUST, FIFTYONE. SINCE SEPARATED FROM 
WIFE WHO TELLS HIM THAT BEATING ARRANGED BY UNCLE. W. H. BROUGH, 

GRAND DRAGON, AGK, RE INTERVIEWED. WILLINGNESS T0"C00PERATE EXHIBITED 
BY INFOflFURNISHED- IN RESPONSE TO' SPECIFIC INQUIRY AND THE FURNISH- 

IT- 

ING OF SECRET KLAN OATH TO BE USED IN QUESTIONING KNOWN KLANSMEN.” 

STATES DEFINITELY AND ^POSTIVELY SURE THAT PERPETRATORS OF INSTANT 
BOMBING OTNOWN TO HIM,/BUT IF KLANSMEN. PRESENTLY IN GOOD STANDING 
OR FORMER MEMBERS INVOLVED, THEY MUST BE EXPOSED AND PROSECUTED TO 
THE UNTIMATE ADVANTAGE OF THE KLAN, „ . ^ ^ ^ ''J ^ F 


END 

ACK AND HOLDpPi 


WALL 
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AIL INFORMATION MTAITO % 
KERSIK 13 m^CUSSIFI] 

-45 PM OK FBI WA BS' '' 




VICTIM /DECEASED/, CR. REFERENCE REPORT OF SA CARL'a. BETSEH AT 

f * 

CIHCINNATTI DATED FEB.’ SIXTH, FIFTfTiJO., HO CONTACT WILL BE MADE 



WITH R OWLAND WATTS_, DIRECTOR OF THE WORKERS DEFENSE LEAGUE IN CONFORMITY 


WITH BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS SET OUT IN BULET TO NY DATED MAY SEVENTEENTH. 
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HEREIN^ IS JJKCLASSIFI]^ 
DATE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
0. S. DEPARTAIENT OF JUSTICE 

eorvimcATiONs se&hon 

EEBmHS52 


f ToIsoil 
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.Or A- NicU^ 



A § ^ " 

FBiyMIAM© ^ ^ 

Jr C 

/l RECTOR, rE&I^ 

o /y s?n£ 


2-9-52 


11-10 PM EST ADF 


URGE NT 


Mr. Belmont— 

^Ir. Clcgg^ 

!Jr. Glavin 

"Ir. Hcs'-cn 
Mr. Trae7,JU 
vi,. chliii_ 

I Iir... 



Mit. iy — 


UNSUBS, ‘'HARl^Y fr MOORE, HARRIETT MOORE, DECEASED, VICTIMS, CR. TILLMAN 
H. BELVIN REINTERVIEl'JED. EMPHATICALLY DENIES ANY KNOWLED.SS.Mtp'^W- 
ICIPATION IN MOORE CASE, INDICATES DESIRE TO COOPERATE WITH AGENTS^ 
REITERATED FACT THAT HE HAD DIFFICULTY CONTROLING EARL BROOKLYN AND ’ 


NAMES OF 


WHEN HE , BELVIN, WAS EXHAULTED CYCLOPS,^ FURNISHED IN ADDITI' 
ALEC SCHMITT, AND ROBERT JUDAH AS TYPE WHO. 


WOULD PERPETRATE INSTANT CRIME, ALL FIVE PRESENTLY ACTIVE IN WINTER^^^ 
GARDEN GEORGIA KLAN WITH SCHMITT BEING EXHAULTED CYCLOPS. BELVIN 

VOLUNTEERED INFORMATION THAT ON FEBRUARY FIVE, LAST. A PERSoITwELL KNOWN 

! 



T O HIM, BUT WHOSE , MM JE-Cm j)_l l(aL|g:CALl.. TOLD JIM THAT W. ‘ H.” BROUGH, 


G RAND DR AGON, RELM OF GEORGIA KLANS WANTED TO SEE BROOKLYN, BELVIN AND 

41 . 1 WH ■ i <i i * ^wr.ja >w i idWB g.r; ‘'?3MiBgr35r:::gic:awas£3wesrTtei ^ > ^ — = — ... . j v a.i’t 

^^ ^,-QM?J-?-MP-?^.J^A MgSJi£:rxg-Q.UX»D-=NOr..RECALL,XQ_^ Q ^TE EXAC TLY 

W HAT these PERS0NS„T0LDJ^^^ UNQUOTE. AS PREVIOUSLY M&TIONED, 
BROUGH CONTACTED TWICE AND OSTENSIBLY INDICATED DESIRE TO^COOPERATE 
WITH BUREAU ON CONFIDENTIAL BASIS, AX^INSTllCATrON AGENTS. BELVIN 

‘^€j; HSQM£D.J.gQ^.gHJP-Q^DJS^ ^ ge , brough 

"I r ’ 

ADMITTED SEEING SOME KLAN MEMBERS RECENTLY IN ORL’A'NDO.’ 


ii.(C '■ 

ENDg^ FEB 2 S - 6 ^ 18 issa , 

ACK AND HOLD PLSE. ^ 

11-15PM OK FBI WA RC 




mea 




.^:. :>;;:^iisriTEPv STAPES 





::-y \ ■ . ;j 5 , '--fv' .•r.'C i V ■-: '- ^-■ .r." •• : > v ‘V./; 

,., - : SUBJECT;- ;, , f , 4 ,* ^ '; /'^'y Sr ^E^^h 

. ■/-. >;■ -.f:-^ ?::-,,;ii4R83:g5!a^)OBEvr.^^^^^ 

v^' t .'y-^;':;-^' ■ 'is- K ' Staima^^f^d-- -d'6rr^la1>ioh.~:af - . '‘1 .''- . - . 

: y^-‘ points :*of 3M4\^Yeis|igkti«nX]/J'^^ is. be^g'^^&n«ctsi, ,ln~'.', 

' oraer . jfcb^ns.si jsfe' Jfif' Biareau^^ if^aating- ■fche , i^o:^ .^d :y. ■."■■■ ■ :■ 

v 3 -',..tb.'sliok the- fbf ; t^s iitWjht±gitipn»i:^.'.-’',l ';*- ' 


,.tb. sliok the- tieiinfis,,,^' 


■■._:.\;^..vJ};- • * ,;: ;': ;- ; ‘■■-Ihv®stigaiiphv'^Q.;6ia't^';hahr'b^\^J^p^^ then^'-'^i^e-^xOTaMte^ijieKx " 

:' -Zj - ^P.V4:rihg‘nf ' rasjii^!b&';-and j^i-ihe»^hnyy i^e^’^I^Mky. f ;' ‘ 4'- 

>* Al'k '’hoMparblCf 4'V’^ "descrii^ionsXof r-^es% "ti# 'nn^bW --indayidt(al$ i '■' /■ 

. that ,4.^0 and\bne~hhXX 'ybari’’ag<^'i3us§scts--:, 

'•‘;r y ■ ; •: ;, ' Bi&^^IH-jOTd ■ BSILHlf 'attbhdehva' OcOi-^niseti^^iri - '^Mter/thS'vmeetihg '/ ~ 

' ' ■■■ '^T''” BEOOkp® ' calX®d i^pwBsaiil-.'VsidQ:^ hM'. ^pK^ssidi^pe «tp ' do •• a^niWbir . ' >? 


' 4 H]bSE -bufe ‘ infdisnant-: gathered -thef'ia&pkssiott .MKJBE “i^sr tb. bd- riven '-.a -isihl tibi W.- ■: - 


j ' -; v^s:j^ss£bX^e.BRQQSa^,;apj^noachbd ;^>;in2^^EBPHp2p>;lSxaa^ ; } 

;.r' .' >,:s^^;l;r iiatervievddjB^>Ago he - ifeb'/ "'- _ ■ ■. 

v|?'^;jK^^^,;^alXbdvBJiiv^^“^d‘P^^KIJ^ at^hdi^ i^ did Bpt. nspaii habihs^ ^ ; 

^ * >^®®h d^ 55 -.shetch of ■ 'fiber ; plans of' i-iOO® discussibh'df; >.' ''' ,-• 

-""^J^sc -'llS^lte.'at that*,i^etriri^*. '-■‘■i''i’ 4 -';r’ ' ■ •■'■' ■ .. '•- 

^^f^V>Bh6^6g^a^s. of*^iRL;5^^^ BhQokliHi^ together tjibh &. duniBeip^bf 
/p ..graphs'' of, ;'}ai'Qtgi rehegadg/KI a^sigb&''^idjB‘tfea;brl kndo4ayea to'r- 

;; :^tn9SBb& aiv:ahi^>yf|pydda;^ | " kronn^^e^^ ‘; •’ .;. . -■■ 

^M' ; ^>hohdgraphs^;afphQtpgraph;:P^ EP2E^^r!i^0^E^^s . the;.pbrsbn most nbarly- 


^;- -h-i-tfea ' in' ^n.<tfeant linvefitigat^'-ft^^ -^is'J feasible ^d.,j3Xidey • 
:,v ri»ri^anstahce’s .tdiQTO b 'Tiill.hbt be pldcsd-dn -^eppa^y^'^ 


>:-s3^-';as'onbrpX'‘,the-^ men^. -r'-- u ''‘rr^-'i'^.':'' -i-. ’ 

-^KrtRnrnjrdk'Tv Hm^ ^ir^F7:S: I 










^ y ' \ 




Director* ; ^Sl ' ' -,. ■'•- " •■•'., ' • ', ■■ .-'''^. 

■ i \ ' It,is ,tp be^ noted tfeat none of the Tjitnfesses' at ISms H^de 




, liitervipvia; at fiEOO^IWte place ;of‘ eapio 5 jaent\s^d neigh- 


.Activities except that It is .knovai he .'does .considerable “hunting'* at nights 
His dauber, IKpOTHT BROOKDOf,, advised,. thai for aiany yehrs .BROQELYN .V/:^ '• • 



' ^ ‘ ''i 


; faaily.- . '.IMssm as \®s Idj^nti'fied^ as,.a Irndyai. .and active Efenss^iV- 

investigatidn iss 'Conducted- to. -dayeldp bacjfccgroi&d inf oimatiph bohcei^^ 

■ .general . Klah "activities' in the OrSandp area so ^.that- the'.ideatityf of* his- . ■ 

; Associates >jhd might also have been involved- in the -plot .in instahtlcasA^'". 

■ lijight' be. ascertained..', ■<! .• •,'■ ^ -' - ' ' '■ ' ! ■"'■!■'.■ 

:. , •/ ttovestigatlon has disclosed- thaX, the, Kn,Klinc'Kl% i^ yei 5 ^-^^^j^^ 

. in Orange. Gotiht 3 f ' \0ridndo .artea) , ■F^briday^,^^th dne;'?l|m.pf'''iiieA A^^^ • 

, of . (^orgia; IQ^S and; pae bf.^the Sout^e^I^i^^^^ .tjhp\|iu ^Ttc?^^,;?in \ 
Orlando; ohe of 'the ..Association' of Georgia’ &tns andr, bno/of ' the Sonthern . . , 
Knights of -the Kn Blitx.KlAri; in, and' one of . the ;AosociatiQh’ of (^orglA;.= 

; laans^inidnter .GardenI (3eographically“,/Anoif-:a is ti#l^ rdles from. Or-;. , 

: lahdo and- covers the area>imia©diately, adijaceht to 1^0 County*. ;,% 

: ation of , Geojcgia-.-Klans in JJiint'er '.Garden apni^ifiJaateSy, .eight 'miles 
. south of- Afppka*’. .covers an area in t-jett lOrange 'Ocnaty^^so^'i^ediatply 
■- .Jacbnfeto.fliaheiOopntyX^ V' -?', ''VV.'-i'',':;*'’i 

^ . f ;'-Vi;ctin:HAEp;:fe is-lojovsi' to' ha^ ,been;very ' aCtiv^ . 

in. iahe" ^ .bccasio&ed by'the Gix>Treland.'5ape Case’,.: 'the ^ots'ahd ' 

‘ „ X ^ j ‘ xJ iajl'' 'r» AtffrrrnT . ^«YTTa«VVTsViW 




1, shooting of- llftifSfe I® IRVIH by Lake County, Sheriff I'JIIIIS V,* lleCAJX^ 



■vjere 


;;,priahdo.-;.V/’--. '•,■ Vr-; ' 

,, »r*“\ ‘ ^ ’’''** .* ’'t=' '' \ ''"X 

.suepect EAe£ ;DIiGOkllN;t:^& 


in-. 


._.^, Associ- 
ation of -Georgia Ktahs approiimtely in .the '^Suimaer;6f.,’195I*-; 2^ 

■ that. the assbcsiates.ofSROO^l^ Viio- tight have Jdiotfledge p^ tiho might- have-',-: 
'' Been -involved -^in the. pint to -hill ^KQT'- 'Ti .IIDOjRS J-nuid ;^st^^ike3^ 
catei' ife- the\Winter ..Gatlen; Klan- of thl-Aslool^ion Geor^a-2p.ahsi:'' 'fherer.'i 
.-fbre, ii 


iS-; 


-.-•.'a - 






■i-rX- ■■■•S* 


'a ,, 


:- 


j .* V 




'*' .' ''-i *' 


i Director# TOI 


of ■^he.s'e ’^ssoQiatea' of aEOOKOT-M^'to ‘develop backgrpuna dafoim- 

• tlon as pos^bie coacerni^ thsir knowlpaige' -pf or actii^ti-^I in. the plot . 

. agaipst I-X) 0 ^*.s.life --itoa to obt^nv,,aet^ed: lirformatioa; regaa^di^ BROOKIXHts 
acti'vities* , ' " -„ • ■' . * 

. V As has beett.r©po 3 ?ted> inyOstigatiph {^sclosos that Winter Ga^en 

‘.has. been* the .»hotbed?^.of yipiont Klah aqtiT^ties;. that- both;, colored; and ' v 
f&iWpedple have beehHexw^*i^^ beaten, ^bto^d tilled ih the past fei? 


_ n :. and bthe^; aohrpes, 

rokr- etc p^dn^.vTf y*.ftT,Fnw?itf^^ L^^JUDAH, 'JMp. and 

I — _i_ 1 . 1** * — 1*- ^ of " “th© OJS , 


.yeai*e*^ According 'W Gonfidehiial^^-^ 


are ihdiVidjms , Viiio isere involved in. ifip'st' 

» >i3 ''4*%'. -Sit**. 


r 


■violdnPe c^amitted on both 'fMte and. coloiod 'in .the vicinity o-f'TJantf 
TrivafitlffAt-inn has shovgi that in addition to these named indirdduals- 


■■/:. 



are 



close . asspeiates- of * 
to,:,iiaye- tahpn ps^^t , ,.'• 
It is khbt^f tpat '.- V ...‘s,; 

lahf of ” 'the ;■ ! 
itates " 


■BCiBlITT ,ia: p 5 :*eseht^ the^ 'EmLted- Cyclops o£ the, Winte, 

Association* of ^Georgia Klaiis , - Confidential^ 3 nfbrmant | 

.L. JUDM and ALFGIJSb F. SO^IITT.aisb; fit the ;desci^ptions;of the tfjo. in^y- 
idnals viio viere mentioned as/inquiring of HAldSf f .I- 3 dC>RE'in late August, ' -‘v 
'1951 Photographs of BGHtIITf, ,and. JUDM 

to- vjithe'sa’Os*at Idbs.-iatef 'I' - '■ ■.'* V’. 


be 

:b7C 

b7D 



desc^bed'ohe of the aut^biles ihvolved as a nevr^blue Henp" 3 
and -furnished -a physical description of .the individual yiio pifLled him from . 
.his ts^ viieh- he vjas stopped*- ■ This, description fits! ^IA^ES B* «JQHNS 0 N of ' 

' Orlando adio ovne. a nevr bine; iHeiny'J*^ /, b . '.' i ', - . - , 

■ * . b, ■ : investigation has developed that in- appi 02 ;imata 3 y August , -19 51 j ji 
1 ' JOHNI^;,t^e.<|- to reefui ^ ' . T ' i Cosoa, . 

' ’ Flo’rida,'* 1 -jho requested his i^identity remain confideh.tii^i> into/ the ’Klsn '= 

,' - and tpld r^ ' " ' ' ' ' ’ ' ' " " ‘ ' ^ - 

' since some of. 



HARHT T. -HX)^ of Jarafe as one . of tiiosp t*o vjas' getting, out* of hand;," mentiosed' 
' that j 330 iiE .had made some statements about the iJroyeland Pape- Case ahd in- 
- bdicated that JSOEE, »a biggety s--* 0 ^rb^*tv»tfLd,be ptsicen- care 'of”.. , 

'll ^ 


loiovSi- to be, a;" 







' ' f P/- \ '-'' 7 *^ 

V . ' 1^' .. ^ . 







pi'j?ecior> FBI.-,; 


:*■“■ V ■ •=1' ’ '■ - - jt. i^- tcf >© .n^ted ■ tikt' '^though :FS^;j; S^plQ^ at^me /” " 

:;f:^ ii$si of,.Orlaado;-a^^ approxi^t^y .ten piles;© tfinter Gardsc-i fe©." ' . 

,.' >jas; j^ai^ a'6‘ Oco©e>-' FIot tdiich.is .apprdsijnately' one ffllle, froia V/iater 
" Garden.* *Knaei*ows -persons^ ■ not Klanipeaiberss haye been intpiyiev^d'btit . ■ . 
conld furrasb little; ik^oKnatidn concerning .‘Bi^KiH’I,* s Kian .actiyities. - ■ , 

-» . ; is^^so'tobe aote4,,tbat';-p,^ ISLari-r^^o.hav© a'^job’*' .« 

-,v:':tO' dpV.often s.plicit 'aid;;fi*bm btber'^^iisiaea'^in' other 'KlayernsJag-tife^- grbup^ 
■■VFdr-inst^ce^ Cg:t:bup,"frc&^the'ii^bplja';si^'-iiaglit.be''-^^^ handle.-ia Iv' 

-.«ride*r':ip Jw^Jer^Ga^fen or me ey&esg sad-yice .veraa> - Invest! -hn rfh^ 

hsa- nftvelftrKBri atl <a-ga-{T-i.ftWia -'. 

;J.. t. . — land,: others: have engaged in such .Kian terrorist" •" 

''■’■activities.;;;-;' • • /„. .■ ;. , :; '- .' 

' I vV!^^W?^fey'ldien'the''4aan,dr:'ini3a;yidtJ!aim ! . 

, zaei^ »» 4 uetic,e^ 'W4n«tLTddualta naPe:^^ -activities -v^^l be ^uiniShedr''^^ •'- >' 
y not to; the: open peeting,;ot. -;t|te;;'iagvei^i ^^tst'-rin ;sebnet'-'td' the'.' felted- 'fecidpsWv: ' 
'^dll-4'^^ in^iyidtiai is 'nstee.i'dnd'' alleged' Activities to ' * r '^■ 

hisjaplann lon^tthe.^^^^^^ investigate. th©;mtter, '*yirppal'iy;lt::i^^ . V’,: ' , ' 

td oniy'.i^h©. the i Pbffittiittee and it'.x-d.ll be, his- assigrwjent' to-. carry ■ ' ' " 

-»*treatoent‘'y-. He; plclf, his' «load©iS»> ,lrom ' 
;-4®d3:^daals hs ^feows' vdll nots refuse,' usually tj-Jb or ‘’three, mep. ,\yhe peMjer • . ' ; 

V or the:^eStiga;bing,,,coi^ tQgdthar-^dth.'his «loaders»»^ ;v 43 ^ then go ' '•• '' 
cut .and «hanc31e,;;the; iob**,'. Ifedouhtedly^ ; '..^d'.^treatr ’ ' ' a ■': 

.spents?^ jare anr^ghd'vby', IQSp^enivjithbut "any* ■sdchr''’”difi'cial’’’sanctloii*'^^ The' ' ' : ■ ■ 
't;F?sfipility exists; in. instant, base -that 'Em'' of- tiie ini ' ' 

'• yesti‘gators..to, locatd and ‘‘put thb ; finger 'on*^;HftERy'^T4.IJD0REH4th^'t^^^^ : . 

■;be^g.. j^rfpOTe4;;bj'.;oth,srs.j,;. selected; for. 'that- purpose*/,:'; " , ,’■ %;■':? ' ;■ 

y , ^^®^©f9^ev in the .oonduct of this investigation ^d in, the absence • 
evidence, the-.obqective at present is to coliact:.ds:,)auch in- ,j. 

.fpimtidn :hs,i possible: ,oohhef^ningtthe -i^ mstttioned in tMS 

■■ ^olence ..again'^ tf eai to ,. be ; uSed :as av’ . /■ ' 

, a©^r» .pMor:;to.int©1;*l^^ dineotay .concerning. BE^)OKE!fN''a^^^^ ' , : 

^;fe0^1edge.:of;thfe;l!JD6^^ ,■■ 't'--' > ^■' ” •''• '-/' : 

,. : '■'>' ;• . ^®hsiii^. .att'interyiexfed';i'nyafiably‘ they eta&d caa their oath : ' 

-not to divulge; :^y of’ the abtiyitiea./f'.-tfieFl^^^^^ -the, identity of = the ;'/., / 

ih^JUbSlT^Sd ' intereaWlliCr ,4*;^ 


E!|ait.ed ^clops .reads . or gives :them^’ a bene<^cti,oh,;in;'tiii^y^^^ is ..stated 'ih' *' 
' Pf violate 'thei^ ;.o|th masms ; t?^'sgrace,/:diShdnon , and' death" . - ' Thus., 
lath, such a peife3ty,'’ii0; Klan3Bien-;id.ll .diyiiLge i^Or^tioriV apparently havirig 












-V Jr-:. 

•s** ' t (' 


i ‘ ; 


--v :! '' 


Direotpry FBI 




;a' $ear Td,blence themael:yes 


or 


.) • ' ’ ? . . ' . * tiler® is reason to ,'b^ieye.- the individi^s xiajaed-, 

- ^ . ‘ in this letter idxo' are heXieved to bb' blbsely associated vdth’.KABL -J;* , .. 

.'Bi^ppYH,, JAluES B-i JOHNSbll aad‘other. ,suei«cts:-idli not' di^ge: one iota.' ^ . :■ 

. ' infon^tion ^en interviex^ed: pnLees the^ is scmOr eyideiice to tie the;iti in ■/ 

1 dit'ettiy .or indixebtly/vnto; i^sttzit, case pr;.s^^^ acts idalence. ■; ., ^ 

. . • A ' > < 'I^e;;to the rdral' aree ^ 

- A’’-. -.,; : *;,deemed ■f WfliM&'t.O fthndiirt/ fl.iCTA:i3hr^r 3ical?-.stirye ^ dt this ^i%e* ,, . 

' , ,' ■ ' ; : ' ei^piej I h a'ldiom:^'reriegade‘:whdt^^ ,;; A ; •^' 

the Associdii^of • Gebrgia^a^rlnd Ms?beenjre&stated;id' the ’isabciation:, ■ 

. .-■ . ‘ ; , ex' tiebrgia IpLane et Appi>i^>^ihfOOTed, Ajgehts/ he . believed he ms -mder sio^^ . 


f:b7C “ 


KLah' or contact an^'Klan- ni&toers. sihce’ he first js^^iactei’ ty ■^S®nts t^^®®, ■ 

V ' ‘ weeks bre'vibuslsr* -: -The. latest • contact.vias iiiade ijith | | werely., tb.lsee if’ ’ 



_ - flie'-'yaHPds 

''^^^^.s^dAt^s^t.by ^'iristant ihy^^ to'- infbiw^tS 'ahd' Kl^^eh: --v j 

.-', VV;’ ■ , ~ A ■ ^ ihtervieicred*? fty'i^^ple^/ Confidential;: Infoiai^t- f states that atb- ■, * , • J 

- ■ a reoent meeting the- Ohyei^ Of the .Sou^eitolh^ of - tte- Ku at. ; .j a I 

• ■ 7;'. Apojika 'destroyed ^ajir^their* records for fear suQhrrecoids. might be located / : 

■ ' '^ly, the BiipeanAiji the cbdrse' of-Ainst^t ihyestigati^ 3h .vieix' of the ^ ' ■ 

; " ■ , V timely Seoretiye’ operations pf= the <EL^ Mid its la^bersxand the/ Polahhis 

/„ • -ali’^ltudeV Athis ihvesti^tibft.'Jn^t nec 4 ssaidly,j;)ropted;d©-'-; .;..‘. b' j 

. •- '■^bef^^3y^::_4evelo|)ihgVf^iA.hachg3^Pdh4 / a'J 

v ,,:i •/' ih<tL'|Adtals axe^^^i^ -Exjperience/. l^s .shp^'#/ tj^t AsoaCe-pf tlie Kians—.A-^^^b^^^ I 

•,- '■''■■ -Ua. ■ V.W- +’Ui» r»n’ -bnS Xh ths -A - 


men 


/;.possessiph/of'ihtervietdJhg Agents tb-the extent, that; they/ j-jiil> Akdoxdj^ly?, : . ■ • 
A - or; hrilmbcdngly J divulge inf oit «.p- ««!«<» -s-Tiaw »«•!•: /,- 

A, nnder^ other '^oirchistanceS. ' ' 


‘ "r- ./,/-^;v -'it-PPP®sffe/that^lbcaI laW'bhl^Mehtin^^ 

•■.. “ ■' ; ephnty 3%fr®^orp.^®ht cnrider Bheriff ‘PA^^SABRj fea^bits/^rleclcadailib^., ■i>A/. 

*' - ...attitude .!&' hading ter^^st ihcidehts.iS^eh:. as ; are mentibhed-belovhi', a 

; 'fl // ..- ^rehtiy, to the e^ent .of • bondph^g - such activities.' , ‘jhfpicffiMate. advise that ' A ■ 


i * -ii . 



Director,' FBI ' 


i^stajii iftvestigati6h/li|i_ Orlando,^ .^^ SKaiiff STAIffi '^^ tol,d.'' : :!> 

,|cndm iCLan^n not to FBi.,:, < .• • . ".v , 'T C : . 

{ - , ' ■ it bfiieyed that by Qpntitoidng to, ejcplore tli® activities of - ■, 

. the.; jOLah, ; both the Association of- Georgia Ktans and the -Southern Knights of ' ' 

. ; ■ the Ku ^ujc Klan, ' aotiye members and particularly the , “renegade group” i-dth -'r 
- - . . .tiMch several suspects are' associated*- and. by continuing efforts to Tconnect-' . 

■ - .suspects: mth. other vre'cent terrorist activities such as the shotting- of ;IJ» 

^ j • - VJOODARD,' colored,, by a group of -i^hite lien at -Wihtet. Garden, about one .arid v" . ' . r .V 

- -V bnerhalf yearS;,ago, the shooting anid kiliii^ of m hMCK,', -colored, by ' ' 

V ; ; a, gl»up -6f 4Mte .-men at^¥:mter , Garden about ;a year ago, ' the- c^a^ting of •, • - ,r . ' 
the,Cremett6, fTOzen c^tartJ st^d, ip^Orl^do-bn^^ 

. ' ‘ .the>|lite.ovner ws, revested , about three ;.vreekVeariier to install a sep- . - 

. arate vdn<iow for serving colored people,';and the/ ShoOting;of . ARTHUR HJteT ' 

'V ; . . :HOIIAiroi , colored t?2^ .driver, . at Ihnter Garden on Jaooary 35,v!l952> theye • /.. 

“ >. - is '^a. likely" possibility of developing inf oKsation as 'to the -ideritity of-: . ■ 

. . the ^persons'responsibie>f 05 : bombing the ft l-5DdRE;r8sidenc'e.' .j ,': ’ .v'- 
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9-41 PM 


"urgent 


I Mr. Ladd, 

I Mr. HicholsL™ 
J Mr. Belmont- 
I Mr, ■■ 

\ Mr. Glavin 

'* Mr, Ha^"bo 

Mx\ 

■ Mr, Lau^idia™ 

Mr. Mcdm 

Telo. Ecom.„ 
Mr. iMoav? , -™ 


ATTN. ASST. DIRECTOR A. ROSEN 


UNSUBS, HARRY MOORE, HARRIETT MOORE, VICTIMS, ^DECEASED, CR. 



ADVISES HE WAS 


IN ATTENDANCE 


AT KLAN MEETING AT WINTER GARDEN, FLA. FEBRUARY ELEVEN LAST. INFORMANT 

OPENLY DENIED BEFORE GROUP THAT HE HAD FURNISHED INFO TO AGENTS AND 

RECEIVED UNANIMOUS VOTE OF CONFIDENCE ON MOTION MADE BY SUSPECT^/^^^^ 

I ^ ^ 1 SOUTHERN KNIGHTS '"’“i 


OF KKK, SPOKE OPEN' KLAN MEETING AT ORLANDO, FLA., ON SATURDAY NIGHT, 
FEB. NINE LAST. LARGE CROSS BURNED AT MEETING ATTENDED BY ROBED AND 
hooded KLANSMEN. ORLANDO NEWSPAPERS HAVE CRITICIZED SHERIFF DAVE 
STARR, ORLANDO, FOR FAILURE TO ENFORCE STATE LAW PROHIBITING WEARING 
OF MASK BY KLAN. INVESTIGATION AT WINTER GARDEN, FLA., RE ALL 

7 € 

SUSPECTS CONTINUING. orpnDnrr,- ,»» . .-y _ / 5 
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ACK AND HOLD PLS... 


0^ s-i liil 
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ALL INFORMWIOH OONTAISED^ 
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J AY EDWARD BSLVIN. , Sural5e^ South Carolina, 
s on of susuect TILLMAN HOtlBS^BLVI N, advised 
that en tii’e family includlnf, f a ther staved 
a t residence entire dav of F ather 

sic kly and spent most of afternoon in be d. 

Mr. and Mrs, ^SOTREY, Mr, and Mrs. ..i 

JOHNY BARRINGER and several other individuals,^ 
nam-.s not remembered visited in suspects home f'\ 
Christmas a.fternoon, JA3r BEEVIN further 
advised that he x^ient to KKK meetings with 
father many years ago and acqtiired a distasve ' 
for the KKK, further that when he learned of 
the bombing the thought went through his mind 
that the iOCK could be involved. Upon inquir- 
ing'of his mother as to father's affiliation, 
was advised by mother that father to her ^ ^ ^ 
knowledge had not attendfidir^^iiS:^Sffi^^^D^I^5f®''*^^j 
for over a year, JAY BELVIN stated that he" 
and father did not get along well and he 
left Orlando 3 years ago and lived in Surat er, 

S. C. since, therefore not familiar 'with 
father's friends or KKK activity. WILJ. 

TANNER, former game warden, Orlando, Imown 
to be close and intimate frj,§nd of father, ^ 
Contvact with informants negative, 


ar 


R U C 



APPROVED AND 
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SPECIAL AGENT 
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DETAILS J AT SUMTER. SOUTH CAROLINA 

JA Y EDWARD BBL VIN« 19 Kendrick Avenue, advised 
that on December 22, 19^ 1., "lie departe d from Simter, Sou th Carolina., 

Mr> and Mrs, TILLMl^ feEL3m~at R# i|., 

Box [|.00, Orlando, Florida. While at residence ^ne vjas joi ned by 
br other THOMAS . sist er. ELAIHB.„JBA GliTAL.. and br otherrln-law, BOB 
BA@S 1 j. Q n^December 2li. 1Q9 1. the ent ire family of six weh V to 
Orl ando in fatherJs Hudson a nd rode arotmd. On December 2,^7~~" 

1951 j the entire family stayed at;'..jbLQmZ-'entire da y,''"'^I nneF‘^ f 
fr ied chicken served about n oon. No visitors present 'Zor^'mea l. 
Shortly af t e.r— noon.. THOT-IAS . BOB and J AY went in to th e pastu re 
for a short whi le . pract iced‘"~s‘ome shooZlng'*wi'''6K^r'il^ '^s^^ 

TI LLMAN BBLVIN sickl y and sp ent afternoon in be d. Ma ny pe ople 
^ ^ s it d uring the ..af..ternpAn..jLml.Jilfiht . T wo op up 1 e s 
rememb ered, a Mr» and Mrs« STOREY and Mr, and Mrs, JOHN Y 

BARR ING ER 6 F ~0Fr^ do. sevZc^al o^ Inc 1 u ding a maB““wHcJ 

rec ently purchase' Bel^n_Z arm. — i - 

JAY further advised that when he was about 10 
yea rs of age he attended KKK. meetings, with his fathe rland acquired 
a dislike for 'the" "Mill" due to t he rough of 

individuals present. He further advised that he had not resided 
in Orlando, Florida, for sevoral years and did not know of 
father <s affiliation with KKK. He advised that after hearing about 
the borabing on the radio, inquired of his mother as to his 
father's KKK affiliation* She advised that father to her know-* 
ledge had riot attended a KKK meeting for over a year, JAY advised 
further that he and father did not get along together well and 
therefore ho did not know who vrere his friends, however, knew 
tha t WILL..T-AN];j^ ER a .for mer game warden at Orlando was a. .very clo se 
friend,' 



According to JAY, father owns a home at 419 
South Hughey Street, Orlando, Florida, and formerly owned an 
apartrflont house in l500 East Central .Avenue, now owned by Mrs, 
OSTEEN. 


JAY' stated that 'when he learned of bombing he 
promptly gave thought to KKK activity, which prompted his inquiry 


2 
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of mother as to father fs present activity* 

AT AIKBN, SOUTH CAROLINA 

Confidential Informant. T-1,- of known reliability, 
advised that at Klan meeting, Aiken, South Carolina, December 
31 , 195lj official referencG was made to the bombing, 
although one member submitted from the floor that someo ne i n 
F lorida seemed to nave' some good ideas « Twenty members were 
pi^sent at the' l^eT^ing7*'*aii3'''‘' a3!T''‘^^ the common t. Confiden- 

tjaL Informant T-1 stated he had no t be en' a b le to lea r n the 
idon tjJ;x„pX .^M^.indi xi4ml ^aidlig^^9laiffli^^r*Bu1^^ 
efforts to ascertain his identity and any information he may 
have concerning the incident. 

Confidential Informants T-2, 11,12, and 13j' o.f known 
reliability, were unable to supply any information of value* 

AT GI-IARLESTON AND COLUMBIA* SOUTH CAROLINA 

Confidential Informants T--3jT-4i T-"5 j all of 

known reliability were contacted xirith negative results. 

Confidential Informant T-6, of known reliability, 
advise d, that LOU ORiITTZ-.d id not make a trio out of Columb ia, 

S out h Carolina du ring the Chris triias’'H^rTdaysVai^^ ated fur t he r 
he .had dined with ORNIT^‘°*on*''^lia^*~da^^ ' ’‘****''*'’’'***"^ 

_ ■ I , . Ti— 7- ' — — -—1-1 1-— — mini— i i'i. 

AT AUC-TJSTA, CLAXTQK, AND VIDALIA, -GEORGIA • 

Confidentia,! Informants Tr?# T-8, T«9> and T-10, 
all of known reliability, were unable to supply any information 
of value to this investigation, 

• All Informants conta^cted advised they would « 
advise this office in, the event any inforAiation coheorning the 
bombing came to their attention « 

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN— 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 

Oonf idontial Informant T-1 is 
•by Special Agent LAWREIJCE R. CHANDLER^ 


contacted 


Conf id,ential Informant T-2 is 

Potential Cl, Allendale, S. C* contacted by Special Agent 
LAV/REN CE R. CHANDLER, 


[ 


JLmfidnntial Informant T-3 is 
I Ct 


Special Agent WILMER L. THOMPSON. 


Charleston, South Caro'±±ua, — uuiiL-acuua uy 


Confidential Informant T-4 is 
Potential Cl, Columbia, South Carolina contacted by Special 
Agent ROY M. OSBORN. 


Confidential Informant T-5 is 
Potential Cl, Columbia, South Carolina, contaccoa oy apociai 
Agent ROY M. OSBORN, 



Confidential Informant T-6 is^ 



Columbia, South Carolina, fbrmer Miami 

Security 


Confidential Informant T-7 is 
by Special Agent LEON ¥, MORRIS* 

Confidential Informant T-8 is 
by Special Agent LEON ¥. MORRIS. 

Confidential Informant T-9j is 
by Special Agent NELSON L^ PHILLIPS* 

Confidential Informant T-10 is 
by Special Agent NELSON L. PHILLIPS. ' 



K. OdijnDLER. 


Confidential Informant T-11 is 
Aiken, South Carolina contactod by Special Agont 


lANRENCE 


Confidential Informant T?12 is T. D.-'TAVELLE, JR. 
Aiken South Carolina Police Department- contacted by Special 
Agent LAWRENCE R.- CH/iNDLER* 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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FormNo. 1 ^ 

This case originated at ' - MIAMI 



TMMQM StfB^CTS; T. MOORE .r-. VICTIM 

(Deceased) I HAERIEOT^bpRE -- VXCTIII 
(Deceased) ; 



SYNOPSIS of: FACTS: 




“ DETAILS := 




COLEMAN LEROY HACKER 4 . Dayton^ Oiiio, f orme3?,)iA f 
f r i end or "y i o t xms' Las . n o_:s-U3p.ac-tsl as_: to- 
b'pmL in^ on, '-12/2^/gl of victims? re si.denc e* 
Su ggear PB.I_itttjeieii^'^^^ of 2 persons at. NYC 
N.'Y., and' of 6 persons in Miami territory ’ 
for. information as, -to possible' suspects*' 




ALL 'INFORMATION 'GONTAINED- 
'HEREIN' IS unclassified/, J 


> . ' - ' , . ' . ' Investigation., in:,’ this- riat ter %as predicated" upon; > 

■ Mi ami teletype to . N ew York and Cincinnati .. dated Janu ary 2k lb ' 

„ requesting. Cinoi , of Da yton. Oh ioA 
^ and, requesting New York to interview o ne .ROWLAND WATTS', *’ at NewYor-k 
N. ew Yo rk* ^ 

“ ■ • Thte .Miami Office stated Inf ormaitlon had been ^re~. ‘ 

rceived tKat HACKER and had 'obnduct ed:-o , onsiden,ab le inv eS-tlga tion* 

of "pe ohage cases in and ^^aroimd Lake County. Elorida'.'"^iiT9li^ Ts^ ' 
might haV e I ja f oct at ion.icbncerning t Hel^nat’S^e^^d^xt en t of , ^v i o t im . '■ 
HARRY -T * MOORE* s' activities.-.in-thiy^^ :reaT^^: . : r;- .. .. , 

■ '■ ‘.I- ■■ AT DAYTOF, t>HIO ' ' ; 

\ • t CO LEMAN LEROY HA QKER . iSl 'Liscum Drive'. .Davton. • ' 

now ^ a .Qhalif ic at ions Examin er Utilization' Branch, •Civilian P'ersdnnel 
Bectiohj • A'dmini strut ive“Divi sion, P6st./l32 M, Building-' 262. A, .Aren' A, ‘ 
Wri ght -Pat ter son Air Ford e . B as e .v, phohe. ext'etit ion 59200, fwag^nter- '' ' 

.viewed at'vhis of fice ^on'*'3^uarv 30' aiid - Pebruapv 1. ' an3~fT^~ , 

ni shed' 'tl^e' following information; -) , ; ‘ -y y 


too NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
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He first made the_ acq uaintances hip of both 
vict ims about 19^^ of "HARRY ’ Tr"l00RFw ar‘'^^!e]rT"^^ 

at the Mims, Florida, " Grade School and hagtcto. was a teacher in 
the Public School at Ormond, F lorida, HAC KER later became a 
Pr ofess or of Social Sciences "andTHead of th^So'ci'al Sciences 
DepaFSbient of the B e thunp^GpptoJ iB^gallg^e at Daytona Beach, 
Florida, HARRY T. MOORE attended the Bethune-Coolsman College 
during HACKER’ s facurEy’‘^npTo5m©nr‘^^ 

Bethune-Gookman College in 19ii 8. 

— Milan jiMiinnuwjuiiiiWiiip '"m »i'viwi'f i|ii nrrnriH' 

HACK^ has no suspects in the bombing of 
the victims’ residence on "Dec emP er at Mims, Florida, 

He has the general opinion th at the bo mbing of-..the victims w as 
in reta liab1i^''f0r "HAlSF*lPTn^0!KE'’”3''^^^^ in Lake C oun'Sy, 

Florida, and i mmediate vicinity as State S e cr e tarY__of._ j;h,e„Elor i da 
Chapter o f the ; HAtipnal„As^..op,.iBt Xob»Jlo^^-h.e ^d em ent of 
Colored People, 


HACKER made Inquiries into peo nage matters 
xn Alachua County^ Florxda^ iSTtne s omi rnjsj* on' assignm ent 

by ROICDAHD WA TTS , ' ^ at torney ^ " who wa s , then and now , ' Director 
of tfaie Workers Defense League with of f ic e"^' at'""^Roora"3^'‘5T*’l'^ East 
IT ine t eehth srr e ev , ~ifexrTiFET*1^'^iroi^*‘nifrTO ous 

wide backgromd in conducting confiden tial peonage investiga- 
tlo ns and ’'^everal*""years'' ago” ' gave"' inE6 rma'Si^n’’To”“1BH^^ a 

peo nage' matt¥F"lji"^whlch'‘'sn^iff ¥ILLIS IfcS ALL '^ *'oT* La£e "'*^8om 
Florida, was .the pr inc ipaT^suSn 'ectt ^ ^ 

¥ ATTS had an excellent informant in peonage 
ma tter s , intr oduc ed by' WATTS to' 'HA^Ci3^“ i!n”'""'iSEe , 
recalled by HACKER as being a white man who sells kerosene 
"house to house” for his own company, in’ Lake County, Florida, 
Ihis man lives at Eustis, Florida, and is 48 to ^0 years of age. 
He is also a Preacher at Leesburg, Florida, He gave WATTS con- 
siderable Information in an investigation by WATTS about 1948 ' 
or 1947 concerning peonage in the orange groves of Lake County, 
Florida, WATTS should be able to supply his full identity. 
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HACKER further suggests int e rvi e\i of one.X?\ 
!EERRENCE."aMffiY”j4cCi^a3K:, age 38 , an' econ^sF^d’l^T:err-^&?> 
htimanit^ian suDjec^Fs^'^'^xir residing at li}. Leroy Street, ^ 
Greenwich Village, New York, New York.' MCCAR THY was at L ake 
County , Florida, in the s'utnmer of 19 *^0. making^ an inves^ iga- 
tion for 'purposes of- a magazine article of the sSo'oTing by 
Sheriff IrTlKIIS^cGp^ ComtyTFlorida, of WALTER LEE 

IRVIN anH‘‘TS!ffltlEirSSEFEIERD, two of four colored men allegedly' 
involved in the rape of a white girl or x^oman at Lake Comty, 
Florida, 


McCarthy met nxmerous people in Groveland, 
Florida, while making his investigation, and may have possible 
suspects in mind, or be able to suggest likely sources of in- 
formation, relative to the bombing of the home of the victims 
in this case. 


Mc Carth y was himself attacked a nd b eaten 
unknoxjn as^allant.S-.,!wfaSei!5bn5uct^!g**Bis'*^xnvestT ^atiorr°to 
the vicin lty_o.£JQe.e.3bjJrg.« Flor ida , shori iy '^aSt'Sr“th e shooting 
of IRVIN and SHEPHERD by Sheriff McCALL. 

HACKER also had the following suggestions 
as to persons who might possibly have information of value to 
the FBI in this matter: 

R ANDOLPH LEE ‘ 

Teacher at the Canpbell Street High School, 

Da ytona Beach, F lorida 

LEE has nmiierous contacts in the vicinity 
of Daytona Beach, Florida, and might assist the FBI in develop- 
ing information of value. 


A Torm^ student of ltr,‘ HACKER’ s at 
Bethune-Cookman College, and now 
Princip al of a Hlgh._SohQ.o.l aF *Eu3ti s, 
Florida, 
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A Mp« Sl'JBESCD ^E. also a former student ‘ 
of HACKER* s at Bethune-Coolaaan College, 
and now a Tea cher of Social Scienc es 
at the Lees burg, Florida , High School 

A Mrs, DOROTHY -HESTE R, of Mims, Florid a, 
who is a beautician, 

Both Mrs. HESTER and her husband, whose 
first name is not recalled by HACKER, have considerable in- 
formation as to racial conditions in the vicinity of Mims, 
Florida, and HAGKEIR suggests that both be interviewed by the 
FBI in this matter. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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ADMIHISIRATIVE PAGES 


LEADS ; 

ms MIAMI DIVISION 


¥ill determine whether or not the follow- 
ing individuals have as yet been interviewed, and if not, 
will consider the desirability of such interviewst 

AT DAYTONA BEACSI, FLORIDA 

RANDOLPH LEE, a Teacher at the Campbell 

Street High School, 

AT EUSTTS, FLORIDA 

A Mr . PINCKNE?, Principal of the local 

High School. 

AT LEESBURG, FLORIDA 

A Mr, SWEETWINE, Teacher of Social Sciences 
at the Leesburg High School. 

After advice from New York as to the full 
identity of the white man who is' a Preacher at Leesburg, Florida, 
and who lives at Eustis, Florida, will determine the desirability 
of interview of this individual. 

AT MIMS, FLORIDA 

Mrs* DOROTEIY HESTER, a beautician, and her 
husband, first name unknown, 

HiE mM YORK DIVISION 

AT NElf YORK, NEW YORK 

Will first check the indices and thereafter" 
interview ROIifLAND ¥AH?S, Director of the Workers Defense League, 


CIN. #ij.ij.-62 


ADMICTISTOATIVE PAGES 

whose office is Room ^09 1 112 East Nineteenth Street, New 
York, New York, Ihe New York Office has considerable informa- 
tion in its files concerning the Workers Defense League, 

Will check indices and thereafter inter- 
view one TERREMCE "TEIRRY" McCARIHY, an economist and writer, 
age 38 , residing at lij. Leroy Street, Greenwich Village, 


REFERENCE: Miami teletype ’to Nexij York and Cincinnati, 

dated 1/24/52, 

New York teletype to Cincinnati, dated 1/28/52, 
Miami letter to the Director, 'cc to all offices 
in continental United States, dated I/ 1 I/ 52 . 







fEl'F''AL RM^iFAX OF 
U, •'.. OEPWTMFN’ Qn^TICE 


feTYPE 


/9-22 PM EST 


Kr* I 

H^eiyn I 

Mr* _ _ I 
Mfo I 

■ Mii% G!?;vm_ .. I 
Mr* ) 

Mi'c ; 'i^'M / - 

Mi; 

Mr. Lji^i \\\f,\ _ 

Ti'Ie. l\ -Vi 

^-li. - ~ 

Idfa '/)- i 




'/ 


E^I, MIAMI 2-15-52 /9-22 PM EST ')0 - j 

DIRECTOR, FBI URGE N'4 

ATTN. ASST. DIRECTOR A'. ROSEN 

G.1.r:6 . fX^-' 

<t> Cp ^ 

UNSUBS, HARRY MOORE, HARRIETT MOORE, VICTIMS, DECEASED, CR.'^ALEX | 

AKERMAN, DEFENSE ATTORNEY IN GROVELAND CASE, INTERVIEWED TODAY. AD-j;^-^ 

VISED HE MET MOORE SEVERAL YEARS AGO, STATED MOORE NEVER GAVE HIM ■ 

ANY REPORT, EVIDENCE, OR INFORMATION IN REGARD GROVELAND CASE. ADVISED 

DOES NOT HAVE ANY INFO RE MOORES ACTIVITIES OR THREATS TO MOORE RE 


GROVELAND CASE, 


WALL 


RECO.rrD * 

ACK AND HOLD PLSE. ■ 

0 » 

9-25PM OK FBI WA JT H ° 
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Pphruapj I|,, 1952. 




Fop yoap'l^omtitiB.-i a« enclosing n copy of a pesoluMon 
pasooci bj tho Sxocuiive &ap(5' of _tbO Beflfopl Stuyvesant Beiahiorboed 


.TOO. peaciutaon was rorwapijod to the Bta?(?an by miliaH l-l. .Saylor, 
Pres.iaont^ by letter dated Jetaary 39, 1952, .va'ich' letter has. been 

i3iotowl0dge(3*"' V - ' '"'V . ■ * 
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A BESOLUTIOH ‘ 

WHEREAS the citizens of Bedford Stiayford, along 
with millions of other self-respecting citizens in other communities 
throughout the United States were shocked heyond expression at the news 
of the hrutal and uncivilized, homh^ on last Christmas night, in Mims, 
Elori^^of^^S ^y^opre and Harriet^opre, his wife, and 

WHEREAS, this dastardly crime has aroused world- 
wide condemnation and head-bowed shame to these citizens regardless of 
race, color or creed, who believe sor firmly in the constitutional processes 

of the Nation, therefore be it 

RESOLYED: (l) That the Governor of the State of : 

Ilorlda Ue admonlslied' for His failare'to take effective steps leading to 
the apprehension of the perpetrators of this outrageous crime, and (2) j 

that the. State of Florida be petitioned to make ad^uate provision both with 
respect to the protection and the financial well-being of the dependents and 
beneficiaries, of the deceased, and (S) That the President of the United 
States.. be criticised for his failure ..to publicly denounce this shameful , 
crime, and further that the President be petitioned to do everything in 
his power to bring the culprits before the bar of Justice, and (4) That the 
itj 5 ^gj-Ssnsial.of the United States be petitioned to convene a special - 

panel of the Srand Jury to insure that a thorough Investigation of this 
appalling crime, as well as any acts of negligence on the part of the law 
enforcement-officers concerned therewith, and leading to the arrest., trial . 
and punlshmeit of the criminals Involved and (5) That a campaign be .fnltlated 
in this area and other areas throughout the couitry for the purpose of 
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tile State of Florida, said campaign to continue indefinitely until such 
time as this wave of gangsterous' crinies in' that state shall have 
subsided and the people of Florida assume a sense of responsibility 
befitting the inhabitants of a civilized s,tate, ^d finally (6) that 
copies of this resolution be forwarded to' all public officials and 

r 

agencies involved as well as to the Commit t^ee on Human Helatiohs of the 
United -Nations ♦ 


Dated: January S4, 1952 


RespectfiTil^subMt ted : 
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, pir&atpvfmp^ ' 
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. , . Reurtel, February i3.;|j i953/ bo^oeming ’ 

with: Carl Sandebs,/ ■Cohstabie..at-.Wi3atPr-'Gardpn., . ' • ; 


Sah^era .,hbi£ttsed‘.to' p 60 pB 3 ^atp. vilth .agphts'a.'as a 
•eaforoemejit officer./ atatin^- !t^fc-Ms.^Kla!a 'oaib^' prevented, him . 
frofe divulgirig any KXsn inforsidtioh or identity of IKlan mem- ' ‘ 

'bora* ‘ ■ - : ■'■■: ^ ■ ., * ■' 


. : '- : It , is desired that youV'p'romptly vi^rhiahitha;.Btireah, Vi 

.jyith'fuli details in regard; to tiiis’inforiaatibni;';Xojibhouia ’ . - -...' 
alao report whether the ageata.; 0 ?= yoarVofficO; haire^ bmtaoted - .- ,; 
•Sanders in the- pist in, coah,e 0 ti 6 a:withVBureau' >?orh^.: snd' if ’-so,. ; o' 
the; degree, o.f cooperation -whibh- he e 35 hilbite.dVht that time.’fi ' 
you should, also', furnish .your reoomendatiba to the Bureau con- . 
..oerning. the Bureau* s future reiat'ionship mth Shndens. ’ . ■ 


’•• '■: , .■■' .'(^.4.., check - of . the ‘geh;eral;indice’sof ^ the.VBurehu . failed x V.' -; 

■tp reflect any reference which could, -have deterniined'Vas per- .. . - 
taining,' to;, Sender s..^ ' *'V; V rV- -.V \--.x 
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Nichcb ™ 1 

£23r, j 

Mr, Ck'grf 
Mr, GIn\in 
Mr, 

^ 

Mit Trcj::J^^ 

Miv X^u-oiilia 

kiiT, M — — 

Tele. T 

Mr. !'»< — 

Micz- t'^^andy 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


URGENT 



ATTN, ASST, DIRECTOR A, ROSEN 

U NSUBS, HARRY^OORE , HARRIETT^OORE, VICTIMS , DECEASED, CR,^ CO NSTABLE., 

CARL SANDERS, WINTER GARDEN, FLORIDA, AREA INTERVIEWED, ADMITS BEING 

MEMBER OF KLAN IN PAST., SAYS HE IS NOT NOW A MEM BER ^^CA^Ek fE JM., 

NOT PAID HIS DDES IN ABOUT A YEAR. REFUSED TO COOPERATE WITH" AGENTS 

AS A LAW ENFORCPIENT OFFICER, STATING HIS KLAN OAT PREVENTEDj HIM 

[from divulging any KLAN INFO OR IDENTITY OF KLAN MEMBERS, i^BELIEVES 
H' • f/ '■ •■ (!T 

HIS KLAN oat/ MORE BINDING THAit HIS DUTY AND OBLIGATION 'AS &N ELECTED 

^ 1 b6 

OFFICIAL, 

^ J... -.i.....,„!iij;.iLr3 

-AD-VISES_1T IS RUMORED THAT JAMES BRANTLEY , . 
.S, G, QUOT E BUCK UN QUOTE. WILLIAMS, AND HORACE DUDL EY TOOK , , PAR.T.„IN. . 
gHOOTING AND BEATING OF ARTHUR , HENRY HOLLAND , ON JANUARY TWELVE LAST , 
ALSO THAT DUDLEY IS CLOSE FRIEND AND ASSOCIATE OF GRANGE COUNTY 


DEPUTY SHERIFF P. C. COEEM^. j (j 

'■^'""WALL 

£5 

CGRR PLS LINE SEVEN THIRD WORp^SHG.Ullb BE "OATH” 


LINE SEVEN FIFTH WCJRD SHOULD BE ”THAN” 

LINE NINE FOURTH- WORD SHOULD BE "RESIDENT” 


ACK PLS 
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' , X>IREdTOE,, FBI - 2/12/52 

SAC J iffisr ORIGANS '(44--397) - , ; . 

tnJKNOM SUBJECTS )■ - . . UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; ' 

Bombings of Carves? Tillage ^ Bombings of Jewish Temples, 
^ ' Edison Center, Mian^ Florida Schools and Centers, 

September 22 ,‘ 195i^ and BHami, Florida 

November 30, .1951 CIVIL HiCHTS 

. CIVIL RIGHTS * ■ 

■ , ■ , , : .. . UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

UNKNOWN OBJECTS; . . Usm.aniiie Incident, Sts. 

HARRY T^pOORE TICTiM (deceased) Peter and Paul Catholic 
HARRiEKrNOORE - VICTJii (deceased) Church, Miami, Florida 
' . CIVIL RIGHTS •• . . , CiTIE RIGHTS 


M’ 


t 


, Re Miaini letter' 1/11/52,, requesting contacts with office 
sources and informants ^'lii the Eu;Einx Elan for possible suspects, in 
captioned* .cases , , ■ ■ - ■ ' . , • ' ■ 

/ .Sipbe there is no organized Klan activity in this Division, 
no , inquiries have been, made 'along' the lines .suggested in relet. ' 
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cc; Miami X^^^-25S(4^-264) (4^270) (44-271^ 
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ivin KzelJvla* 


Mr. 

Mr- 

XMe. 

Mr. |s€a:.^.e.. 


FBI/ MIAMI ^ 

/. 2-20-52 10-2S ^ A RNW 

«fRECT 08 , PBI -i-V, , , , il^ m 

ATTN. ASST. DIRECTOR A. ROSEN « ^ 

MSUBS, harry T.^OOHE,' HARRIETT ^OORE, VICTIMS, DECEASED, CrI 
P HOTOS OF SUSPECTS JAMES B, JOHMSOM, HIS I [v 


7V 


— J OBTAINED. PHOTOS 

r OTHER SUSPECTS AMD KLAMSMEM BEIMC OBTAIMED AFTER WICK AIL PHOTOS 

WILL BE EXHIBITED TO »v,^ ,,,, 

. I OTHERS WHO SAW TWO WHITE 

AT MIMS, FLORIDA WHO INOUIRED AS TO MOORE-S. WHEREABOUTS. ALSO 

^ , ORLAMDO, FLORIDA. .IMVESTIGATION PRESENTLY IN PROGRESS AT 

DEvIL™"“ WSCELLANEOBS RUMORS HHICH TO DATE HAVE 

developed no additional INFORMATION OF VALUE. 


WALL 
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l^ymnNo.l 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


REPORT MADE AT 

MIAMI 


FEDEF\ ^^^REAU O F INV E^ w 


DATE WHEN 
MADE 



IFEB 1 1 1 


REPORT MADE EY 

TOBIAS Eo MATOaiEWS, JR. 


(Ti S> 


CHARACTXR orcAsa 


SYNOPSIS OP PACTS: 
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mmam sm^M3TS; 0 ( 

hares: Ti-m)RE, HAKOETT J&XDEE - s' ^ ^ 

VIOTBB (deceased) 

5 OP pacts: Additional Intenri.ews of associates of (I 

victim MDOEE in HAACP and P\?Ly also 
associates and residents of MSLmsj Fla*» 
pro&iced little of value® Suspect A. 
FOETEJffiEREOi: on interview 2-5-52, stated, 
never knew victims although heard HAEET 
I T. MDORE -was negro leader in Ite area 
and was rvaaored MOORE influenced negro 
against FORMBEREff in election in 
f-f ^ Tdiich FOBUMBERET defeated. FORTEMBERET 

claijns he has no ardmosil^ or hard f eel- 
\w against MOORE, also does not have 
vj>y ary information re identity of persons 

T'P-^rvTnfi'ihip. -PoT* hran'hj.ng MOORE residence. 

I T did not positively 

identify photos of suspects EELVIN and 
BR00KI2N as. individuals inquiring at 
Minis, Fla. re yiier eabouts MOORE resi- 
dence although ! I selected photo 

of suspect BEOOKEXN, stating that par- 
ticulan photo more closely resembles one 
Vy of the men than piv other seen . T-1 

jy believes suspect f I one of 

Y gror^ of "vdiite men that shot colored 

' tsDd driver at Mnter Garden, Fla. on 

J -12-^2 . T~2 advised in about 6/51 

-vas soliciting members for KKK 

and at time stated to T-2 »*there*s a 
^ biggety s— o— b— , HAREQT MOORE, at 

10ms, Florida, who is getting out of 


Cim. RIGHTS 


SPECIAI. AOEMT 

IN CMAROE 




« USA, Tsoirpa 
2 --.Charlotte (info) 
2 - Savannah ‘ 

2 - Nevr York (±nfo) 
6.,*^ MiaKd (44-270) 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


nm 


IB8B0 

.153 


SfEB 13/i1952 





^ This efifiSadwssfeA report and its contents are loaned to y; 
to be distributed outside of agency to -which loaned. 
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hand»> and indicated scaneiMng was gcdng 
to happen to MXffJB* T-3 advised sus- 
pects SCHMITT and JtJDAH «ai5)are favor.- 
ahly to tviD men i*o Inquired at Mms as •fet 
to viiereabouts of 1SX)RE residence; both 
KLan msmbers, have poor reputations, sus- 
pected of participating in killling of 
MELVIN WOMfiDK, colored, and other terror- 
ist activities. Klan- "renegades", Apopka, 
ELa., interviewed and background infoima- 
id-on concerning their activities devel- 
oped but no direct information obtained 
re MCORB incident. I I one of 

renegades, assisted suspect BELVIN in 
blowing stumps with dynamite approodmately- 
Ig years ago. Dy namite already at BELVIN 
place and| does not know source of 

supply. Additional efforts to locate . 
source of dynamite unproductive* Identi- 
fication and interviews of persons at- 
tending funeral of victim HARRST T. MOORE 
have produced little of value. Father ■ 
arid mother of deceased SAMUSL SHEPHERD 
■ advised they have no knovtledge re MDORB*‘s 
activities in behalf of SAMUEL SHEPHEIRD 
or any information re boilibing MOORE 
residence < 


be 
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UnSRTIEWS OF ASSOCIflJCES GF VICTHTMOOKE IN 
NAACP AND PVL. ALSO RESIDENTS OF TPTOBTnfl 


^ ^ foUovdng invesfeigataon vas conducted by Special 

0R7IIIE F, MsYAI at Fort- %ers, Florida, on January 19 and 


BASK: The. letterhead, of the Progressive Voters League 
, of KLorida, 31io,, of -which -victim HARR! To MDORB -waa 
gecutive Secretary, lists A. wAlkER, Fort %era, Plorr 
ida, as a member of the Board, of Directors o The fol- 
lovdng invegtiga.ti.cn Vv^g oonductei to detersrdne the 
e:^ent of his relati.onship -with victims and any infoarma- 
tion he might, have relating to the persons responsible 
for their deaths. 


29, 


■x 


jf 

i 


ana- 


' Investigation reflected^fae A/kmiCER referred to above vaa 

most likely identical i<ith ARMENUSmLKER< 1534 Paid^, a janitor at 
se-veral establishments in Fort %ere, Florida» ' ' , > 

r 

AR!®ros WAI.KBR was. interviewed on January 29, 1952, and ad- 
vised he has been a member of -the Board of Directors of "the Pro^:es.siye 
Vpt§.rsJ^ague^jeJlo£idaj^g5£5^for several yeai's and is PresideiA oF"”" 
the Fort J^rs Chapter of the Naticaial Association for the Advancement 
of CJolored People, having held that position since it was organized -in 
about 193S. WALKER advised he has known the victim, HARK! T. MDORB,- 
since about 193B and has attended several meetings of the NAACP with him 
in Tampa, Florida, -Tuskegee, Alabama, and Charleston, South Garoldna. 

, He stated he \iias on good terms -with MOORE and liked and respe^ed him* 
WALKER was noncommittal with respect to MOOREf s close friends but indicated 
E. K. BASE of live Oak, Florida, and BRTAlfT of ilSke Wales, Flor- 

ida, both of whom -were active in the NAACP and the Progressive' Voters 
League of Florida, "Die*, were pi*obebly closest to him. 

WALKER advised that MOORE had a good reputation in the NAACP 
and to his knowledge got along well with the membership. He stated he 
had heard there was some opposition to MOORE within the 'NAACP and that 
this matter arose at the November..' 1951 meeting of the NAACP in Daytona 
Beach, ^orida, but that he did not attend that meeting aod is not in 
possession of ■tiie details of this particular matter. 
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He advised he has never heard of any threats against MDOEB 
and that' he does not know of any enemies that MDORE might have had, 
either vd.thin or withont the NAACP or the Pro^essive Voters league of 
Florida, 3hc. He added that MOORE had not confided to him with respect 
to such matters. ' - 

TIjaLKER advised he thinks that MOOEE»s activities in connection 
with the events arising otrt of the Groveland case are lesponsihle for 
his death and that he believes some segiients of the Ku Klux Klan stq 
responsible for MOORE’ s death. He was unable to name anyone, whom he 
might suspect or furnish any direct information viiatsoever concerning 
instant matter. 

He declined to identify by name ary Other members of the NAACP 
or the progressive 'Voters League of KLorida, Ihc. idio might be in a 
position to furnish information concerning the death of the victims, 
other than to name the two individuals listed above as friends of the 
victim. VJAIKEH was ' gerierally noncommittal and insisted in speaking" only 
in broad generalities. 
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The f oUovdng Inv^tigation was conducted by Special 
Agent H. MAME SWENNET at Orlando, ilorida, on January 25, 1952. 

BASIS: To interview EOSCOE 1. LACET, 542 West Carter, 
to determine the natiure of the strife existing within 
the NAAGP organization at Orlando and to determine 
idiether or not MOORE was in any way ^volved. 




ROSCOE L/^CET, 542 West Carter, advised the loc^ strf.fe 
existing mthin the KAACP at Orlando first cane into being in 1949 
when JOHNNIE P... ET.T.TS was elected president of the local chapter. 
According to lACET, iJiere existed within the local chapter, of the 
NAACP two factions, one made up of the younger mCTibers, namely, ETIjS 



it the time of the inception of this strife existing within 
. the NAACP at Orlando it was felt by lAOES: that it vjas precipitated 
by the younger group taking , command of the organization and the older 
group felt they, TAnTiy and ELLIS, were (kamunistically inclined and 
dominated. LAGEI advised the strife witl^ the local chapter grew 
exceedingly worse to the point viiere JOHifeON attempted to orga^ze 
a separate chapter in Orlando; however, this chapter was not rbcog~ 
nized by the National Headquaitsrs in New York. 


He advised ftirther that MX)RB did not take issue with' the 
existing strife nor attempt to settle the difficulty. 

JOHNNIE P,^ILIS, Route 7, Box 3720, president of the Or- 
lando chapter of the'NAACP, furnished substantially the same iMonaatioin 
as LACEY relative the strife existing within the NAACP at Orlando and 
stated that one of MDOREts' faults was the fact he did not wa^ to 
create ary hard feelings and vrould not **slap down” the oppositiOh; how- 
ever, MOORE only **vdjnked at .it”. ELLIS stated MOORE had been a Close 
friend and associate of JOHNSON and that the local strife was mainly 
between Titr.T.T.q and JOHNSON 'and had' risen to the point idiere EUJS 
presently has a lawsuit pending a gain et JOHNS^ for accusing hdm of 
nisappropriating. NAACP -funds and being a Oommunxst. 




JIG^egh 
MM AV270 


The foUovdng investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
JOSEIPH I, CaiEALY on January 25 and 26^ 1952, at Hollywood^ Florida, 

BASIS: Interview ARTHUR SHIPMAN, meniber of the Board 
of Directors, Pix)gressive Voters League of Florida, 

Inc, for any information he may have relating to this 
case and any threats mde against victim HAERI T* MDOEB 
who was. Executive Secretary of this organization. 

ARTHUR EVERETT^HIPi-IAN, 2215 Cody Street, Hollywood, Florida, 
advised he' is presently employed with the Seaboard Railroad at the Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, station as a baggage man, 

.He stated he was a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Progr essive Vote rs. Xeague-of^ldiida — Inc, at Hollyvtood, Florida, and 
that he had come in contact with HARRT T. MOORE throu^ his activity with 
this organization. SHIPMAN stated he had known MOORE since 19 AS bub. never 
had occa^on to meet or beccaae acquainted with his wife, HARRIETT MOORE, 

He stated he was not intimately acquainted with MOORE and only knew him 
through his contact at meetings of the Progressive Voters League of 
Florida, Inc.« He pointeck^out that the meetings of this group were held 
at Ocala, Florida, 

V/itii' regard to any close friends of the victim, SHIPMAN stated 
the only individual he could suggest would be, EDWARD D. DAVIS who resides 
in Ocala, Florida, 

SHIPMAN pointed out that MOORE was hi^ly regarded and respected 
by the members of the Progressive -Voters League of Piorida, Inc* and he 
personally never knew MOORE to have any enemies. He added he was never 
aware of anyone having made any threats agaix^st MOORE, . 

In connection with the incident that had taken place in this 
case, SHIPMAN stated that since it happened he has thought the matter over 
very carefully in his mind and has no idea whatsoever who could have 
caused the -death of .HAREQC MOORE and his wife, SHIPMAN pointed out that 
he is anxious to help in any .way he can in this matter and in the event 
any information comes to his attention he will bring same immediately to 
the attention of this Bureau, 




I 
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The foUovdiig investigation -was conducted by Special Agent 
•H» WA213E SI'QUNET at Clexniont> Floridaj-on January l6, 1952. 


BASIS: To reinterview BEM^taLIS, Box 799, Clermont, 
Florida, President of the Clermont Chapter of the 
jlA^g^and determine from him what information he has 
relative MOORE *s activity in the Groveland area dur- 
ing July, 1951. 


*3«{- 


BEN W HJJS , Box 799 , upon relnterview advised he re.calls 
victim MOORE and his wife coming to Clermont in July, 1951 , at which 
time they held a meeting of the NAACP in the local colored church. 
■Wims stated that MOORE brought with him a Mr* HALT, as a guest 
speaker from Altamonte Springs, Florida, and that MOORE introduced 
the speaker. Mr. WITJiIS stated this meeting ms in Clermont and 
he knew of no activity in Groveland by MOORE and that there was no 
chapter of the NAACP in Groveland. 

■WimS added that, the meeting held in Clermont lasted for 
appro2dmately two hours on a Sunday afternoon and there was no dis- 
turbance or trouble in ary way connected with the meeting. 


~ 8 ~ 
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The following .investigation- was conducted by Special 
Agent TOLLIAM J. LALLEY on January 25 ^ 1952: 

BASIS - The letterhead of. the Prxignfi.s.si.vja- Kat.e.rs 
Leam e^of .FXorijda^J^g » , of which victim T. 

MOORE was Executive Secretary, lists E. K^/ffiASS, 

Live .Oak, Florida, as one of the members of' the 
Board of Directors. The following investigation 
was conducted to ’determine the .extent of his re- 
lationship with the victims and any information 
he might have relating to the persons responsible 
for their deaths. 


s|c >!« 

AT LIVE OAK. FLORIDA ■ 

IVIr. E. K. BASS, Post Office Box 396, Live Oak, ad- 
vised- that he is the President of. the Local Branch of the 
NAACP, and that he is a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Progressive Voters League of Florida, He has known the 
victim, HARRY T. MOORE, for seventeen years’, having first 
met him in approximately 193^ when he, BASS, was living in 
Cocoa, Florida, and' MOORE was residing in Mims, Florida, 

He said, that he was acquainted with- MOORE socially and of- 
ficially through his connection with the NAACP and the Pro- 
gressive Voters League,. 

BASS stated he last ‘saw the victim in Daytona Beach 
on November 25, 1951, -during the NAACP Convention which was 
held from November 23rd to November 25th, 1951» He said that 
it was at this time that the Convention abolished the pos'ition 
of Executive Secretary which MOORE held, and this was done for 
purely financial reasons, according to - BASS, 

BASS stated the .organization was. indebted to MOORE 
for back salary in his activities in the NAACP, ^d although 
MOORE had voluntarily served on a non-salary basis, it was 
considered by the Convention that it would be more appro- 
priate to abolish the position entirely until such time as 
they wore financially able to pay more for his annual salary-. 
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BASS advised that he knev/ of no group' within the 
I'JAACP organization that was opposed to MOORS and felt that he 
was well regarded by all delegates to the Convention and mem- 
bers of the NAACP. He said that he knew of no personal 
enemies that. MOORE might have had'J and that when he ' last 
talked with him, MOORE did not mention anything that would 
indicate that his' life was in jeopardy, or that he had re- 
ceived- any threats or was being strenuously opposed by any 
groups, individuals or organiza'tions. . BASS was unable t« - 
furnish any information and had no idea- as to who was re- 
sponsible for the deaths of the victims. 

BASS added ^iyiat -viotiimuMOORE had been very close to 
his mother, Mrs, ROSA ^500RE^, . and that she frequently accom- 
panied him on business trips. A^e said- that Mrs, MOORE could 
be located -through Mrs . BESSIE/^OSTEEL, 937 Reiman Street, 
Jacksonville, Prorida, : Hg_ said\ .-y3>at-^IOORE was also very close 
to Reverend R. H. JOHNSON, -who is a member' of the Board of 
Directors of the NAACP, and resides on Paramour Avenue in 
Atlaiiha, Georgia, MOORE was also a very good friend of ..Reverend 

Saaford, Florida, MOORE, according to B.^S, 
has an' uncle, .HENR'T^YSON , who resides in a rural area south 
of Wellborn, Florida\ ' - ^ 

BASS added that he was acquainted with HARRIETTKOORE - 
through his friendship with HARRY T. MOORE, however, he knew 
nothing of her background that would be of assistance in this 
investigation to determine the individuals , responsible for her, 
death. ■ ■ - 
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The foUovdng investigation vjas conducted by Special Agent 
H. 'WAYKE SWIMEI at Ocala 

BASIS; Contact ED D 
Hoilda to ascertain 

MOOEE to ascertain activity of ar^r individual v^io had yol- 
unbeered to take MDORE’s job on a ocantniasion basis and 
details leading to. sudi offer and to determine from him 
hovr the payment of $2 500.00 in back pay "was to be made 
to MOORE. 


.Florida, on January 16, 1952.. 


4DAVIS, Pr esident. of_the N AAG£.,of 

ii there is a personnel file of 


ED. D. DAVIS, 601 ¥eeb Broad-way, advised .the.re was. no personnel 
file to his knowledge on Executive Secretary HARRY T. MOORE and that the 
only file vbich might have been made would have been in MOORE^s posr 
session at his home in Mms, Flpiida. 

He advised with reference to the $2500.00 viiich was to be 
raised to pay MOORE for his back salary, the plan was to assess each 
branch of the NAACP SP, much each year and that upon receipt of the 
payment from the branches they would pay the money to MOOEE. 

DAVIS stated that at the State Convention in Daytona Beach, 
Floiida, the matter relative a volunteer to take- MOORE* s .position on a 
commission basis did not- come to the floor of the. meeting. He added, 
h<n^ever, that V. D, HAWKINS might have been behind such, a plan inasmuch 
as HAI’JKIWS on one occasion made such a statement to DAVIS at Ocala, 
Florida. DAVIS stated that HAWKINS had indicated he would take the 
position cn a commission basis vdaereby he would get a percentage of 
all mon^ he, HAWKINS, raised in membership, drives, fund drives, cam- 
paigns, etc. . 

DAVIS volunteered information that, he felt that should the 
Lake County case be counected with the bombing in Mims, Florida, that 
one DOC JONES, vitio is employed af the Lane Park Cottages just souUi of 
Tavares, Florida, by ¥.'C. WILLINGHAIV might be able to furnish informa- 
tion concerning same. He stated DOC^^^NK, colored, had killed a 
Bahaman worker at Tavares, working inl^he citrus industry i^en JONES 
caught the Bahaman sleeping with JONES* wifei According to DAVIS, 
Sheriff WILLIS V. McCAIi told JONES he would have nothing .to wo:^ 
about as they would not do aiything to him for killing a negro in Lake 
County. 
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He statM that within three months following the killing 
he saw DOC JONES- in Ocala, Florida, and asked him how he got out of 
jail whereupon JONES advised that Sheriff McCAlL had had him paroled 
to VI, C. VffllINGHAMc It was DAVIS* opinion that. DOG JONES might, under . 
these circumstances, be indebted to Sheriff McCALL and might have ob- 
tained information concerning the victims for Sheriff McCALL, 
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^The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
tKESill Ao MaUIET at Riviera Beach, Florida, on January X7> 1952. 

\y ■ ■ ■ , 

BASIS; interview ERIC V.^SAEGENT, Progrgasd ^-Jpt-ers..^. 

■ Leagu eL^£^EloMday*Inc=» , for argr information relating 
. to this case and any threats made against victim MOORE 
vAio was Executive Secretary of this organi 2 jation» 

■5BB5- 


ERIC V. SARGENT, 102 Illinois Avenue, advised he only knew 
HARRT T. MOORE through the NAAOP meetings and only met him ^ve or six 
times, each time at NAACP meetings. He stated he does not know MOOEE*s 
friends and that he did not know MOORE* s vdfe at all. He said MOOPJS 
was well liked in the HAACP and to his knowledge did not have any enemies 
qnd had not received any threats. Heicould offer no information of 
value to this investigation. 
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follcrtoi»s: investi^tioii was conducted iy Special Agent 
Ho WAUSDS sraSNEr on February 5» 1952j’ at AltacionteSprxngs, Florida. 


BASIS: To interview L. R/mASON, member of the Board of 
Directors, Progr^sive_Jget^sJLgag!^_.of»Eloid.da, 3jic., for ■ 
any inf ormation he might have relateve to the instant case . 
and any threats made to MOORE as known by him. 




L. R. MASON on interview advised he had no knowledge of ^y 
threats or accusations having been made, against HARRY T. MOORE and -con-- 
sidered birri a most hunible individual idio never attempted to cause • 
trouble. 

MASON stated b-f.q last contact with MOORE was. dtxririg the ^ first 
part of 1951 when he spoke at one of the churches in Mtamonte Sp^ngs. 
He advised he knew of no recent activities of victim MOORE and had 
heard no information viiich would indicate the identity of- the per- 
petrators of this crime, nor the reason for the same. 

He advised that, should any information come to his at- 
tention concerning the individuals involved he would immediately 
furnish the same to this office. 
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■The following Inves^gatlon was conducted by Special Agent H, MAINE 
SWINNEI on January 23, 1952 at Altamonte Springs, Florida:- 

BASIS: To interview CADER MASON^NEAl, Secretary, Pro grese-ive Vote rs 
League of Florida, for any infcEnmtion she might have relative to 
the ineE5tScase*Md any threats she might know of having be.en made 
against victim MOOKE who was Executive Secretary of the Progressive 
Voters League of Florida. 


CADER MASON NEAL, Box 106, Altamonte Springs, Florida, advised she 
knew of no threats against MOOREhnd stated he had been in Altamonte Springs 
around March or April of 1951 at which time he spoke in one of the churches ■ 
and was trying to organize a chapter of the NAAGP at Altamonte Spidngs from 
members of the Progressive Voters League of Florida. . 

She advised thfere was no disttasbance or trouble with reference to th^ 
meeting and that . she had heard no comments or discussion in and around Alta- 
monte Springs relative to the reason for the instant explosion. She further 
stated she was MOORE-s closest friend in this vicinity inasmuch as she had 
been schoolmates with him and would know him better than anyone . 

She added that at the time of her last contact with victim MOORE 
he seemed to have no fear or doubt about his work and she, knew of no reason 
for his death. She' added that should any information come to her attention 
she would immediately advise this office. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
VJIIIIAM J. JMDSON on Februaiy 4' and 5* 1952, at lake Walea> ilorida. 


BASiSi/ ABMENBS WALKER, Port JV^ers, Florida, indicated 
P, J^BRTANT, Lake Wales, Florida,- was a close fa^end 
of HAPter T. MOORE. 


PERRT JAMES <®RrMP, 209 Dor sett Avenue, advised that he is 
eiaployed at the Highland Park Club near Lake Wales. He stated that he 
is local, president of the Wai donal Assoc iation for the Advancement of 
Colored People* .He stated that he ^not a^ose* personar*Tii‘e'Hd“"of 
roOEErhnt hecame acquainted -with him in NAACP business, seeing him 
once or twice a year for a period- of seven or eight years. 

BRTAIIT said he last saxir MOORE at -the Campbell S.treet School 
at Daytona Beach, Florida, for a period of about three days, starting 
the day after Thanksgiving., 1951* He said* there was a NAACP state 
conference in Daytona at that time. MOORE left before the conference 
ended. He said that during the conference MOORE did not appear to be 
in the process of conducting any business that would cause anyone to • 
want to viii him. He said he thought. MOORE was- well liked -by vhite and 
colored people and that he was never known to be an agitator. BEIANT 
said he knows of no enemies of the MOOREs and no motive for their death, 
but will advise of any pertinent information coming to his attention 
in. the future. 
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Ihe foUjcwLng invesffcigaticjn was- conducted Isy Special' Agents ROBEBT 
,F. HARTLiANN and TOBIAS E. MATOHEfrJS on .Pebruaiy 2^ 1952 at Mwaj ELorida; 

° BASIS: JOHNNIE BELL, DOROTHI HESTER, JAl^ HESTER^ CRANDALL JEFFER- 
SON WARREN, IIJGIUS MARTOiNO and WALTER GRANT, aXL colored, residents 
of JSms and acquaintances of MOORE, interviewed for any infoiination 
they fflighb have conceiving bombing of MOORE residence « 

JOHNNIE BM.L advised he was bom in Moms, Florida and has spent 
most of his life there. He stated he was acquainted with victim HARRT T. 
MOORE, having seen him 'tumerous times in Ifims, Florida. He advised at the 
time of the bombing of the MOOEE residence he was seated in Grant * s Cafe- 
in the colored section of Mams’ and was talM.ng with JOHN MITCHELL, WAITER 
and SUSIE BELL GRANT. He advised while they were conversing they heard the 
report of the explosion. He stated he did not learn that the MOORE* s resi- 
dence had been bombed until the following morning when he was advised by a 
neighbor and at that time he went over. to view the MOORE*s residence. 

He further .stated he does not liave any information as to the per^ 
sons respmsible for the bombing. During the interview he advised that 
HARRY T. MOORE was well regarded 'by the colored peoile Mims and he, BELL, 
had never heard anyone make any threats concerning MQ(3RE. He said he often 
considered MOORE’S life being in danger due to his work in the NAACP but he 
was of the opinion IfiDORE would never have suffered any violence in Mims, 
Florida, inasmuch as MOCRE was well regarded by both colored and wlfLte in : 
Mims'. . - ■ • , 


He also advised since the bc^ing of the MOORE residence he has 
not received any information concerning activities . of victim MOORE which 
woiild be of any assistance in ascertaining the identity of the . persons re- 
sponsible for' the killing of MOORE and his tdfe. 

DOROTHY HESTER -was interviewed at ’her Beauty Shop which is located . 
across the s'fcreefc from the Missionary Baptist Church in Mdms, Floidda. She 
stated she was personally acquainted "Mith victim HARRY T-i MCXJRE and on 'jihe 
Sunday before ■fche bcaabing of the MOORE residence MOORE made A short talk at 
•the church services bei^ held at the Mlssionaiy Baptist Church in Mims, 
Florida, She stated sh;e ■was present and at that titoe MOOEE discussed his - 
work with the NAACP, calling upon •fche persons present to contribute fihaua- 
cially and to give their perstxial support to the NAACP. She stated MOORE • 
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said he 'was endeavoring to help the nd.nority g]:^i 5 )S in the Uhi ted. States ai^ 
in particnlar the negro group and in this \iiork he had laid his life on 
the altar* She stated that his, statements Tfiiere to the effect that he had 
dedicated his life to the betterment of the negro race. She said he made 
the statement he woTild* not uphold a negro if the negro vjere guilty bub 
he believed everyone should have justice before the law. 

She advised MOORE at no time during his talk made any state- 
ment or gave any indication he thought his life was in danger or "that 
he expected gny "type of violence to result from his work. She said she 
understood from his statement to the effect he. had jOaced his life on 
the' altar, to mean he was dedicating himself ccn^letely to his 'work for 
the betterment of the colored face. 

She also advised she did not hear -any remarks or conversation 
follOTiing MDQRE'^s talk to the effect «MOOHE had preached his own funr 
eral” or that MOORE in any W felt his life was in danger. 

She also stated during the interview that, she had ne-ver made 
any remark nor heard anyone else make a remark to the effect HARHliitfT 
MOORE had been given '*the black bottle”. She said she is not acquainted 
with the expression and has never heard it used by colored people. She 
advised she has not heard any rumor cf statement to the effect that 
HARRIETT MOORE died from the results of -being given a “black bottle”. 

She is of the opinion HARRIETT MOORE died from- the results of the bomb- 
ing and not from scan6 other cause j and pointed out that this seems to 
be • the opinion of the colored residents of Mims • ' 

JAMES HESTER, husband of DOROTHT HESTER, was interviewed 
separately and following the interview of his wife. He stated he does 
not have any information concerning the bombing of the MQORE residence.. 

In regard to the speech made by HAERT-T. MOORE, HESTER furnished sub- 
stantially the same information as furnished by his wife, DOROTHI. 

CRANDALL JSPPERSO^ARREN advised he was acquainted with the 
victim, HARRS: T. MOORE. He s^d he. spoke with MOORE in .f ron-b 
Missionary Baptist Church in Mms, Florida, the Sunday preceedong the 
bombing of the MDOIffl home. He said he did not ^att^d services bub saw 
MOORE in front of the church, ' approached him and. gave him a' #1.00 con- 
tribution toward the , work of the NAAGP. He explained he conversed very 
briefly "with MCORE btcb at that 'bims MOORE did not make ary statement 
or give ahy indication his. life was in danger. WARREN explained 


ki 
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that, on the day of the bombing he, WAEEEN^'Was in.. Tampa,. Florida and, did 
not return to, Ifims, Florida mtil Thursday follovdng the MOOHE bombing. 

HrCIUS MAHTINO, colored resident of Mims, Florida, was present at 
the WAERM residence and he was interviewed separately following the inter- 
view of WAIffiM. MARTIMO stated he was in MBrns, Florida ’at the lime of the 
bombing of the MOORE residence but added he does not have any .infoimaticn 
concerning the identity of the persons responsible for the bombing. 

WAITER 6EIANT advised, he was present at the church service at the 
Missionary Baptist Church when HAiffOT T« MOORE made a short talk on his, 
MOQRE^s work with the NAACP. GRANT stated MOORE called upon the persons 
iresent to contribute financially and to give their personal serviOes to 
the Work of the NAACP . , 

According to GRANT, MOOEiE stated the Groveland case would come to 
trial shortly and made the remark he, MOORE, was doing everything he could 
to see that "justice was done". GRANT stated MOORE at no time made any ' 
statement or cause any indication he believed his life to be in danger. 

He said MOORE devoted his talk almost comiletely to calling upon the per- 
sons present for their support of the NAACP. He said that MOORE made the 
• statement he had dedicated himself to the work of the betterment of the 
negro race but at no time made any statement which gave the impression MOCRE 
"was preaching his own funeral". 

During the intervievr GRANT advised that on the morning following 
the bombing of the MOORE residence , a white deliveryman of. the Bell Bread 
Company of Daytcna Beach, 'Who regularly siipplies bread to GRANT^s restaxiraht 
in Mims, Florida, told GRANT that he> the deliverynah, had heard at one of 
the truck stops in Mims, Florida, that a lohg cord had been observed' at the 
MOORE residence immediately following the bombihg. According- to GRANT the 
deliveryman stated -the cord was reported to have been approximately 150» 
long and extended fran under the MOORE residence. GRANT -was unable to 
furnish any further details regarding tMs information,- ad-vising that the- 
deliveryman did not elaborate of ideh-tify the persons from whcm he received 
the information. GRANT stated -fche deliveryman told him that the MOOIffl 
residence had been bombed and GRANT said this was the first time he, GRANT, 
had heard of the bottihing. 

GRANT -was also questioned during' the interview as to whe-bher or 
not he had ever heard anything to -fche effect that HARRIETT MOORE -was "given 
the black bottle". GRANT stated he had never heard aiy information to that 
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effect'- nor is he acquainted "with the expression "the blaqle bottle” ■which, had; 
pre'siously been reported as having been given to HARRIETT MOORE^ to keep her 
from talking. He stated it is his opinion and understanding, as well as the 
persons around Mims, ■with whcm he had talked, that -HARRIETT MOORE died from 
injuries suffered in the bombing of the MOORE residence. 
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. ■^he foiioftiiig investigation -was conducted 137 , Special .Agents.RC©ERT 

Fi HAHKlANiJ and TOBIAS E. ^THEMS on Fetoruary 1, 1952 af 'Mims, ELorida: 

BASIS; WTT>T.TA M S. lEE, aka Bi.3JL Lee, Mims, Florida,, reinterviewed 
for any infoima'bion he would furnish concerning instant case. 


WHHAM s)SlJSE advised he joined the RuJ^-nx^Klan in 193^ or 1939 
and remained active for a few y.eai*s but discontinued his memhership with the 
i q a n because of "the type of persons that began to come in the KLan". In 
this regard Ik stated that some of the individuals tdio came into the Klan be- 
lieved in’Hjaking the law into their own hands” and were of. such a violent 
nature that he, lEE, did not care to be associated with the KLan. He stated 
he had taken the THar* oath never to diviiLge any of the Klan members and 
therefore could not furnish the names of .axiyone connected with the KLan nor 
did he feel he should furnish any information concerning the Klan»s activi- 
ties. • \ 






be 

:b7C 


Regs-rding his activities on the day of the bombing, LEE again re- 
iterated he was fishing at Preached KIZEK^s camp. . He stated he was acccm- 
p^ed on the fishing trip by B. F. MIEELEE, Sr., B. F. TifflEELEB, Jr. and JOHN 
E7ANSjj all of idiom are related to LEE. 
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During the interview lEE suggested that Agents interview one BILL 
FOLSOM of. Mims, Flojtida, \dio might have sane information of value . 

Following is a description of LEE obtained ‘ through observation and . 
interrogation: ' ' ' ... 

Name ■ . 

Bace 
'Sex 
Age 

■ -Bom 

Place of birth 
Height 
Weight 
• Hair 

■ EIjres 
■ ComplexiQn 

Build 

Marital status 
Wife 

Eesidence 
Qo«nna.t-?Qn , 
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WILLIAM S. LEE 

White 

Male 

43 • 

jidasiQS^ 

.Saiifoxd,,JE3^<3ida 

165 

Kiick, pepper gray 

Brown 

Medium 

Medium 

Married 

ESIHEK LEE 

Mims, Florida 

Raloornar^ f ■P ot faigrrri^al Company 
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The following- investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
ROBERT T, NISCHWITZ on January- 11^ 1952 at Mims, Florida r 

BASIS: LUTHER TAYLOR mentioned that. a JIMflE JOffllSON was 
arrested 5 or 6 years ago for setting off dynamite 
in the Mims area.. He said Sheriff ??ILLI AM S knew 
JOHNSON well. 


Sheriff BILL ^OiLLIAMS of Brevard County advised that JIMMIE JOHNSON 
hasn’t been in Florida for three or four .years* He is. presently working on 
a farm somewhere in Georgia* l/'JIIilAMS stated that JOHNSON was. sexually 
perverted* JOHNSON was an unbalanced person who set off firecrackers and 
was arrested for stealing women’s underwear* YflC TiLIAM S said -JOHNSON was 
a mental case from the past.wai'* JOHNSON was .sent to a farm in Georgia to 
keep him out of trouble* YffT .T .TAMR advised that JOHNSON was not capable 
of perpetrating the instant bombing 
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• The follomng inve^igation. -was conducted by Special Agent 
iiOBERT T. NISCHWITZ on Januaiy 21, 1952, at McLms, Hoidda. 

BASIS: On inilAal interview of JOB EDWARD SMITH he 
failed to tell Agents that an toiknown -woman had ad- 
"vised him that. MDOHE* s home ■ had been bombed,' just after 
Deputy Sheriff CI2DE BATES left SMITH*s heme search 
of the blast area. This fact was uncovered, in an inter- 
•vievr with one "POPCORN”, a young negro idio -was -wi-fch SMITH 
Cteistmas night. • • ’ . 




■JOE EDWARD SMITH, on rein-terview, stated ttet upon being 
interviewed the first "time he forgot about how he first learned of -the 
bombed house being MOORE* ' He stated the woman idio told him of the 
bombing was JOCHIE DAUTBi. He said she yelled at him as he passed . 
that MOORE*s house had been bombed. He then caui^t up -with BATES 
and -told him. 
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The foUovdng investigation "was conducted by Special Agent 
FRED E. GORDON on January l6.j 1952: ‘ 

BASIS - JEFF EILIOTT, Investigator, ad^dsed the 

ASAC it was his infomation, having talked with Dr» R. A* 

CUTTER, at Titusville, Florida, that GEORGE SHARPE, next- 
door neighbor to the MOORE family at Mims, Florida, had re- 
ceived a threat telling him that he was talking too much, 

Vc % -K- -S'r * * 

Doctor R. A. CUTTEIR, 106 First Street, -Titusville, Florida, 
advised that the story about GEORGE SHARPE receiving a threat in that 
he v;as talking too much did not emanate from him. According to Dr, 
CUTTER, ELLIOTT was by that, morning to- question him as to whether or 
not his vinderstanding -was correct that he, CUTTER, had informed that a 
bus driver had been told to keep quiet, .that he was talking too much. 

According to CUTTER, he had told" ELLIOTT this was not the 
truth, that it did not emanate .from him, and that he must have been 
thinking about somebody else, "As CUTTER explained, ELLIOTT said per- 
haps he was mistaken in -this and it must have been JEAN’ SCOBIE, that 
had given him this information, and if and when the FBI Agent came to 
inquire ‘of him^ CUTTER, to tell them to contact JEAN SCOBIE, 

JEAN SCOBIE, General Delivery, Mims, Florida, was contacted 
thereafter, and advised that she had been talking t,o Mr, ELLIOTT of the 
Governor's Office, and had asked him in a general conversation, if he 
had heard a northing about GEORGE SHAPRE , halving received a telephone call 
sasdng that he was talking too much. According to Mrs, SCOBIE, she 
learned her information from her mother, MATTIE LEE RICARD, who lives ^ 
at Miras, Florida, ■ . 

Mrs, MTTCE T.EF. RICAUD, General Delivery, Mims, Florida.f 
was contacted thereafter, and advised that the information relative to 
SHARPE ha-ving received a telephone call advising him that he was talk- 
ing too much, enanated from the Nevins -Packing House, at Mims, Florida, 
According to Mrs, RICARD, this was just general talk and she could not 
attribute it to anyone in particular. 
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As Mrs* RIC/iRD went on' to ejcplain, actually aH that was be- 
ing said at the packing house, was that SHARPE had received a telephone 
call, the. inf erence being that it was a threat* 

GEORGE. SHARPS, General Delivery, Mims, Florida, was contacted 
thereafter,, and advised that he has not received any* threats, either in 
writing, in person or by telephone chll*. A.S SHARPE pointed out, he doesn’t 
even have 5. telephone and that all telephone calls that he or his fcajiily 
do receive must coine from the CARUIiE home next door* 
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II. INVESTIGATION RE SIBPECT A'. FORTENBERRY 


The follDwIng inves^igabion ■was condudted by -Social Agents 
TOBIAS E. MdOTEli©, JR. and FRANK F. MEECH oh February 5* 1952, at 
§ocoa, Floridan, ■ 

\V^ - ^ 

BASIS; aAorTENBERHT was interviewed ihasntuch as' he 
was one of phe suspects in instant case* 


■sta* 


Me. A.- FOREENBERHY, who does not have a given name, bvet 
merely an initial, was interviewed at his place of business, the Iferritt 
Island Lumber Company on Merritt lelaud. Cocoa, Floxi^,^at idiich time 
he advised he was born in 1SS6 near -C olumba3.,..Jfi.seis3ippi»^ He came to 
Florida in 1914 and homesteaded aT plot of 160 acres which was granted 
to him under a government homestedding act. 

He established the Merritt Island Lumber Coo^jai^y in about 
1929 or 1930 and this has be^ his principal occupation and business 
since that time* Mr. FORTENBERRY persomlly owns the original l60 
acres of land he homesteaded in 1914 and an additicnal 160 acres 
the. developed section of Merritt Island* In addition, the Merritt 
Island Lumber Company owns in various localities in Brevard County, 
somevdiere between three and four thousand acres of land. 

. • Concerning recent events, Mr. FORTENBERRY informed the Agents 
that for many years he has been nn the County Commission and in recent 
years the chairman and, in addition, by reason of his being a member of 
the County Commission, the chairman of the Canaveral Port Authority. 

In the Democratic Primary elections held in the spring of 
1950 he was reelected as County Commissioner and, according to FOETEN- 
^REY, approximately two weeks before' the general elections held in 
November, 1950, a group of people got together and supported DAVE 
NIS^T as his opponent. The main reason back, of the group of Brevard 
County citizens in opposing him was that, according to FORTENBERRY, they 
wanted to wrest control of toe Poit Authority so that they could man- 
ipulate property holdings in the 'vicinity of toe po3^ to toe advantege 
of certain people whom he did hot identify. He was opposed toile he 
•was chairman of toe Port Authority to any manipu^tions in favor of 
any individual and thus th® reason for toe opposition*; 
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FdiTElHBERIiY' h^d heard that the above inentioned' group had 
raised between fifteen Md--tw^tgr titougand dollars to promote DAYB 
NISBET in .the general election. 



Concerning the bombing of the resident of HAHRJC'T. 140ORE, 

Ifr. FORKESIBERHI advised he had no information "tdilich would be helpful 
in investigating .the case. He was' of the opinion that in every ac^ 
of violence there had to be a motive and he could see no motive arising 
in Brevard County for killing HARECT MOOEE. Mr. FORTEMBERRy -had heard 
of MOORE but had never met 'hiJB» He understood that for some time be- 
fore MOORE* s death he was -active in llAAOP and Prog 3 E*essive Voters League 
of iiorida? Inc. work; however > this was hearsay and without direct 
knowledge . on his part. ^ 

Concerning the recent election Ifr. F^^ElIBERRr adv^^ that 
he did not believe the final outcome had argrthing^to do wilij/i®OHB*s 
death. His opposition in the election did without qj^st:^n go after the 
negro vote btt he personally dod not know vdiat part M^RE played in 
county politics. He said he has heard that some of t^\politicians in 
the county who were opposing him did meet with ._HARHSyH3«j^ a nd turn over 
to ■ Mm money to be used to swing the negro vote. As iar as FORIENBERET 
\«is concerned, this was strictly rumor. It was also rumored, accord- 
ing to FORMKlRRy, that someone in Brevard County had reached HAR^ 
MOORE a nd h ad gotten Mm to support DATO KISBlff for County Commissioner • 
FORIENBEEiRy .also heard it rumored that MOORE was-, instrument^ in swing- 
ing the negro vote to DAVE KISBEP. In past elections, .according to 
FORIEMBERHr, the negro voting population in Brevard County had sup- 
ported him. 

,, Mr. FOREENHBRIff advised the/^gents; he had no feeling him- 
■ self tovsrd HAERT MOORE Tdiatso^ver as a result of the election but 
his friends blamed his defeat, hot bn MOORE. or the negroes, but "on- 
the 'viiite people "sdio stepped so low as to solicit the negro vote". He 
■stated he personally never contacted MOORE or solicited him for as— 

• sitance in the election and to his knowledge none of, his friends had 
atten^jted to get to MOORE to receive his - support in the election.' It 
was FOEllEI©ERRr*s belief that MOORE was aebi^ af ^ go-between from 
the politicians opposing him to the negroes 'in- Brevard County. 
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. Mf. FORTEKBERHT advised he had never heaird aiigr of his 
friends, or associates make ary statements or indicate feelings 
toward MOQEE iMch would indicate to him that ary attempt would he • 
made to injure -or kill him dr in ary way take vengeance on him. 

Offi-ciaUy-j as chairman of the County CcmpdSsion, Mr* FOKP- 
ENBERiOr had no connections viiataoever with MOORE with. regard to his 
past school activities as tt® Brgvard County Board of^ Instruction, is an 
independent county unity with, full authority for handling aJJ.. school 
problems and, therefore, he wotld have no reason to come in contact with 
HAERZ MOORE officially, ' ' ' . 

He believed the death of HARIBC MOORE was caused by some of 
his activities elsev^ere in the state of Florida '’because it looked 
like a. professional job according to the papers”* Mr* FORTEMBEKRy did 
not b^Lieve there was aryone in Brevard County witii. experience with 
explosives to set up the explosion that killed lOORE* 

Mr. FORaMBBREiy believed MOORE* s death resralted from people 
in the south and that they may have been some of the ’’racketeers” in . 
West Palm Beach or points south* He stated he based this opinion on 
the fact the bombing appeared to have been the work of a person or 
persons experienced in this type of violence, which aci^vities are 
generally attributed to the racketeering and gangster elements. Mr* 

■ FORTKIBBREy had no information upon which he could base such a belief 
anri no information to indicate HAREX MDORE was involved wd-th any gam- 
bling elements anyvhere in the state* He said ary man who could swing 
a blodc of votes would certainly be of interest to the gambling ele- 
ment and in the event they vjere ever double-crossed in ary election 
issue they would not hesitate to do away with their doublecrosser* 

He advised that the negroes get out a slate the ni^t before 
an election and all voting negroes are given slips of paper showing 
how to vote* The individual who is able to swing the negro vote 
have recorded on the slips of paper those persons he desires in office 
and as a result the negro vote goes in a solid block* Mr* FORTENBERRy 
does not believe voting in, a block is democratic and he .personally is 
against such activities* He does not know how much jjifluence M30EE . 

• had in this regard but he had heard that M30RE wfas after control of ■ 
the negro vote and wanted social equality* 
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Mr. FOKEENBERRT said that in the event the hcanbing ■was done 
by people in Bre'vard Goun'ly it -was his belief it ‘wotild ha've been done 
by negroes rather than ■sdiite people. - He based this belief on the f^ot 
that if MOOHE had tronble -vdth anyone it woTild more likely be with his 
ovjn race than ■vdth •vddte people. 

He stated that the ra^tio of colored vo'bers to white voters 
at Mino ±a greater than in Cocoa -althoneh he DoJjited ■i>h® colored. 

■vote in Cocoa- is numerically- larger than at Ifims. The colored voting 
population in Cocoa amounts to, approximately 30^ oi "fch® entire Brevard 
County colored vote. 

Mr. FOKTENBERET ad^vised ’that he was instrimiental in the 
publication -of the county newspaper named ’^East Coast Trade 1/dnds". 

The paper company is a stock company -wi^tdi a majority of s^fcook being • 
controlled by the Merritt Island Lumber Con 5 )any. The editor of the 
paper is one RALPH MOODX -vdio is employed out of Orlando. The newspaper 
■was started to carry on the progress of the -Canaveral Port project. 

He xiKis the founder of the Port and -was the dri'vdng force vdiile ‘he "was 
chairman of "the Port Authority but, according to him, the Port was 
dying a natural death since his defeat as Comty Commis^oner and re- 
moval as a member of the Port Authori-ty. ; 

Inasmuch as pre^vious inves'fciga^bion indicated that EARL T. 
"TRIGGER” GRIGGS had been sent to a negro election meeting on Merritt 
Island "with the purpose of breaking up the meeting, Mr. FORTENBBRfff 
■was questioned concerning his knowledge of ■this. He s^d he recalled 
hearing something about a mee'ting being held on Merritt Island, he 
believed just prior to the primary election in the spring of 1950. He 
said County Road Patrolman GRIGGS happened to be driving by a church 
on Merritt Island and, seeing quite a gathering of colored people and 
no'bicing three white men were present, he stopped to see if there was 
any trouble and "what visls going on. Acco3?ding to FORTENBERRI, "vdien 
GRIGGS ascertained it was a peaceful meeting,that there was no troiible 
existing, he merely departed. FORTENBERRI denied ‘ sending GRIGGS to 
the meeting to find out ■vdiat was going on or to break up the meeting. 
Upon inquiry Mr. FOETENBERRI said that GRIGGS is not only ■the Covpty . 
Road Patix)lman but also a Deputy Sheriff and viidle his . j^urisdiction 
is 'usually limited to "traf fio on the highway , it is his duty upon see- 
ing ary trouble aiywhere in. the county to investigate the matter. He 
said he had taken no interest iti the meeting and did not recall who the 
\diite 3 iien were but had heard that DOILE CAKLTON ■was one of the three men 
pi-esent discussing the election ■vdth the negroes. 
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The Agent's advised. FDRTENBERHT tha'b it ■was- noted his n^s^ ' 
paper, the "East Coast Trade ^finds", one issue of which was published 
on Thursday, December 2?^ 1951^ arid the next on Thursday, Janua ry 3 s'" 
1952 , the -first after the bombing- and the second ^ter HAEEOSCT l^HE 
died, contained no information of the e-vents, to which FORTENBERRZ 
replied that the daily newspapers had carried full, accounts of the 
boJlbing and he had not sent ai^ reporters "to the scene and therefore 
had no information to publish in the newspaper.' 

Concerning his general at-titude in regard to the negroes, 

Mr, FOTffiMBEBEC ad-vised he is of the opinion that the negroes shorild be 
protected by the laws as well as the -whites. 

It is to be noted that Sheriff H. T. millAMS of Brevard 
County advised that -A. FORTEKBERRr had on February 5 s 1952, announced 
his candidaxy for Florida 5ta-te Representative . f ran Brevard County in 
the forthcoming election. 

The following is a description FOHmilHBaEiRY ob-teined from 
in'terrogation and observation: 

A. FORTEMBEEEI (no given name) 

65 ■ . 

1886 (month and date' unknown) 
near Columbus, Masissippi 
-Kbite 
male 
5110 ” 

185 
hea-vy 
blue 
grey 
ruddy 

mole ri^t cheek 
married' 





Hai'-P brother MDBM EOETENBERET, Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi 


Name 
Age- - ■ 

Birth date 

Birthplace 

Race 

Sex 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Byes 

Hair 

Complexion 
gears and marks 
Mirital status 
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in. DWESTIGATION RE SUSPECT- EARL j/ffiEOOKLYN 


The foUovdiig" investigation tras conducted by Special Agents 
CLIDE P. ADERHOLP and PRUE.Go CLpKSCAIES on Januaiy 30, 1952, at 
Mms, Florida. 


BA SIS; Exhibition o f photographs of- suspects and others 
to I I MijBS, Florida, -^Sio observed ti-jo men 

in tSms about July or August, 1951# inquired as to 
the whereabo uts of HARR!' T. MOOIffi residence i Photos also 
esdaibited to -with negative results. 


' Photographs in various poses of suspects . TI LI MAN fiOlESI 
./ WviN and EARL- J. BROOKLYN, alone with photographs of I [ 

exhibited to ' 


re 


I at h is residence at tELAs, Florida, in an 
effort to determine whether, or no^ l I could iifentify photographs 

of ar^r of these individuals as being identical with either or both of 
'the \d3ite men vAio had appeared at the Mims Sundry Store about July or 
August, 1951, inquiring as to the idiereabouts and residence' of -victim 
HARRY T.' MOORE.' ' 


During the group exhibi-fcion of these photograj^s 

deliberately s-tudied these photographs and picked from the group the 
standing photograph of suspect EARL J. BHOOKHW, stating that he coTold 
not positively identify this photograph as that nf one of the men in- 
quiring aboift MOGRB^s -vdiereabouts but that this photograph more closely 
resembled one ol the two men making the inquiry than any he has -viewed. 


.ad-vised that the size and build of suspect BROOK- 
lYN compared -very, favorably -with that of the heavy and stocky indiv- 
idual making tha inquiry. 

it is to be noted - that in look ing through the -group of 
photographs exhibi-jbed to him I I picked the standing photograph 

of suspect BROOlifSfir'from the midst of the' group, laid it aside, sub- 
sequently placed it back in the group of photographs and again, while 
studying them in detail, selected this standing photograph of BROOKLYN. 

It is- also noted that I "^ failed to identify and pick 

. out the photograph of suspect TlUilAN H .XE^VIN as that of the other 
individual making inquiry atout MOORE. I I stated -that he -would 

- make a positive identification of a photograph only -when absolutely 
certain of the identity and volmteered to -view o-ttier- photographs of 
other suspects when ob-fcainedi 

The above mentioned photographs -v-jere also exhibited to 

had been in the Mms Sundry Store when the two m- 
kPQ-fr jn indi-viduals inquired as to the -whereabouts of MOORED s residence. 

-was -unable to make anv- i dentification of any of the photographs, 
but s-bated the photograph of I 1 seemed familiar. 


be 

:b7C 
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17. INVESTIGATION RE SUSPECT, TILLMAN H. BELVIN 

The. following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
FRANK F. MEECH and JAMES P. SHANNON on January 26, 1952', at Orlando, 
Florida. . 

BASIS; JAMES CICERO EVERjp)(p^was intervie^ved inasmuch as he 
was identified' by TILLMAn)®ELVIN aa* an' influential Klansman 
viio was instrumental in electing EELVIN as Exaihed , Cyclops . 
in order to combat the radical element of the..KLan»-. • 


JAMES CICERO/WeRETT, 47 Halbe Avenue, Orlando, idio is a 
real estate salesman associated with.the-Don Asher Realty Company on 
North Orange Avenue, furnished the following information; 

He esdhibited card number 74567 showing monbership in the 
Southern Knights of the Ku KLux Klaru location 7'“1~002, being paid up 
until December, 1952. 

EVERETT, who is 33 years of age, born in Georgia, hj^^een 
in the Orlando area thirty years and has known TILLMAN .”CUS ^C^i@5M^ 
all his life through his, EVERETT* s, father idio was active in the old 
THan vdth BEbVIN. EVERETT admitted being the Exalted Cyclops of various 
laavems of’the different organizations . of the'Klan ttoee or, four times 
and was the Exalted. Cyclops of the Orlando Den of the Southern IQm.ghts 
of the Ku Klux Klau until BILL HENDRIX decided to run for Governor 
sometime in April, 1951 » 

' About three or four years ago the' members of the Florida 
KLan had a dispute a-s to vhether or not to go into the Association of 
Georgia IQans or the Southern Knights of the Ku Klux KLan. At that time 
EVERETT was of the, opinion TILLMAN BEIjVIN was the man idio could do more 
than any nrifi else to hold the Florida IQan together. EVEEJETT was inter- 
ested in preventing the members of the Florida Klan from joining, either 
the Georgia Klan or the Southern Knights, believing ’that they should be 
one TTlan and he thought TTT.T.MATJ BELVIN could work with all KLansmen in 
Orlando because he was such an old, active and reliable member ox the 
KLan. It was EVERETT *s understanding that BELVIN at first stayed with 
the old group and would not go into the Association of Georgia. Klans or 
the Southern Knights. He claimed he has been out of touch with BELVIN 
for the past six years (which is probably a misstatement as he and BELVIN 
were in the Florida KLan together fovu* years ago.) 
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Mien the members of the old Florida KLan started to split 
into the tvio groups j the Georgia KLan and the Southern Knights* the 
Florida chapter ceased to exist but a fund i-jas set up in order to pay 
the "Various fees to maintain the old Florida state chapter on file in 
Tallahassee, • 

EVERETT claimed he went over to toe Southern Knights of the 
Ku KLux KLan because it was a more democratic organization* conducting 
elections on a local* state and national basis toereas in the Associ- 
ation of Georgia Klans certain men set themselves up as the nation^ 
leaders anii the membership had no choice. He claimed the Association • 
of Georgia KLans has an in^ierialistic way of doing things and that one 
man (SAM EOFER) is "high and mighty", EVERETT heard that after the 
Groveland incidents there was a further splitr-up in the Georgia KLan 
in the Orlando arsa. but he has no specific or accurate information to 
furnish on that split-up. 

He does not think that any official organization of the KLan 
took official action at the time of the Groveland incidents in the sum- 
mer of 1949 but believes the incidents occxirred spontaneously before any 
of the KLans could actually take' any official or unofficial action. 

It is his oorrviction that Sheriff WILLIS McCALL was being handed a 
"rough deal" by the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People too were flooding money into the Lake Coimty area in order to 
annoy and harrass McCALL. 

' He fij^her related that after the Florida Klan split into 

the Georgia Klan and the Southern Knights there -was considerable argu- 
ment as -to too should use the clubhouse on Winter Garden Road, He stated 
that the Southern Knights at Orlando voted to forego axsj interest in 
the clubhouse and the Georgia KLansrat Orlando finally took over the use 
of the clubhouse, 

/ EVERETT attended the official meetings of the Orlando Den of 
the Southim Knights of the KuJQnx-KLan^egularly until April* 1951 
toen BILLpEKDRIX* the leader* announced that he was a candidate for 
governor^f Florida, EVERETT advised he does not believe Kl^s should 
be used as a political football*, that he has never been able to get 
along vdth BILL HENDRIX and has been a »«thorn in HENDRIX* side". 


r 


• % 
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The only meeting of the Sofuthem Knights EVERETT has attended 
in the past six months ■was the one meetiiag just loefore Chris'fcmas, 1951* 
EVERETT claimed he has never been on a ”ride”, knows nothing of "rides”, 
grid explained that such activities are never discussed in the Klavern, 
no one knoivs anjrthing about them officially and it is a Klan rule that 
Triioever engages in a "ride” is on his ox-jn. 

There is one Den of the Southern Knights of the Ku KLux Klan 
in Orlando, one Den in Apopka, but none in Winter Park, Elorida, ac- 
cording to EVERETT o 

When questioned concerning HAEET MOORE and the Mims explosion 
EVERETT advised that his wife has told him that- HARRS MOORE is mentioned 
in the book "The Scottsboro Boy"o He stated he had read the book some 
time ago prior to instant crime b'ut did not recall, the jiame being used. 
He stated the name HARRS MOORE meant nothing to him until aiH>«T’ be 
read it in the newspaper after MOORB was killed in the explosion a.t 
Mims. He knows nothing of ary persons t^o are terrorists or "who might 
have engaged in such an act as instant crime. He claimed he has tried 
to get a'way from that element and that is one .of the reasons he left 
the group in Orlando tQ_ join tha Southern Knights. 

N^// ■ ‘ A 

EARE/^OOKESW -was a prominent member of the group that joined 
the Georgia KLan and generally was opposed to the group -which EVERETT . 
supported. 


He remarked that "iiien you can*t sit down and talk and reason 
■with a person you sho-uldn*t have anything to do -vi-th him but leave nim 
referring to EARL BROOKLYN. He further described BROOKESW as 
a man wiu "look pretty good to a kid whcjsinight think he was won- 

derful", indicau.v-.c thugt BROOKIYN would appeal to the young, adventurous 
type of person. He ■ chjiratA.«-rn sed BROOKLYN as a "brute” and a "pretty 
rugged character" iiio -wants his ota-i -way, had his own radical ideas and 
co-uld not be diss-uaded from it. He -was never able to reason -with EARL 
BROOIQZN vho vias of the type who would be inclined to take the law' into 
his ovjn hands in certain cases, as a case tha-b mignt involve a 

person molesting a child. It -would be BRCOKLYlT*s belief that the mo- 
lester should be beaten father than brought to court. He said Jie;:did 
uadt- -war^ to have anything to do -with persons -like EARL BROOKLYN and 
this was one of the reasons -he -went over to' the Southern Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan. 
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\t/v^ EVERETT in- reply to a specific question advised that 


■was one of the yoi^er j^rsons of a group in the split~ 
up yiio stayed -with the As sociation of G^ rgia Klans. He knowp nothing 
of the lOgp, activities of l I He fin-ther advised ^hat the 

riflmft I sounded fajniliar and volunteered that the ICLans in 

Apopl^ broKe into two faction^ of the Georgia Elan and the Southern 
Kri-igp.s fltXahout th e same time as the Gtoveland incidents. He believed 
that ! ] • 


tnaui l-vdio lives in Orlando and -i^orks in "the A & P at Winter 

Park, vdio i'sN about 6»2” tall and weigjis 235 pounds, is a very nice fel- 
loxT, is a menfcer of Ms, EV|EETT*s, Den and «»could be Exalted Cyclops*'. 


I'fr. EVERETT, vAio was in the service under U. S. Air Force^ 
SSi^ga Number I4052613 ,• appeared to be a responsible and reputable citi- 
zen! He irtsisted that he knows nothing of the bombing of MOORS’ s home 
and has never seen or heard- of any floor plans, or diagrams of the MOORE 
home at any tine. 
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The Tolloi'diig invesrbiga'fclon i-jas conducted by Special 
Agents nrynTj-. p.ADERHOLD and PRUE 0. CIMESGALES on January 30, 1952s 
at IfijnSs Florida. - 

■RasTS. TCvb-iMt.-inTi of photographs of suspects and others to 
I Mimes Florida s 'siio observed two men in 
Mims about JiiLy or Augusts 1951^ inquired as to the 
•vdiereaboubs of HARTff T. MDOl^ residence. Photos also 
eschibited to ^with negative results. 

.b6 
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Photographs in various poses of suspects !Ei ' . T . MAW HOTTlrKy 

r^t^TfT 1 -DPAnTn-V^T ^^/^y^rr T.ri -f.Vt -n>>r^-f.ncrrar>h<s 


af: Phr residence at> Mms^ r’XorcLaa^ 


^re 
in ^ 


jcould identify photographs 

I « ■Us-\4-V» r\-P 


exhibited to 

effort to determine whether or not[ , 

of ary of these individuals as being identical -t^ith either or both of 
the itdiite men vho had appeared at the Ifims Sundry Store about July or 
Augusts 1951s inquiring as to the vhereabouts and residence of vicixim 
HAERT T- MCORE. 


In looking through the group of photographs exhibited to 
hid I failed to identify .and pick out the photograph of sus- 

pect TTT.T.MAW H. BELVIW as that of one of the individuals making inquiry 
about lOOEE. 


'rvnq above mentioned photographs were also exhibited to 
] who had been in the Mims Sundry Store when the two un- 


knor*!n individuals inquired as to the idiereabouts of MD0RE*s residence. 

[ was unable to make any i dentification of any of the photographs s 
but stated the photograph of seemed familiar. 
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B&SISj MSBJR BESET HOLLfiSD, colored, -taxi driver at 
Winter Garden, Florida, vjho "was shot and "beaten hy a 
group of white men on January 12, 1952, described one 
of the vMte men as "being about 45 years old, short, 
stocky "build, wearing glasses and a "billed cap* BOLTiAM) 
also observed that one of the cars in which they .were 
riding was a. new blue Henry J automobile* Investigation 
reflects that JiiiyiSS-S, JQBNSOH has a siEiilar physical 
description to that given by HQL3MSD and is the owner 
of a new blue Henry J, automobile* 

Chief Criminal Deputy Sheriff JjiMES J* METCHELL of the 
Orange County. Sheriffi's Office, Orlando, Plorida, advised that in his 
opinion B* JOHSSQS was one pf the. group of white men that shot 

and beat AB3MIR HESBY H OT.T.AW D^ a colored taxi driver at Winter Garden, 
ilorida, on January 12, 1952* MITCHELL recalled that HOLLASD had stated 
that the man that reached into the car and pulled him out was about 
■45 years old,* was wearing glasses and a' billed c^ and had a short 
stocky build* MITCHEILL also advised that HDLLAHD had stated that one 
of the cars in which the white men were riding was a new blue Henry J 
and that JOHESOE' owned a new blue Henry J which was similar to that 
described by HOLLM)* 

Confidential - Informant T-.- 1 of known reliability, advised that 
he has known JOBHSOW for a long period of time and that he considers 
him to be a trouble maker* He .'said he was of the definite opinion that 
JOMSCM had participated in the shooting and beating of AETHUR BEHEY 
HOLlAiiiD and that .he wais also sure that JOHMSCE had participated* in the 
blovjing up of the Croamette Frozen Custard Stand at -Orlando on Hovem- 
ber 1, 1951, Informant said he had no proof, that JOEHSCii h^ad actually 
participated in this esplosion but he .knew JOSHSOW was certainly cap- • 
able of doing a job of this type. 

Informant advised that hehad heard the description of the man 
that had pulled HC3LLMD from bis taxi and that this description fit 
perfectly the description of JOBiJSCEi 
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V.' INVESTIGATION RE SUSEE^T JAMES B./NOHNSON 

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
CLYDE P.- ADHSEHOLD and PH3B C. CUMSCALBS on January 27 to Febru- 
ary 2, 1952* ’ ■ 


s/ 
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The informant advised further that JAMES B. JOHNSON has a 
brother named ART JOHNSCN idio is also of poor reputation and phar- 
acter and is. just as capable as JAMES Bi JOHNSON of beating and shoot- 
ing a negro, informant also advised that he Tfjas confident that JOHNSON 
■was -•involved in the shooting and killing of MELVIN WOMACK# colored# 
at Oakland, Florida, in approximately June, 1951» He said that if 
JOHNSON would talk he could probably clear up at least four shootings 
and beatings in the West Orange County area'. Informant said that 
JilSBS B. JOHNSON is the owner of the Johnson Sewijag Machine Exchange, 

1100 East Colonial Drive, Orlando. 

ConK-dential' Informant T-'3 of known reliability, -vdio is a 
member of the Ku Klux KLan, ad'vised that JOHNSON is a member of the 
Klan at Winter Garden, Florida. He stated JOHNSON has a very poor rep- 
utation and that he is of the opinion JOHNSON has participated in a 
number of crimes' against negroes in the West Orange Co'un'ty area. This 
informai^rh stated, further that JOHNSON has two bro'thsns, one named 
I J -who is of good character and reputation, and one known 

as I P X'dio is of very poor reputation. Informant believes that 

JAMES and ESJbrother often participated together .in terrorist activities 

MELVIN WILLS, co-owner of Wills and Wills Battery Compaq, . 
Orlando, Florida, ad'vised he lived next, door to JAMES B. JOHNSON in 
Windemerei Florida. He said that as far as he knew JOMSOT vras of good 
reputation and that he had no knowledge of JOHNSON *s participating 
in Klan acti'vities. WIIIS could, not furnish any information as to 
JOHNSON’S activities or whereabouts on Ghrisianas Day, 195i» He was 
certain he had spent no appreciable length of t:^e -with JOHNSCN on 
Chpistmas Day or the two preceeding days or he would have recalled same. 

It 'was personally observed by Agents that JAMES B« JOHNSON 
is the owner of a 1951 blue Henry J automobile bearing 1952 Florida 
license 7H 188. 

Records of the Florida State Drivers License Bureau, Orange 
County Court House, Orlando, Florida, reject the follo'wing description 
for JAMES B. JOHNSON: 


Address 

Age 

Birth date 

Height 

Weight 


13.00 East Colonial Drive, 
Orlando, Florida 

43 

Novembe r-li,.-.X90.8 

5*5” 

185 


be 
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Hair 

iS^es 


brom 

brown, wears glasses 


Records of the Credit Bureau of Orange County reflect that 
JOHNSON is, married and his wife*'s name is MMXSHA* He is listed as the 
ovjner of the Johrison Sewing Ifechine Exchange located at 1100 East 
Colonial Drive, Orlando. These files contain a newspaper clipping 
of the Orlando Sentinel-Star dated July S, 1951, vtiich reflected iiiat 
J. B. JOHNSON and his brother, ART, were arrested at Titusville, Flor- 
ida, for assaulting two youths ^ This article reflected further that 
JAl'ES B. JOHNSON and his brother had been released on $1000.00 bonds. 

Lo D« TRIPPE, manager of t he Credit Bureau, stated he- could 
not locate a racoix. for I He said he was well acquainted 

with JAMES and JOHNS ON and that the y are of ver y poor reputation. 
He said he b elievea that I I true name is I 

and that - KMiJ I the me ~ Ya r.Tmm 01 saner — . 

Company in Orlando. Credit records reflect that 
resides at | [ Orlando, rxoriaa. 

No record was located for JAMBS B, JOHNSON in the files of 
the Orlando Police Department or .Orange County Sheriff’s Office. 
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The following dlivesin.gation was condacfced by Special Agents 
PRUE ,C. CLINKSCALES and CLYDE P. ADEEfflOiLD on February 5 and 6, 1952. 


BASIS: information furnished to Agents by Deputy 
United States Marshal FRANK M. DURRANGE as ^ceived 
fr om T--2 to the effect that suspacts J. B.^OHNSON 
an d H i. -vdiile talking \o T”2 

at Cocoa j Florida j during the summer of 1951 had 
made threatening remarks against ■victim 'HARRY T . MOORE. 


* 3 {* 


On February 5? 1952, Deputy United States Ifershall FPiANK 
M. DURRANGE, Post Office Building, Orlando, Florida,' advised Special 
Agents CLYDE P. ADERHQID and PRUE 0. (IDINKSCAIES that idien in recent 
contact -with an acquaintance, Cosxfidential Informant T-2 this in^ 
formant had mentioned to him that during the summer of 1951 one J^SON 
■who operates an electrical appliance place and sewing- machine- business 
in Orlando, Florida, and his brother had asked the informant if he ■v^s 
interested in joining the Ku Klux. Elan.. DURRANGE stated ■that after 
the informant declined, JOHNSON and his brother had reportedly made 
remarks to the effect ■that negroes ■were get^ting out of hand and in- 
dicated that the KLan intended to do something about it. According to 
DURRANGE, JOHNSON had specifically mentioned ■victim' HARRY T. MDORE 
during the conversation ■with the informant • 

On February 6, 1952, Confidential Informant T-2 ms inter- 
viewed and advised that during June or early July, 1951^ a m^ by the 
' Tiamp. of JOHNSON iho -operates an electrical appliance and sewing machine 
business in Orlando, and JOHNSON’S brother, had approached this in- 
formant at his place of employment near Cocoa, Flo^da. JOHNSON i^” 
quired about an attorney to represent him, requesting the informant to 
reccanmend an attorney. After the informant men^timed one or two at- 
torneys JOHNSON .related that sometime, prior to this contact he and his 
brother had been acoused of beating up tw)' young idaxte boys at Titus- 
■ville, Florida. Informant related that he learned that JOHNSON and 
his brother had been hunting turtles and that two young boys, a£ber 
locating a large- turtle, were reportedly told by JOHNSON that the 
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gam© 'warden waa nearby and JOHNSON advised ■fcheni "fco dispose of iiie 
turtle. The boys reportedly had hid the turtle in, some bushes and 
departed; -sdiile they were gone JOHNSON and his brother allegedly 
stole the boys* turtle and vhen the boys returned looking for their 
turtle and found it gone they left to seek JOHNSON and his brother. 
They located the truck -vdiich JOHNSON and his brother were driving at 
a nearby bridge and observed in JOHNSON*'S truck, the turtle vAiich was 
stolen from them. T/ihen they accused JOHNSON and his brother of steal- 
ing their turtle the boys were reportedly beaten up by JOHNSON and his 
brother. 


Informant advised that local authorities later identii^ed 
and obtained warrants for JOHNSON and his binther and caused their 
arrest. It was after JOHNSON *s arrest that he had contacted the in- 
formant. 


During the conversation between the, JOHNSONs and the in- 
formant ^en JOHNSON inquired about an attorney, JOHNSON asked the in- 
formant if he would be interested in joining the Ku KLux KLan, JOHNSON 
indLcabijig he ■was organizing a Klavern in Cocoa > Florida ♦ This an- 
formant advised he had been a KLan member some ten dr fifteen ye^s 
ago but now disagreed with KLan policy and activities and he advised 
JOHNSON that he definitely did not desire to become a 9^ 

engage in any KLan activities now. This informant stated JOHNSON 
Indicated that he was an active official in the Klan and stated that 
negroes were now getting out of hand and something had to be done. 
Informant advised that JOHNSON stated that «Therets a biggety s--o— b-— , 
HAERY MOORE, at l^fims, Florida, i/iio is getting out of hand”. Informant- 
advised that JOHNSON mentioned that* MOORE had made some statements or 
remarks concerning the Groveland rape case which JOHNSON apparent^ 
did not like. To the best of the informant knowledge and reco^ection 
JOHNSON also Indicated that something was going to happen to HARRx T. 
MOORE of that MOORE would be taken care of. 

T- 2 advised, he had known JOHNSON and his brother casually 
for several^months prior to that time as they had fished at v^ous 
intervals in the vicinity of Cocoa. He concluded, however, that 
has not observed JOHNSON and hi? broker fishing in this vici^ty since 
the contact mentioned above. Informant added that du^g ^ 

JOHNSON and his brother travelled in an old model pick-up truck 
fishing in that vicinity. Informant stated to 5^® 

heard- the above conversation between hims.elf and JOHNSO^ He f^^o a 
vised that to his knowledge there is no KKK KLavern or KLan activity 

in Cocoa, Florida. 
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VI. INVESTIGATION EE SUSPECT A3LFONSO F. SCHMITT 

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
CI2DE P. ADERHOLD and PRUE C. OLINKSCALES on Janviaiy 19> 21, 22, 

25 to 31> and February 1 and 2, 1952 » 

^BAS]S: Information furnished by T“3 that .AI^ONSO F« 
ysCffigTr; aka Alex, and ROBERT L. JUDAH, both residents 
'''\SFlSSter Garden, Florida, coBgjared favorably with the 
descriptions of the two men v4io made inquiry about 
HARET T. .lilDORE at lygms, Florida, during July or August, 

1951. Informant advised SCHMITT and- JUDAH are active 
members of the linter Garden KLan of the Association of 
Georgia iCLans and are capable of instigating and per- 
petrating a crime such as the bombing of the MOuEE 
residence. 


Confidential Informant T— 3 of known" reliabUxty , -vdio is a 
member of the Ku KLux Klan, ad-vised on Jan-uary 19, 1952, that after 
consideration of the descriptions of the two individ-aals -idio reportedly 
made inquiry at Mims, Florida, during July or August, 1951, us to the 
residence apd whereaboubs of -victim HAERT T» ICOREI, he felt that the 
description of the taller man making than inquiry compared veiy favor- 
ably -with the physical description of AIl'ONSO F® SCiMXTT, aka Alex 
Schmitt, members of the liBn.ter Garden Klan of the Association of (^orgia 
Elans. T-3 stated that SCHMITT has been employed as a foreman for 
several years at the Nin-ber Garden Citrus Growers Cooperative; that 
SCHMITT has been an acti-ve member of the Eii Klux Klan in ®n-ber Gar- 
den; is believed to have been involved in some of the terrorist activ- 
ities in TfiSnter Garden and Nest Orange Go-unty during the pas-b two years 
and it was felt by the informant that SCHMITT is capable of instigat- 
ing .or perpetrating a crime such as the bombing of the MDORE residence 
at Mims, Florida. 

The informant stated he believed SCHMITT to have been involved 
in the murder- of MELVIN XfOMACK, colored, -sdio was shot to ‘death by a 
group of white men in about July, 1951 near Winter Garden, Florida® 

He also believed that SCHMITT participated in the beatxng and shooting 
• of R* J. WOODARD, colored, age 17, at VfiLn-ber Garden, Florida, dtiring 
the latter part of 1950® Informant believed further that SCHMITT par^ 
ticipabed in the shootiug and beating of a negro taxi driver naaed 
ARTHUR HENRI HOLLAND at Winter Garden on Januaiy 12, ■ 1952. Infonnant 
said he had no proof SCBMUT particd.pabed in these crimes, but toomng . 
SCHM3TT*s character and reputation in Winter Garden, he believed ham 
to be an active participant in these incidents. 
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BDBEHE BAHRi office manager, Tiienter Garden Citrus Growers 
■ Coopei-ative, advised that SCHMTTT has been employed as a field foreman 
for a number of years and that as far.^s he Imew SCHMITT has a good 
reputation* BAER stated he knows nothing of SCHMITT *s Klan activities j 
t hat he has never been involved in any trouble with the company to his 
knoTdedge, adding that he only knew that SCHMITT and his children do 
attend the I'Hnter Garden Methodist Church where. BARR attends^ BAER 
could furnish very, little additional information except to state that 
S C HMITT has resided on Dillard Street near the outskirts of Winter Gar- 
.den for several years* He had no personnel records to furnish ad- 
ditional data regarding SCEDMITT* BAER also advised that the Winter 
Garden Citrus Growers Cooperative had not used dynamite in setting out 
of new. groves* He stated that approximately ti-ro years ago some grower 
members had hired some explosive expeit to do this type of work but 
that to his knowledge there is no dynamite to'vhich SCHMITT might have 
had access in or through the Winter Garden Citrus Growers Cooperative. 

Chief of Police MAINARD MAM, Winter Garden, advised that 
SCHMITT has resided in IiSnter Garden for about twelve or fifteen years 
and that as far as he knew SCHMITT had a good reputation* Chief MA1J®I 
knew nothing of SCHMITT’s Klan activities but stated that SCHMITT cotGd 
well be active in the KLan without MANN’s having knowledge of same* 
Chief MAM knew of no access SCHMITT might have to dynamite in VSnter 
Garden, stating that only the work crews of the Florida Power and li^t 
Compaiy in Winter Garden have access to or maintain and use dynamite 
in their daily- work* He advised that he had heard of the beating of 
the colored boy, R. J* WOODARD, about ik years ago several days after 
it allegedly took place* He stated he was of the opinion that WOODARD 
had remained in jail overnight the night he was beaten and that he had 
received no information that SCHMITT was or was not involved in the 
beating arid shooting of WOODARD. 

. Agents personally observed that a 1950 or 1951 dark grey 
four-door Chevrolet is ustaally parked in the garage at the SCHfflTT 
residence. This car does not compare favorably with the descriptions 
furnished by ARTHUR HENKT HOLLAIID -of the three cars used by the men viio 
beat him on the night of - January 12, 1952. 

Records of the Orlando Credit Bureau reflected that ALFONSO 
F. SCHMITT and vdfe, EDNA B. SCHMITT, recei-ve mail a-t P.O. Box 162, 
Winter Garden, Florida, and have bought, real estate in Winter Gaiden* 
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The following ptQrgical description -was obtained for ALFONSO 
F. SOHMCET from Idle- Orange Comty Drivers Idcjense records: 

Race 
, Sex 
Age 

Birth date 
Height 
r Weight 
Hair 
lyes 

Occupation 

No record, was located, in the files of tne Orlando Police 
Department or Orange County Sheriff's Office for ALFONSO S’. SCHMITT, 


■sdite 

male 

^ . : 

0ofcGber..3-0 .a.^l903 

6 * 

177 

black 

brown 

foreman 
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INVESTIGATIOM RE SUSPECT ROBERT Ly 


w 

[UDAH 


The foUcvdng investigation i^as conducted by Special Agents 
CLIDE P. ADERHOID and PRUE C. CUMSCAIES on Janu^ IS? 21, 22, 

'25 to 31? and February 1 and 2, 1952* 


EASTS: • Information furnished by T-3 that ALFONSO F« 
SCHMITT,' aka Alex, and ROBERT L. JUDM, both residents 
of Winter Garden, Florida, compared favorably -with the 
descriptions ■ of the two men who made inquiry about 
HARET T. MDORE at Mims, Florida, din-ing July or August, 
1951. Informant advised SCHMITT and JUDAH are active 
members of the Winter Garden Klan of the Association of 
Georgia KLans and are capable of instigating and per- 
petrating a crime such as the bombing of the MOORE 
residence. 


Confidential Informant T-3 of knovai reliability, vdio is a member 
of the Eu Klux Klan, advised that in considering the descriptions 
furnished for the two men who made inquiry in July or August, 1951? st 
Ifims, Florida, regarding the viiereabouts and residence of victim HARRT 
T. M30PE, he felt that the description furnished for the short, heavy- 
set individual mald.ng inquiries compared favorably with the pl^sical 
description of ROBERT L. JUDAH. He advised that JUDAH is an^ active 
member of the Winter Garden Klan of the Association of Georgia KLa^. 

He advised that JUDAH has been employed for' several years by the Winter . 
Garden Citrus Growers Cooperative, in ■vdiat capacity the anforaant 
did not know. Informant did state, however, that JUDAH is a close 
associate of ALFONSO F. SCHMITT, also a KLan member; that JUDAH lives 
in the country southeast of Winter Garden; that both are believed to 
have been involved in recent terrorist activities in Winter Garden and 
West Orange County* He stated that JUDAH, as well as SCHMITT, is 
capable of instigating and perpetrating the bombing of the MOORE resi- 
dence at Mims. In this regard. informant advised he considered ^AH 
' the ‘»strong-arm man” for SCHMITT and would likely stand back and be 
preuared for any strong-arm activities idiile SCIRUTT did^any tallci^ 
tliat 'vjas to be done. Informant had no definite information b^ib believed 
it quite possible that’ JUDAH, might have been involved in the beat^^ 
and shoo ti ng of several colored people in the Winter Garden area during 
the past two years. 

Inquiry at the Winter Garden Post Office reflects that JUDAH main- 
tains residence on Route 1, Winter Garden, Florida. 


'• <1 
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EOEERT BAER, office manager for the ^/Sncter Garden Citrus Grovjers 
Cooperative, advised that he •was not personally acquainted vri-th JUDAH 
but that his payroll records reflected that JUDAH has worked for the 
company for .a .nmber of years as a tractor driver. BAI® knew nothing 
concerniag JDDAH<s character or reputatiDn and had no info:^tion as 
to -jdiether or not JUDAfi was a member or active 'in KLan activities . 

T Anr.T.TAM MAEUN, a mechanic employed at the Winter Garden Citrus 
Grovrers Cooperative, advised that JUDAH has worked there since before 
the last World War. He said that JUDAH was in the military service 
during the war and that after the war he returned to his job at the 
Cooperative. MARTIN stated he thought JUDAH to be of good character 
anri reputation and had no information to the effect that JUDAH was a 
member of the Klan. . • • ’ 

Chief of Police I'lAIWARD MANN, Winter Garden, Florida, advised he 
knevr EOBEET L. JUDAH only by name and that he had no arrest record for 
JUDAH. I'lANW said he had no information -which would inc^cate JUDAH 
* had participated in any terroiist actiwities in or around I'finter.Gar— 
den^ ■ 


Records of the Orlando Credit Bureau in a report dated August, 
1949, reflected only that an honorable discharge from the Uhlted States 
Navy had been filed by ROBERT L. JUDAH with the Clerk of the Orange 
County Circuit Court on December 9 s 1945 » No Na-yy Serial Nmber -was 
shown. 

The following data regarding EOEEHD lu JHDAH was obtained from 
the Orange County Toters Registration records and Automobile Regis- 
tration records: 


Race 

Sex 

Birth, date 

Birthplace 

Ifeight 

Vfeigiht 

Bair 

Eyes 

Occupation 
Residence address 
Vehicle 


white 

male 

Becember-31,— 1921 
Louisiana 

5,8|ir“ 

194 

■ brovfli 
brown 

citrus -warker 
P.O,Box 294,\'anter Garden 
1946 Chevrolet pick-cq) truck, 
. 1951 Florida license 7GH751 


No records were located for ROBBST L. JUDAH in the files of 
the Orlando Police Department or. Orange County Sheriff’s Office. 
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VUI* INTERVIEVB OF **EEUEGADE** KLANSMEN^ APOPKA, FLORIDA 


The follomng investigation was . condacted by fecial Agents FRANK 
F* MEECH and JAMES P. SHANNON at Apopka, Florida on January 21, 1952: 

BASIS: EMMETT MDNROE^ART was interviewed inasmuch as he was 
reputed to be one of the renegades of the 

■5H95- 

EMMETT MONROE HART of 210 E^ 5th Street, Apopka; Florida, a 
mechanic employed by the Minute Maid Con?)any at its plant at Plymouth, 

Florida, upon inter^ew furnished the following information; 

He hasn’t had any dealings with the Ku Klux Klan in over two years, 
his last membership card in the Association of G®o^Sia,Kl^s, -Apopka, Florida 
being in 1949. He originally joined the Ku xaux Klan in Orlando, Flor 
in 1926, trSsferred from there to the venter Garden group of the Kl^ ten 
or twelve, years ago and in 1947 transferred to the Apopka Lodge of the 
Georgia Klan-. He complained that the Klan might be ‘a good orpnization 
it wasn't for the trouble tvro or three persons caused by wanting to run it, 
collecting dues and then busting it up," 

X HART alleged he left the Klan because he got into ^ argment with 
GAR and FEED^REISNER about the elections in which BIEL BOGAR was 

running for Exalted Cyclops. He remarked BILL BOGAR woi^dn't let other ^ 
people' s money alone and further described him as a pretty bad egg. He vjas 
having arguments among the moiibers of the Klan. * 

Just prior to the time he left the KLAN, HART claims that the 
Exalted Cyclops was Old Man SHEPHERD, the Secretary was R. G.. STEVENS 
(deceased), the Treasurer was FRED REISNER and KLL BOGAR held some other . 

• office* JOE MDe' also held one of the offices of the Klan at the time. 


HART claims he would not trust BILL BOGAR under any circumstances 
and knows that BOGAR fou^t WADE for the leadership of the Apopka Klan after 
he HART left the Klan. HART claims he was not a member of the Georgia 
tli tLi of tS actual election cf offioera in ..hich BIIL BOGffi 
supposed to run for Exalted Cyclops and also insists he did not know whether 
or not BOGAR VJaS ever elected,. 

^ 8 

At the time he left the Apopka Lodge of the Georgm Klan HART 
ola-im.c! there were approximately 75 members in that lodge in good sten^g 
and that usually 35 members attended the meetings. Incidentally, he believed 
there were 100 Lmbers in the Winter Garden lodge, when he transf errea there 
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oyex ten or twelve ye^s ago* HAET Insists that he hasn’t had anything to do 
with the Klan and knows nothing about its operation since he left prior to 
the election of officers of the Apopka Lodge of the Association of Georgia 
Kian.ct (undoubtedly referjrfng to a time in December, 194^)* He pays no at- 
tention to BILL BOGAR because he is one of the reasons why he left the 
Klan* 


He insists he has never been on any "rides” or demonstrations and . 
was not at Groveland at the time of- the incidents in the summer of 1949 • 

He admits that ei^t or ten years ago he was in two parades conducted by 
the Winter Garden group in the City of Apopka, Florida* When asked if these 
parades were conducted by hooded Klansmen he 'replied "No*" 

HART fu 3 Pther claims thsit plenty of things are laid -bo the Klan 
that the Klan doesn’t know anything about* Generally he believes that all 
terrorist activities laid to the Klan by the newspapers were done by people 
other than Klansmen and may be laid to the Communists. 

He states h© does not know who HARRY MOORE is and has never. b©Qi 
in Mims and only knows about MOORE and ^^ms from what he reads in the news- 
paper* 


No one has approached him to join any of the lodges of the Klans 
since last fall. JOE WADE asked him to rejoin the Klan two months ago, the 
identity of the ^avern or organization of the Klan not stated* FRED REISNER 
also approached to rejoin the Klan in the fall of 1951 • 

The Winter Garden group of the Klan met in a hall in a V^ ii l di ng 
where a Dentist AENOLD had .his office, which building is across the street 
from Dr. HARTER. The Apopka group of the Klan met in its own building' on 
an island at Fuller’s Lake, which island is ovmed by HERMIT SMITH, of Plymouth, 
Florida, a member of the Apopka lodge. 

During the- interview HART made the following observations as a re- 
sult of questions posed: 

ALTON DIXON, Jr. is one of his sons-in-law and left for service 
in -the U.S* Army in one of the Carolinas two weeks agoj 

■ ALTON DIXON,. Sr. is at Johnson’s Fishing Camp at Walker’s comer, 
five miles out of Orlando on the Winter Garden Road to Ocoee, Florida; 

EARL -BROOKISN. was in the Orlando group while he , HART, was a 
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member there. He knew EAEL BROOKLIN years ago but hasnH seen him in recent 
years and does not Snow anjdihing bad about EARL BROOKLZNj 

CURIiT BELVIN is a mechanic who had his shop on Hughey Street in 

Orlando; 

MORGAN HOfJARD is ,a man with one eye who is a pretty good fellow j 

BQI RAMSEy never belonged to the Ar^'I^a Inds® while ne, HART, . 
was in it - HART claims, he has »nt seen ROY RAMSET in over a year; 

;roGAR KING has the service station across from the Standard Chi 
Station in Apopkaj 

NAT RYAN is a former KLansman who owned the Ifyan Hardware Store in 
Apopka, who is a good friend of hiss 

WAITER GORING, 23 years of age, is' a son-in-law of HART» s and was 
formerly .an officer in one of the KLan lodges, and is now in the Korean area 
in the U. S, Navy on the S.S. WISCONSIN. 


Wherever .no statement is made as to whether or . 

above mentioned were affiliated with the Klan, HART refused ^ state whether 
or not such a person was in the Klan now or ever was in the Klan. 


hart admitted knowing ALFONSO, SCHMITT and LEE DAVIS of Winter 
Garden but refused to make any statement as to whether or not they were 
Sfiliated with the Klan. He' also knew PHIIIP HUGGINS but refused to make 
any statement as to his Klan affiliations. 


The following persons were 
not acquainted with them: 

WILIIM HARTZOG ' ■ 

R, G. HOWELL 
EVERETT BRANTLEY 


mentioned to HART but he stated he was 


BUCK WILUAMS , 
EDG/vR BRANTLET 
ROBERT L. JUDAH. 


The fcllowing is a description of EMMETT MONROE HART as obtained 
through observation and interrogation: 


Race 

Bom 

Place of birth 


White 

-.SslOSsdQ^j, 

.-.Ha,ge3huns.t ._.Georgia 
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■ Height 
Weight 
Hair 
^I^yes 

Complexion 

Build 

Father 

Mother 

Brother 
Half-brothers . 

Half-Sister 

Sons 


Daughters 


Residence' 

Employment ■ • 

Education 

Previous (anployment 
& residence 
Previous. emplo^ep.t 




140 

Brown 

Blue 

Ruddy 

Thin 

EDWARD HART (deceased) 

MARX HARRISON/ nee McGAIIi, now re- 
siding Rochelle,'. Georgia 
S^ON HART, Rochelle,-. Georgia 
JOHN L. HARRISON 
KENSEX HARRISON 

Mrs. RAX (BESSIE) ELDER, Rochelle,, 
Georgia ] ^ , 


210 E, ’5th Street, Apopka, Florida 
Mechanic, Minute Maid, Plymouth, 
Florida 

8th grade. Southern School of 
Commerce 

Apopka Groves of Gentile, for' 

20 years ; 

Correct Craft at Pinecastle^ Florida. 


HART has had ho sei^?ice record and claims he has never been. arrested. 
Photographs ii) various poses as well as fingerprints. 
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fee following invesM.ga'fcion was. Opndncfced by Specxal Agents 
FRANK F* MECHj JAMES P. SHANNON and ®)BIAS E, MATTHEWS-# JE« on January 
23 and February Ij 1952* 



\Y 


BASIS; I'JAEION EDWAED;^)WADE, aica Joe^\ade# interviewed ^ 
dnasnnioh as evidence had be^jtfeveloped he was very active 
in 4-.bPi jnn<- an d on the occasion of his prevLons interview 
had denied being in the Elan* It is pointed out mDE was 
prift of the renegades and was banished froni the Association 
of Georgia Elans in Apopka* He is reported to have beoi 
Ejcalted Cyclops of the Association of Georgia Kl^s# hav- 
ing been reinstated after a new charter was obtained for 
the KLavem* - - 




MARION EDWARD WADE, also known as Joe Wade, was ^ reinterviewed 
Januazy 1952, and insisted that he was no longer associated wito ai^y 
branch of the KLan. He continually evaded questions during the inter- 
view and appeared to be extremely unea^ and .nervous. 

Duidng the interview he gave a brief description of the 
method under which a ”ride« is organised. He stated that one of the 
coanittoemen (KLokan conmittee) is appointed by the Exalted Cyclop, w 
VianfiTe a certain matter and he, in turn, picks one, two or more ^loaders 
to handle, the victim for hm. 


An eff ojjt was made to reason with WADE and to eiildst his ^ 
cooperation in the conduct of instant investigation. WADE Indicat^- if 
he were able to develop any information concerning the MXRE case he 
vrould certainly advise the Bureau* 


On February 1, 1952, WADE,, after being told by interviewing 
Agents that they had knoviedge he was the immediate past Exalted Jrclops 
of the Apopka Associatiaa of Georgia ELans hnd tl^t he and had been 
extremely active, admitted such was the truth* He still contirmed to 
stand on his Elan oath stating he H^puld not be able to div^e any „ 
foniiation eonceming Elan activities or the identity c£ other m 
thrKian4|It is^e noted that Confidential feforma^ T-4 . 
that M. is at the pre^t tine active 

Gepr^a and is the immediate past Exalted Cyclops of the Apopka 

KLaasim* • ■ - 
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' The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents FRANK 
P, MEECH and JAMES SHANNON on January .ZL^ 1952 at Apopka^ Florida: 

BASIS: T; jAJcMENNAMT was intei^ewed inasmuch as he was reported 
to be one of the renegades of the Klan » 


T. J. (inikals' only) McMENNAMl', who resides at Apopka, Florida^ 
is assistant manager in charge of Produce- at the Econony Sup^ Market at 
Apopka, was interviewed rand furnished the -follovdng information: 

He came to Apopka>. Florida a little over four years ago, 'first . 
joined the Georgia KLan in Apopka two and a half years ago, stayed only 
about a year in the KLan and hasn»t been a member in over a year. He be- 
lieves BILL. BOGAR' whom he met at the Veterans of Foreign Wars Club to Apopka 
approached him to join the KLan and that BCGAR became the Exalted Qyclops 
of the KLan lodge after he joined. 

He further claims that he did not attend, many meetings of the Klan 
because he didn»t have enough time while he was attending school under the 
G.I. three night? a we^* Ha never saw more than ei^t or ten K^n 
members at a meeting to all the mteen or twenty meetings he attended.^ 

All the meetings he attended were held at a shack on an island near mice 
Apopka between Apopka and Winter Garden. 

McMENNAMI related that BILE BOGARj^vdien he was Exalted ^clops, . 
had it to for JOE WADE, STEVENS and EMMET^mRT. BCGAR claimed JOE WADE 
drank beer on tto KUn prendises. MoMBraAMi thought “E “ 

any of the other memhars of the Oan and went along with and the ^ers, 
«didn«t think WADE got a right deal” and left the lodge at the time WADE and 

STEVENS were banished. 

McMENNAMI , related that E3^TT .HART, JOE WADE, STEVENS and others 
held a conference or meeting to discuss vdiether or not BOGAR 
officer of the lodge. This meeting was against Klan rules. McMENNAMI 
r»i aim-ci that he wasn*t allowed to attend the trial of Wade and Stevens inas- 
much as he himself had violated Klan rules. 

EfdMETT HART also left the KLan at the .same time. 

He understands that since that time a new charter 
but that he was only told it was going to be obtained. EMMETT HART told hjm 
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they were going to get a new. charter and asked him to ccane back, he said he 
told HAET he would think- about it but had never returned to the Klan. 

McMEMAMI daaies going to Grovelahd, Flortda.at the time of the 
Groveland incidents, allegihg it was gust about that time he joined the 
KLan. He never heard any of the other Klarismen talk about the Groveland 
incident , and he never talked 'with anyone that went over there since it is 
part of the Klan oath for members not to discuss such activity. 

He denied ever having been on any and further stated that 

as far as he was concerned, negroes were all right but that a lot of them 
were trying to push white people out of the way and not staying in their 
place. 

He believes he has never been in Mims, never heard anything about 
HABRY MOORE except what he read in the newspapers after MOORE* s death, hasn*t 
been a part in any discussion of the HARRY MOORE case, never saw nor heard 
of floor plans of MOORE* s house, never he^d of the iVogressive Voters 
League and only heard of the NAAGP when it was discussed generally on the 
flooir at a He refused to state what the actual discussion 

of the NAACP concerned. • ■ ' 

■ McMEMNAMY exhibited a 1951 membership card #2^605 in the Associa- 
tion of Georgia Klans, 

When questioned specifically concerning particular individuals 
mentioned above, MoMEMAMY made the following observations- and where no 
mention is made of whe-bher or not the person is a Klansman,- refused to anake 
any statements to that effect because of his oath; 

He knows EdI RAMSEY, -whose wife trades at WL's store, the Economy 

Market; 

He met HESMIT SMITH at a fish fry at the island (which SMITH owns). 

McMENNAMY denies knowing the following; 

gurxy: belvin 

BILL JAMES 
R. G. HOWELL 
ROBERT L. JUDAH. 

The following is a description of T., J. McMMNAMY as obtained through 


J 


EARL BROOKLm 
HOUSTON THORNE 
TOM -RICE 
LEE DAVIS 
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interrogation and observation: 


Bace 

Born 

Place of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

PjT'es 

Coinp3.exLpn 
Build ' 

Scars and marks 

Father 

Mother 

, Step-brothers 

Step-sister 

Wife 

Children 


MSN 

Merchant ^ferine 
Education 
Residence 

Previous residence 


Boaploymeht 
Former employment 


White , 

145 

Brownish red 
Blue 

Freckled and ruddy 
Slender 

i^ttoo 2 birds right forearm 
*^other” • 

OSCAR McMENNAMT, deceased ’ 
NE7A. MAE lEE of Amarillo j , 
Texas, now remarried 
CLARENCE RAJ LEE 
CHARLES EDWARD LEE' 

DOROTHI LEE 

ELOISE DUNN, married DaLLas, 

T’e.vna lOJ.K 


Honorable discharge 

#Z-57ja04 

7th grade 

Apopka, Florida past 4 years 
313 Pease Street, Sanford, Florida' 
for 2 years 

Amarillo. Texas, %- uncle, CLEFTON 
«RIP« RAMSEY 

Assistant Ifenager Economy Super 
Market, Apopka, Florida. 

Margaret Ann, Sanford, Florida. 


be 

b7C 


Photographs of McMENNAMY in various poses -were obtained. 
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The foUomng investigation vras condncted by Special Agents 
FRANK F.. M^H and JAMBS Po ‘SHANIilGM on January 23, 1952, at Orlando, 
Florida. 


BASIS? ROY CARLOS RAIKSY interviewed inasmuch as he was re- 
ported to be one of the IQan renegades o 


-jhb;- 


ROY CARL0s)ffiAM5EI, Box 822, Apopka, Florida, vAio resides 
on Lake Mendelin on tll^ outskirts of Apopka and is engaged in 
struction business in the Orlando area with his father, HUQH L« RAMSEX, 
was interviei^ed at the Orlando Resident Agency vdiere he voluntarily 
appeared. 


At the beginning of the intervie;^ RAMSFY assumed a^ belligerent 
attitude^, stating he wuld not allow his fingerprints or photograph to 
be taken, standing on his constitutional rights. 

RAI-KEY, in his belligerent attitude, immediately professed • 
innocence of any crime and stated he could not see any reason why he 
should discuss any matters with the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

' He was told by the Agents that they, desired to talk with him about KLan 
activities inasmuch as they had information that he at least' had at ^ 
one been a member of the KLan in the Apopka area. The I^ents trie 
to reason with him that they merely desired his cooperation ^ the con- 
duct of an official investigation. He steadfastly maintained an atti- 
tude that he was a citizen of the, United States and so saw no reason 
' he should cooperate with the FBI unless they could tell him he ha 
committed^ a crime « 

At this point he was advised that he appeared at the Resident 
Agency of his ■ own volition and that if he did not desire to discuss his 
activities with the Agents he was free to leave. He insisted he de- 
sired to furnish any information about himself but flatly refused to 
<- discuss any other person he might know. He advised that, even if he 
. 'knew a person ■was a Klansman, he ■would not tell the Agents. 

BAMBEY did admit he joined the Association of Georgia KLans 
at Apopka three or four years ago but refused to say which unit or KLan, 
stating there was only one in' Orange County at the time and • he thought 
. there was only one group and if .he identified the group it might' tend to 
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incz’XiQlna'te hlJUr He alleged, he ahhended otily a few meetings of the 
KLan, ydiich meetings were conducted part of the tim.e in. the woods® He 
further alleged it has been cjuite a long time since he attended a^ 
meeting of the KLan. Mien questioned concerning instant case, his 
knoT'^edge of HABRT T. MOORE and Ifims, Florida, BMSW cinimed he had 
not been in Mims within the past year, that' he did go fishing during 
"Hie past summer at New Sn^rrna Beach, Florida (approximately 20 miles 
north of Mims) but took the road from Apopka direct to the coast at 
Nev; Snyma Beach without passing near Mims* He stated he has not been 
in Titusville, Florida,, since before World War 11* He further stated 
he saw the name HAEiRT MOORE quite a few times in the newspaper in con- 
nection with the activities of the National Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People prior to MOORE’S death. He never saw any floor- 
olaiis or diagrams of the MOORE home at ary time, nor did he^ ever know 
that such floor plans or diagrams existed* 

When questioned concerning the use of. explosives, RAJGET 
related that in connection with his construction business he used dyna- 
' mite in sinking irrigation pipe in Merritt Park, on the Isle of Sicily 
■vdthin the past year. At one time he helped CURET BEtVIN clear a few 
stumps off his property about l| years ago*. This "was for only one day, 

•on a Sunday, that he dynamited five or six stumps on BSLVIN’s property 
using approximately two to f pur sticks on each stump, depending on the 
size. He claimed the dynasmite was already a.t BELVIN’s place, ready for 
use at the time he arrived and he has no information concerning the 
source of the dynamite* He further insisted that at no time has he en- 
gaged in any terrorist activities and that he has no kno^edge concern- 
ing the use of dynamite in any unlawful manner* 

It is interesting to note that of the ma^ persons inter- 
viewed in and around the Apopka area who have. been idepti^^d as now- 
being or in the past having been members of the KLan, ROY/^'SEI is 
the only one ^o admitted knowing who HARRY MDORE was or having read about 
him in the newspaper prior to the publicity following the .Christmas ay 
bombing of MDORE *s residence. 


At this point the interview was termimted due to RAINEY’ s 
attitude in refusing to discuss any KLan acti-vities and contxnually at- 
tempting to bicker with the Agents over questions asked* A-t this poxnt 
he rej^sed to have his photograph taken, even.thoi^h xt was 

clearly explained the photograph would not be piAlicized and would be 
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used by the Bureau in its official inve^igation of this matter and for 
elimination purposes . 


Approximately ten minutes after RAKSET departed from 'the 
Resident Agency he retumed, stating he had' discussed the matter mth 
his mfe who ^vas outside the building and had reconsidepd the matter, 
that he now desired to fmmsh the Agents his photograph. Accoimn^y, 
three photographs in various poses were taken, although he continued to 
refuse to’ allow his fingerprints to be taken. 

The follovzing is a description of ROY CARIX}S RAKSET as ob“ 
tained from interrogation and observation: 


Race 

Birth date 

Birthplace 

Race 

Sex 

Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 

Father 

Mother 

Sister 

Wife 


Children 

NSN 

■^avy record 
Arrest record 
Address 


Prior residence 


white 

October 19, .19 13 
Camden, Ohio 
white 
male 

5«lin ■ , 

1S5 
■ blue 

light brown, wavy; 
wears mustache 

HUGH L. RAIBEI, Lake Mendelin. 
PEARL HEAVEHRIDGE, same address 
Mrs. RTI.'FY (LUCniE) CASS, 
Spring Lake Road, Apopka 
MILDRED L. McCURRT, married at 
Valdosta, Georgia, December 25, 
19A7 ; 


. Septonber, 1942 to December 7, 1945 
claims none 

Box 822, Apopka, Florida, Lake 
Mendelin (resident of Orlando area 
since 1935) 

MLddletoTa^i:> Ohio 
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The following investigation -was conducted by Special Agents FRANK 
F. ME2EGH and JAMES P. SH^CM on January 23,’ 1952 at Apopka, Elorf.da: 

BASIS:' FRED REISNER -was interviewed inasniuch as he is the Constable 
at -Apopka, EOnrida,. formerly a member of the GeOTgia-' Elan at Apopka 
and more recently affiliated with the SotEfehesvi Ehfghts* 

FRED HEISNER, the Constable at Apopka, Eloiida, was interviewed but 
refused to furnish any information voluntarily to the Agents concerning the 
operation of the KT.flW and, in fact, stated he would be unable to furnish the 
identity of any m'Smbers of the KLan because of his "obligation” (referring 
to the KLan oath). 

He acquitted that there were two outfits in Apopka, one a Association 
of Georgia Klans and the other a lodge of the Southern Knights of the Klan. 

He stated he b^onged to the Georgia Klan for years but that when it was • 
supposed to be subversive he joined the Southern Kni^ts. 

FRED REISNER advised he had never heard of HARRY MOCRE, knew noth- 
ing about the Mims case except what he read in the newspapers and that it 
.was highly wrong to kill someone in that way. 

He did state that JOE WADE (whom he evidently dislikes) joined 
the Association of Georgia Klans unit at Apopka when he, FRED REISNER, was 
in that unit. A group of the members of that unit headed by the head man 
(the Exalted Cyclops) believed that WADE was an ei'*^atic individual because 
of his statements- and actions . FRED REISNER refused to elaborate oh this 
statem‘^t . 

After it was discovered that WADE and others held a secret meet- 
ing,. a trial was held and WADE was banished. Shortly afterwards FRED 
REISNER and others left the Geor^a KLan.and joined the Southern Knights of 
the Klan. REISNER insists JOE WADE is not a member of the Southern ifeights 
of the KLan. He does not like WADE»s type inasmuch as they try to use the 
KLAN to violate the laws. Again REISNER refused to be specific. 

FRED REISNER ranarked that his brother, HARVEY REISNER, who only 
recently retiu'ned from the service, hangs out with JOE WADE much to the 
disapproval of FRED REISNER. FRED RELSNER described IMslETT HART as a 
"pretty tou^^wanfl rodgh. customer" who used to do an awful lot of drinking 
and who, with JOE WADE, would be the type to do such a job as the Mims 
bOTbing. 
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FRED REISNER made the foilowing additional comments concerning in- 
dividuals mentioned Tsy the Agents: 

ROY RAMSEY - doesn’t know whether or not he belongs to the KLanj 

HERMIT SMITH - doesn’t believe he is a member -of the Klan; 

ALTON DIXON, Jr. - doesn’t like him but believes ALTON HEZON Sr.- is all 
ri^tj 

JOHN PIERSON - used to be on the Police Department at Apopka, doen’t think 
he is vdldj 

I ' 

B. G. HOWELL - A Winter Garden, Florida man^ brother-in-law to a R. A. 
LASSITER;. ' • ' ’ 

He believes LEff DAVIS comes from Winter Garden, as well as ALEX SCHMITT, 
looks like an Indian; 

He doesn’t like either BILL BOGAR or Old Man SHEPHERD, the latter a retired' 
Navy man. , . ' 

It should ' be noted that according to T -5 ^ED RECSNEB is pre- 
sently the Exalted Cyclops of the Southern Knights of the Klan at Apopka. 
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The fdllowijng invesfeiga.'fcdlon was conducted by Special Agents FRANK 
F. MEECH and JAMES P. SHANNON 'on January 23, 1952 at Apopka, FLoiidat 

BASIS: liflIXIAM DUNAVJAI was interviewed inasnruch as -he' is the Chief 
of Police of Apopka, Florida where the Klan has been veiy active 
in recent years. 

mw 

V 

WILIIAt^l^UNAWAY, Oiief of Police, Apopka, Florida, upon being in- 
tervievred admitted being a member of the Georgia Xian years ago, joined the 
Southern Knights of the Klnn a little over a year ago, attended only a few 
meetings and has not belonged to any Klan in the past year « He made a flat 
statement he would furnish the Agents any infornjation concerning, him but 
that he had. taken an oath and he would not be able to discuss any other 
personality as a member of the Klan. He refused to break his oath or **obli— 
gation.’? 


He did state that JOE WADE, whom he sees every day, never belonged 
to the Klan at the same time he, DUNAWAY,, belonged and does not know whether 
or not JOE WADE belongs to ar^ Klan at the present time. 

He advised that SHEPHERD, a retired Navy man, at one time was in 
the Klan and that BILL BOGAR was in the Southern Knights of the Klan in the 
past and he could not say whether or not he was in the Southern Knights of. 
the Klan. 


He described FRED REISNER as one of the swellest fellows you w6\ild 
want to meet* • 

DUNAWAY el alms he doesnH know anything about HARRY MOORE or the 
bombing at Mims, Florida. 

It is to be noted at this point that Confidential Informant 1 -%' 
advises DUNAWAY is presently an' active member of the S 
j^la n ,in Apopka, Elorida. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents FRANK 
F. MEECH and JAMES P. SHANNON on January' 23 1952 at Plymouth, Florida: 

BASIS:. HERMIT E. SMITH was interviewed inasmuch as he was reported 
to be the owner of the property on which various KLans held meet- 
ings . ■ . 


HERMIT E./ralTH, Manager of Winsome Groyes at Plymouth, Florida and 
graduate of the UnivStesity of North Car<clina, and apparently a reputable 
citizen, advised he has hot been a member of the Kp. KLux Klan in over 10 
years, that he originally joined the Klan in Orlando .in 1937 • 

He related that in 1940 or thereabouts (possibly 19^2) a group of 
KLansmen who used the name of the American Club and also the Apopka ; 

Sportsmen* 3 Club, erected a cement block building through voluntary labor 
and materials', on his property in the northeast corner of lake Apopka, 

Orange County', where he owns 90 acres. 

For a number of years there was no activity in the Klan inasmuch as 
it had disbanded. Two or three years ago a group of KLansmen started to 
meet again' at the building on his acreage. BHl BOGAR representing the Southern 
Ijii^ts of the Klan and FRED REISNER representing the Associa-tion of Georgia 
unit at Apopka, c^e to him to adVise they would like to use the build- 
ing again. Originally he had given written permission to the Klan (Florida) to 

use the building as a meeting place. • • , 

^ ^ 

About two years ago the Geor^a Klan and the Southern Knights of ■ . 
the were in dispute over the use of the meeting place and came to him 
about- it* He told each side -that as long as they could get together they 
could use the meeting place but that he aertainly did not want to be involved 
in any KLan dispute. He contact^ed his attorney. Judge JOHN BAKER, in order 
to advise the Klan groups officially- that they .should vacate or cease using 
the premises for a meeting place. To his knowledge neither Klan group uses 
the meeting place but admits it -is possible they might use' it without his 
permission. • , 

!&•. SMITH agreed tha'b seme soriy indi-viduals have gained admittance 
to the Ki.ar and' wouldn’t doub't that there ,wsre some «*bad actors” in the Klan 
but that he himself was mable to furnish aiy information -which might link 
any of the members of the Klan or any other .person -^-th ins'-^t case. 
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!&•;. SMITH, who is a Deacon of the Baptist Church, is a member of 
the Masonic Order and a Shriner, furnished the following observations concern- 
ing individuals whpse names were mentioned to- him: ’ 

Burnett Hart - used to be a bad character four or five years ago, 
drank considerably but has become a good fellow in the past year or two, 
joined the church a year ago and wouldn*t be the type to be engaged in argr 
terrorist activities; 

BILL ■ BOGAB was in the armed services for a number of years and 
came back "rattlebrained”; 

FRED REISNER’ served as Chief of Police in Apopka for twelve or 
' fifteen years until 1946, then because he played politics, lost out as Chief 
. ’of Police and is presently Constable* 
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The followiiig investigation was conducted by Special Agents FRANK 
F. MEECH and JAMES P. SHANNON on January 22, 1952' ah' 'ifinter Garden, Florida: 

BASIS: ROBERT DA.VIS \ip.s interviewed concerning XEE DAVIS and other 
Klansmen of the Tvtnter Garden area inasmuch as he app^red to be a 
reputable citizen of the corajrjnlty. 

* • # 

' 

ROBERT DAVjS, . proprietor of DAVIS* Pharmacy, Winter Garden, Florida,. 
President of the Rotary and a prominent Ifeson, upon interview furnished the 
following infoimiation: 

He has li.ved in Winter Garden, Florida all his life and has known 
LEE DAVIS (no relation) foi’ many years ^ He believes LEE DAVIS comes from 
Dothan, Alabama and described him as an ignorant individual with an ungov- 
ernable temper who is an extremely narrow person who hates negroes violently, 
has a worthless character and reputation and is undoubtedly the worst indi- 
vidual in Winter Garden. 

LEE DAVIS seems to have the idea people are looking down on him 
because he is. lacking in education. He is extremely garrulous, always butting 
in on conversations even thou^ they are none of his business and attempting 
to obtain all the information he can wherever He might be. . 

. Mir. ROBERT DAVIS ccamnented liiat LEE DAVIS Should pay more attention 
to his work as a carpenter than he does to other people's business. To 
illustrate LEE DAVJS* behavior Mr. ROBERT DAVIS remarked **Doc you pour all 
yoiir prescriptions out of the same bottle, put different labels on- them and. 
then charge big piices." ROBERT DAVIS took a group of small blue bottles, 
placed them on the table before LEE DAVIS and told him that they all look 
alike but actually they were different medicines. LEE DAVIS '•blew up” and 
stalked out of the store in a huff without saying anything. 

Mr. ROBERT DAVIS could think of no person more unreaaonable or 
stupid as to behave in such a manner. Actiaally he has a fear of antagonizing 
LEE DAVIS because LEE DAVIS might commit an act -of violence against his per- 
son or his business. 

Mr. ROBERT DAVIS has noticed that of late LEE DAVIS has been hang- 
ing around the Police Department of Winter Garden as though he were inter- 
ested in picking up some information. He had never been in the habit of 
being around that PoUce Department Until recently (the Chief of Police, 
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MA2NAEID MANN is the brother-in-law of Mrr^.iiGBEEJT DAVIS)*. Recently as he was 
sitting at a table in the drug store BEE DAViS entered and sat dom beside 
ROBERT DAVIS. Without any preliminary remarks, BEE DAVIS told ROBERT DAVIS 
that the EBI was checking the sale of dynamite in the county and in the 
whole area. Mr. ROBERT DAVIS advised that the manner and, tone of voice of 
lEE DAVIS was not unusual and there was no indication of arxjdLety or fear in 
his voice, . . . • ’ 


LEE DAVIS has made application for membership in the Masons on 
several occasions but has always been blackbal3.ed. 

When asked to furnish the 'identity of the person who would be 
best acquainted with BEE DAVIS, Mr. ROBERT DAVIS advised that the closest 
friend of BEE DAVIS is one ABEK SCHMITT who is just like BEE DAVIS in 
character and reputation. Mr. ROBERT DAVIS filled a. prescription for ABBZ 
SCHI4ITT recently. 

When questioned concerning the undertaker, F. E. lOOMIS of Winter 
Garden, Mr. ROBERT .DAVIS advised that BOOMIS was an agitator in the beginning 
but has settled down. The manner in which Mr. ROBERT DAVIS spoke of BOOMIS 
indicated that he did not think he was a credit to the community. 

As far as Mr. ROBERT DAVIS knows there has been no open Klan acti- 
vity in the VBLnter Garden area. He knows EDGAR BROOKESU, EDDIE JACKSQM and 
TOM RICE but doesnH. know EARB BROOKBIN or TIBEMM BELVIN. He believes 
BILL HARTZOG, idio operates a hardware store in Winter Garden is a reputable 
citizen and all right. He knows R. G. HOWELL of .Ocoee and only recently 
filled a prescription for him. 

Mr. ROBERT DAVIS stated he is not and never has been a member of 
the Ku Klux Klan and is unable to state whether or not any particular indi- 
vidual is a member of the’ Klan. 
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The foUoxdng invesbigatiai was conducted by Special Agents FEANK 
MEECH and TOBIAS E. MAITHEMS January 31^ 1952 at Mnter Garden, Florida: 

BASIS: ROBEET E. DAVIS, oxuner Davis* Pharmacy, IfBLnter Garden, 

Florida, previously furnished information conce?.-n-U’g- IHB DAVIS, 
advised that' RUBEN F.' ANDERSON, LEWIS E. JOHNSON and. J. H. D* 

GROGAN were individuals whose character and reputations were 
above reproach and who had lived in Winter Garden for many 
years and who would be able to possibly furnish information con- 
cerning suspects in instanfc case. 

*3t* 


RUBEN F. ANDERSON, ovnaer and operator of a grocery store in Winter 
Garden, advised he does not know suspects SCHMITT and JUDAH. In. regard to 
LEE DAVIS, ANDERSON stated that he is acquainted with DAVIS who ts a car- 
penter by trade. According to ANDERSON, DAVIS has on a number of occasions 
petitioned for membership in the Masonic lodge at Winter Garden ^d on each 
occasion he has been blackballed. ANDERSCM states becaus© of this fact he 
is of the opinion there is scaaething wrong or derogatory as to the character 
and reputation of DAVIS -or he would not have been rejected. However, he 
stated he does not have anything specific in this regard but attributes 
this to the fact of DAVIS* rejection by the lodge. 


With regard to 'WILLIAM HARTZOG, ANDERSON, stated he .'is not very well 
acquainted with HARTZOG although he has for sometime been a resident of 
Winter Garden. ANDERSON said HARTZOG reportedly was engaged in the Bolita 
.racket for a number of years and made enough money in the- racket to establish 
himself in the hardware business. He stated he suspects LEE DAVIS of be^g 
a member -of the Ku KLux Klan as wall as F. E. LOOMIS, an undeii>aker at Winter 
Garden; With regard- to LOOMIS he advl^.d LOOMIS has also been blackballed 
a number of times by the Masonic, lodge av Winter Garden. He stated he does 
nob have any information regarding the activities of DAVIS or LOOMIS in the 
fKKK, pointing put that he merely suspects them of being members and does not 
have any positive proof. ' , 


He pointed out in this regard that his optoion is supported by the 
fact that both LEE DAVIS and Ha-v-o tha. ropuba-fcion of bodng -voary p.rcbi- 

neero. ANDERSCN advised does not know MRL BR00KI2N or TIIIMAN H. HHIAICW. 

. .'J/ ■ 

He stated suspects one IMOR^^^RANTLEl, -i. 'ho-pber of Winter 
aa being a msmfegiL-Of .the Klan. . 
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MDERSON stated duriAg the interview that there have been a number 
of incidents of violence in W^ter Garden in the past' year and a half but he 
added he does not have any information of value regarding these incidents. 
MDEEiSON stated he has been very active in ^ sonic affairs in Vfinter Garden 
and expressed his whole hearted personal opposition to acts of lawlessness 
that have occurred in Winter Garden. 

LEWIS E« JOHNSON^ House Foreman, Eoper Growers Cooperative, advised, 
he is acquainted with suspect SCHMITT who is employed by the Winter Garden 
iKLtrus Exchange. JOHNSON stated he has heard that SCHMITT is a very active 
msnber of the Klnn. He advised he “was unable to recall the source of this 
Information. He also stated that SCHMITT is a veiy active member of the. 
Methodist Church and attends regularly at the Sunday Schools According to 
JOHNSON, SCHMtTT has the reputation of being honest and one who pays his 
debts. JOHNSON pointed out he is not personally acquainted with SCHMITT. 

In regda^ to LEE JJAVIS, .JOHNSON stated it has been remarked in 
Winter Garden LEE^^AVIS was second in command of- the Klan at Winter Garden 
and has been very ^tive in Kjan matters. According to JOHNSON, DAVIS also 
attends the Methodist Church in Orlando . , JOMSON stated that LEE is now 
somewhat of a sober type of indivi.dual although a* few years ago he had a 
reputation of being a very mean, rough and heavy drinking individual- who was 
very outspokenly anti-negro and- a staunch advocate of "vdiite supremacy. 

JOHNSON stated he is not personally acquainted with WHUAM 
HARTZOG although he is aware HARTZOG operates a hardware store in Winter 
Garden and is also a member of the Idon^s Club. 

According to . JOHNSON,MORI BRANTLEH, a barber in Winter Garden is 
also rumored to be very active in Klan matters in Winter Garden. JOHNSON 
stated he has never been a member* of the Klan. 

JOHNSON stated he does not know ROBERT L. JUDAH, EARL BROOKLm, 
THIM&N H. BELVIN or J. B. JOHNSON. 

During the interview JOHNSON stated Mrs. MARION FULLER, who is 
employed in the office of the Roper Growers Cooperative had stated to JOHNSON 
that her husband had received a threatenins teloi^h~-Ma« Acu',n-»»d-iiig to 

JOHNSON^ Mrs. FULLER*s husband is engaged in selling insurance to color-ed. 
people, JOHNSON was unable to furnish any details regarding the threat re- 
ceived by Mr. FULLER. 
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JOHN .HENRI DENNIS GROGAN, owner and operator 'of Grogan Jewelry 
Store, advised he does not know EARL BRO OKLYN or TILIilAN H« BELVIN, nor is 
he acquainted with ALFONSO SCHMITT. (SOGAN stated he is acquainted with 
LEE DAVIS. He stated that BASIS is now a regular church attendant and 
appears to be a sober individual although a few .yeary a.go DAVIS was very 
"rough” and was regarded as having a poor reputation ana as being a violent 
type of man. GROGAN stated DAVIS now regularly attends the Methodist 
•Church and Sunday School services and has apparently '^burned over a- new 
leaf." GROGAN pointed out that he knows' DAVIS but is not a personal friend 
ar )f 1 he does not associate ■with DAVIS. 

' GROGAN advised he does not know ROBERT L. JUDAH. 

In regard - MTT.T.TA M^HARTZQG, (ffiOGAN advised HARTZOG operates a 
hardware store in Winter Garden and it has been generally remarked that 
HARTZOG made enough money in the Bolita racket to establish himself in the 
hardware business. 

He stated -liiat HARTZOG at one time also operated a pool hall in 
Winter Garden and that HARTZOG allowed dice and poker to be' played in the 
pool hall. • • ' 

GROGAN stated he does not know J. B. JOHNSON. 

■ Rev. 0 . V. HITCHCOCK, Pastor, First Methodist Church, was inter- 
viewed for any information he might be able to furnish of value to this in- 
vestigation. ' Rev. HITCHCOCK stated he has only been in Vfinter Gai:den since 
June, 1951, ' having been the Pastor of a Methodist Church in Tampa, Florida 
until that time. He stated -that he was very active in the ISfijaister^s Group 
in Tampa, Florida for better govenament and has been quite concerned with the 
general moral delinquency of residents of the Winter Garden area. 

He ad-vised that so far he has not had anyone to talk to in a con- 
fidential way and thus he does not f eol he has any inf omation which would 
be of' value to our investigation, however, d-uring the interview he stated 
LEE DAVIS is a mamber of -the Methodist Church and both DA'SIS and Mrs. 

DAVIS attend services. . In this regard he stated LEE DA'VIS was already a- 
member of the church whmi he, HITCHCOCK, became Pastor of the Methodist . 
Church. . ' 


•Rev* HITCHCOCK, stated insofar as he knows, DAVIS has a good reputa- 
tion amcaig the church members, uo Mvised he has not heard any information 
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to the effect that LEE DAVIS is a member of the KLan or has participated in 
KLan activities. He pointed .out that due to the short period of time he has 
been a Pastor of the .Methodist Church he has not had an opportxmity to become 
well enou^ acquainted with members of his church th^t they wcfuld talk^ to him 
in a confidential manner regarding such matters^as IQan activities. He ex- 
pressed the opinion it is very unDikely that persons mo are m^bers of the 
KLan, even thou^ having a great deal of confidence in their Minister, would 
go so far as to discuss such matters with their Minister. 

He stated he is personally very much opposed to the KLan ,^d all 
its activities and it is very unlikely that KLan members would cp^ide ^ 
him. He stated he is of the opinion ‘the KLan is very active in Winter Garden 
citing an Instance shortly after his arrival wherein he waJiced into his 
study -and found an appOication form on his desk 'for membership in the ^orgia 
KLan. Rev. HHCHGOCK stated hebjLs not now nor ever has been a member of the 

KLan. 

•During the interview he stated that he has hea-rd that seme ministers 
and even professional men had beceme members of the KLan although in his. 

Rev. HITCHCOCK* 3 opinion, he is completely unable to understand Igpw anyone 
could belong to the KLan if they have principles of good government at, heart. 

Mrs, MARXeS HULDER, Roper Growers Cooperative, advised that her 
husband, ALLEH M. FULLER, operates an insurance business in Orlando seU^ 
Insurance, principally to colored persons, and maintains an of^e at 718 
W. Church Street in Orlando. She stated the insurance agency is kno^ as 
the Allied Continental Automobile Association. She also advised tmt on 
January 24 or 25, 1952 a telephone call vias made to the Allied Continental 
Automobile Association office, TIG ¥, Church Street, telephone 3-753 in 
Orlando by an unknovna male, who asked to speak to Mr. FULLER. 


According to Mrs. FULLER, the telephone call was received by Mr. 
FULLER* s secretary, a colored girl, who immediately stated Mr. FULLER was . 
not in the office. Thereupon the caller tolti Mr. FULLEB»s secretary to te^ 
Mr. FULLER that a moaber .of the three K*s had telephoned to advise ^ wt 
'*We have decided to take you out and beat you up.- Mrs. FULLER stated after 
making this statement the caller hung up. 


She also advised her husband later stated the telephone call was 
a local one inasmuch as his secretary had immediately, after receiving tte 
telephone call, asked the operator to trace the call and the operator had 
stated the call was not a long distance but a local call and therefore 
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would be very difficult to trace. 

Mrs. FULCSE stated it is her understacdirig her husband has reported 
this matter to tte Orange County Sheriff*s Office. In regard to her husband»s 
business activities she advised he sells insurance to coiujrsd residents of 
Orlando, Zellwood, Mount Dora and Minter Garden. 

During the interview she stated the colored taxi cab driver who was 
shot and beaten ty a group of vhite men (ARTHUR HENRI HOLLAND - January 12 , 
1952) had definitely identified one of the men who was with the group that 
shot and beat him bub wouH not identify the individual to anybody but her 
husband, Mr. FULLER. She said she did not recall the n amfi of the person 
vrtio was identified but she did recall her husband sajdng that HOLLAND had 
told him of the identity. 
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The follcfwing investigation was conducted by Special Agents TOBIAS 
E. MATTHSMS and ERANK F. MEECH on- January 3?-# .1952: 

BASIS: C. M.XjckER, Justice of the Peace, Winter Garden, Florida, 
was interviewee^ to ascertain whether, he would cooperote with Bureau 
Agents and furnish any information concerning Klnn activities in 
Winter Gardeg. It had previously been ascertained tiirough C.I. T-3 
that C. M. TUCKER is an active member in the Georgia Jpan at iifinter 
_^rden and was closely associated with Sheriff DAVE STAHR.**” 

G. M. TUCKER, Justice of the Peace, Winter Garden, advised he has 
never been a member of the Klan and does not know anjrtiiing regarding the 
KLan activity in the Winter Garden area. He also advised he doesn*t suspect 
anyone of being a member of the Klan in the Winter Garden area. 

When queidled generally concerning KLan activities, TUCKER remarked 
”I remember when I was a boy seeing parades of Klansmen in Winter Garden but 
I haven »t seen rior h^ard of any KLan activity in many, many years.” 

TUCKER stated he knows EARL BROOKLYN, but has not seen BROOKLYN 
since he was a boy. In regard to BRO^ CEYN , he advised BROOKLYN* was bom. and 
reared in Ocoee but left there several years ago. He stated the last time > 
he had any contact with ■ BROOKLYN was a number of years ago when BROOKLYN 
obtained a weirrant charging a woman with” ’’pulling a gun on him.” Accor ding 
to TUCKER, BROOHCYN is a fox hunting fan and the argument regarc^g the 
’’pulling of a gim” arose from some fox hunt. 

TUCKER states as well as he can recall, an eld^ly man by the. name 
of WALTER BALLARD was also with BROOKLYN can the fox hunt and was a witness. 

He stated the matter was dismissed and no prosecution was undertaken against 
the woman after it was determined that an argument had occurred and the 
entire incident was not of a serious nature. 

TUCKER also advised he knows of TIHMAN H. BELVIN but does not have 
any information i*egarding him. He described EMORY BRANTIEY as ”a big ruu 
off at the mouth fellow.” 

He aTar. advised that AIEC. SCHMITT, who is employed by the Winter 
Garden Gltfus Exchange has a good reputation at Winter Garden. According to 
TUCKER,. HARTZOG, operator of a. hardware store in IfBnter Garden, .also. has a 
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good reputaticai and is very active pa. civic affairs. TUCS!^ stated at one 
time HARTZCG was reputedly engaged in the BoUta racket but how HAKTZOG- 
has a good reputation. 

TUCKER also stated during the interview that a brother of Si![<*S3C’ 
BRANTIEI, i.e. E^TERETT BRANTIEfj, is a «»booze head." He said EVEiEIT 
BRANTIEI formerly had a good business but became, such a "booze head" he 
lost his business and was later separated from his wife* 

During the interview TUCKER stated one JAMES BRANTlEf, a brother 
of EMORY and EVERETT, operates a grocery store in the negro quarters of 
Vfinter Garden. 

TUCKER rtated he- is also acquainted with LEE DAVIS who was for- 
merly a "booze head" but had now quit drinking' and was regarded as being 
of good reputation. • ' • 

TUCKER also advised he knows of one J* B* JOHNSON who has a sew- 
ing machine business in -Orlando but said he is nob acquainted with 
JOHNSON and does not know what type of reputation JOHNSON has in Orlando. 
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The following inve^igation was conducted by Special Agent H* MAINE 
SWINNEI at Ocalij Florida, January IS, 1952: 

BASIS: To interview DAWSON WHITE, Atlas Powder Company representative, 
for information relative to who handles Atlas Powder .Company dynamite 
within Central Florida. 


DAWSON WHITE, Old Blitchton Hoad, advised that he was the district 
representative for Atlas Powder Comparer, however his territory did not cover 
the east coast of Florida as that apea was covered- by the Merrill Dynamite 
Company of Jacksonville, Florida. 

He further advised he had not sold a:^ dynamite in the Orlando area 
for years and that the last he sold was at Pin.ecastle, Florida to the Pine- 
castle Air Base during the last war. 

WHjCTE stated that the closest dealers to Mims wlxlch were covered by 
him were the KINGSIEI-HARR2‘S Hardware Store, leesburg, Florida, Polk Construc- 
tion Company at Lakeland, Floiida and the J. D. MANLEI Construction Company 
at leesburg, Florida. 
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The folloidng investigation -was conducted by Special Agents 
CLIDE P. ADERHOLD and PRUE C. GLBJKSCALES at mnter Garden, Florida, ' 
on February 4. and 5, 1952. 


BASIS? Ascertain sources of dynamite in the Winter 
Garden, Florida, area. 




Chief of Police MfllHABD MOT advised the only source of 
iynamite knoi«i to him in the Winter Garden, Florida, area was the 
Florida Power Company. Chief MM said it was his understanding the 
PoTfier Cranpar^ uses dynamite in setting up new power poles. 

Mr. F. E. C10UD, manage, Florida Power "Company, advised 
that company did use dynamite in setting up new power lines and. poles. 

He stated the dynamite was stored in the Florida. Power Company ware- 
house in a vault and that the only persons having keys to this vault 
are himself and the line-foi'eman, G. W. KENWEDI. Mr. CIOUD said that 
to his knowledge no <^iamite had been stolen from the vault and that 
no one had attempted to borrow any dynamite from the company. . 

Go W. KENMEDI, line foreman, Florida Power Company, advised 
that he used dynamite in diggi.ng holes for power poles. He stated 
the dynamite was under his supervision and that he has a key to the 
vaull,t T^ere the dynamite is stored. He stated that no dynamite had been 
stolen from the vault and that no one had tried to obtain any dynamite 
from him. He advised dynamite is usually purchased in one or two. 
case lots, the last compary oa^der having been obtained from a dis- 
tributor in Lakeland or Milberry, Florida; that the case- carried, with 
the work crew is maintained under lock and key .on the company *s 
work truck with only Mmself having' access to this' storage place on. 
the truck. KEMNEDI . advised he knew of no one in the ‘['lELnter Garden 
area ■vSio had used ctynamite during the past year or two or who might 
have ready access to dsmamite. 
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X. MISCELLANEOUS 

The foUovdng investdgation ■was ‘ conducted by Special Agent 
Iffiianil A. MMEET on January 12, 13,15, 17 and IS, 1952. 

BAS3S: Automobiles bearing license tags 6W4565, 6'W46AS and 
6 w 6625 ■were seen at the funeral of HARRT T. MOOIffi and the 
' o'wners' should be in^tervieiired as to their knoviLedge concern- 
ing the acti^vities of H}ORB« 


The records of the Florida Ifi.ghv.iay Patrol, ¥est Palm Beach, 
Florida, reflects that license 6W4565 is registered to ■fche Murphy 
Construction Campary for a 194S Hudson Club Coupe. 

Mr. H. L. lAME, Murphy Construction Con^iany, ad^vised this 
car "was traded to Thurston Brooks Used Cars on August 31, 1951* 

Mrs. WAIHE wISIGHT, Thurston Brooks Used Cars, ad^vlsed this 
car ■was sold to CIFWELAcJD SIMMONS, Pahokee, Florida, on October 17, 
1951. 


GIE7ELAND SIMEONS, Pahokee Housing Authority Project, stated 
he now owns a 194S Hudson bearing 1951 Florida license 6¥4565; however, 
he does not know HABEX T. M30HE and did not attend the funeral of M30EE 
at hSms, Florida, and did not loan his car to aiydne to attend the 
funeral. He s'bated he is positi've his car •was not; out of Palm Beach 
County for the last several months and certainly not in December, 1951. 

The records of the Florida Highway .Patrol, West Palm Beach, 
Florida, reflect that license 6W46AS is registered to Dr. HOBERT L. 
SMITH, 431 Rosemary, We^ Palm Beach. 

Dr. ROBERT L./XMITH, negro dentist, ad-vised he attended the 
funeral of MDQEE; however! he did not know MOORE too vjell and only 
talked to him at Vanguard club meetings. ' He stated MOORE attended a 
meeting of the Vanguard at West Palm Beach, Florida, on November 27, 
1951, and he saw MOORE again about DecCTiber 1, 1951* was the -last 

time he saw MOORE. ’ ■ ’ 

He stated he did not know of any enemies of MOORE and to his 
knoitLedge ICORE had not received any threats. Dr. SMITH stated he once 
asked MOORE ■sdiy he lived in' Mims as there did not appear to be too many 
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coloi^d people living "there and. MCOEE replied that he had li'wed there 
all his life and liked it there; he did not comment f^nrther and the 
.sub; 3 ec"b "was dropped. 

The records of the Florida Highway Patrol, West Palm Beach, 
'Florida, reflect that license 6w6625 is registered to EDDIE L, ROUNDTEEE, 
P,0* Box 77^ j lake Park, Floiida, for a 19 Buick sedan, 

EDDIE ROUNDTREE, Jackson Street, Riviera Beach, Florida, 
advised he owns the above- described car but that he did not attend the 
funeral of HARRT T. MOORE. He stated his father, liWID ROUNDTREE, 
borro"wed his car and attended the funeral. 

•npiD ROUNDTREE, Jackson Street, Riviera Beach, Florida, ad- 
vised he attended the funeral of MOORE and that he has knoiwn MOORE for 
about three years as a neighbor, that he lives across the street from 
MOORE’S house in Riviera. Beach. He stated that ICX)EE_ had never men- 
tioned any threats received by him and he did not knoi’i" of any enemies 
of. the MCOREs. He stated he could offer nothing concerning the bombings ^ 
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The Tollo\faiig investigation ivas condacted by Special Agent 
Ti JTT.T.TflM Mo ALEXMDER on January 2$, 1952, at Jacksonville, Florida. 

BASIS: 1951 Florida, tag 2E950 was observed at the 
funeral of victim HARECT T. MOORE on January 1, 1952, at 
Mhns, Florida. Investigation conducted to identify -and 
inte 3 ?view the ovner of this’ tag concerning his rela-” 
tionship with the victins and to secure any informa- 
tion he might have relative the persons responsible for 
their deaths. 




The 1951 Florida tag 2E 950 is registered to the BurvieU 
Auto Rentals,. 400 West Monroe Street, Jacksonville, Florida. 

Mr. WZ SAWDET, manager, Burwell Auto Rentals, advi.sed 
'this car was rented on January -1, 1952, to POROHER TAHOR, editor of 
the '»ELorida Tattler”, a colored newspaper. 

POROHER TAHOR, 511 Broad Street, stated he had been ac-' 
quainbed with victim KARRI T. MDORE and had attended the funerals of 
both victims. He advised he had not seen MORE for the past three or 
four m<^Trth p and knew nothing of his activities prior to the bombing. 
TAHOR said he had no informaiijon concerning anyone who might have done 
the bcmbing, other than hearsay , and he was giving the following in- 
formation to the FBI for whatever value it might be. 

’ He stated he had been in the Tropic^ D:^er in Jacksonville 
and had overheard a young colored boy whom tie . did not know by name say 
that he was in 3®ms at the time of this bombing and this colored boy 
had said he had the names of three vhite pepple who had done the bod- 
ing. However, TAHOR said, before he could talk fisher 
he rec^ved a telephone call and lAien he came back the boy ha e t 
diner. He said he was attempting to find out the-boy*s name md would 
furnish liiis infoimation to the FBI. He said the boy was tall, ^ ar 
skinned, approximately 21 or 22 years old md he was under the 
pression the boy*s heme was in Miami and that he was presently a stu- 
dent at Florida A&M in Tallahassee. 
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• TAHOR further advised he had not attended the Daytona' Beach 
comrention of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People but his information was that MOORBts job had been abolished at 
this' convention due to the lack of funds available to pay him and that 
MOOSE had been made more or less a coordinator of NAAGP activities in 
the State of Florida, a non-paying job. ■ 

He stated he did not know* of anyone idio mi^t have done the 
bombingj^ut stated he received a rumor to the effect that^hgs^if_ 
VJIIIiIS VaAMcCALL of Lake County -ms the instigator of the bombing.^ 

'He ' seddlie^a^iieard that McCAH. had hired a negro in Mims to be the 
finger man but he had been unable to determine who this colored man ijnght 
have been. Dihen asked why MiCAIIi might have wanted MX)RE out of the way, 
TAILOR stated he had also heard a rumor that MOORE had received seme 
information -liilch would prove the rapu case at Groveland to be a frame- 
up. He said he had heard the victim in the rape case had two or three 
brothers idio were supposed to be very bad men and that the husband of 
the woman had beaten her and was .afraid that if the brothers learned of 
the beating he would be killed. ' Thereafter the victim and her husband 
had reported to the Sheriff that she had been raped by four colored 
boys in order to take the **heat** off her husband so that her brothers 
would not. harm him. TAILOR stated the .above was strictly rumor and 
he ted no factual data to substantiate the above allegations. 
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The foUovang investigation -was conducted hy Special Agent 
EDGENE J. GAEBUTT at West Palm Beach, Florida, on January l6, 17 j 1S, 
19, 30, and 31> 1952. 

BASIS: 1951 Florida tag 6'W129S "was observed at the 
funeral of victim HARBT To MOOEE on January 1, 1952, 
at l^ELms, Florida. Identify and inberview the ovner of 
this tag concerning his relationship "with victims and 
any information he might have relating to the persons 
responsible for their deaths. 


The records of the Florida ffi.ghvray Patrol indicated the ovner 
of 1951 Florida tag 6X'a29S v«as CHARLES BTED, Box S693s Lantana, Florida. 

• ETHEL BYRD, Box /f23A, Route 2, advised hen husband owned a 
192{S tvjO“tone green, two-door Buipk bearing license 6wi29S but traded 
it in to Holman lincoln-Mercury on December 14» 1951 • 

ARTHUR McGAUM, Business ISifenager, Holman lincoln-Mercury, 
advised the 192(S tvro-door Buick bearing tag 1951 Florida 6W129S -was 
sold December 22, 1951, to ETCHARD H. SEYMOUR, JR., 1040 22nd Street, 

RICHARD H^EYMDUR, JR., lOiiO 22nd Street, advised he -was 
the ovner of a 192jB tvro-door, "^tvro-tone Buick which he had purchased from 
the Holman lincoln-Mercuiy dealer, which car bore 1951 Florida tag 
6va29S, SEU'DUR stated he v^as in Mims, Florida, January 1, 1952, but 
that he was not there to attend the funeral of HARRY T. MOORE. A.C- 
cording to SEYMOUR, he stopped in Mms en route to West Palm Beach, Flor-- 
ida, from Coolonan, Georgia, where he had visited his vrife, Mrs. RICHARD 
H. SEYI'SOUR, Box 10, Route 4. He remarked that he was. in Mims in the 
afternoon and evening of January 1, 1952, and had visited local bars 
viiere he first learned of-^the death of MOORE. He stated that .people 
were talking about I'-X)0RE*s death but he could not remember any of the 
talk except that people said it was unfortunate and that MOORE was a nice 
man. He stated he knew nothing concerning the circumstances of MOORE^s 
death, that he did not know MOORE and did not know aryone who was a 
close friend to 'MOORE. He stated he is a member of the P rogressi ve 
Yr»t<^ rP T.Fta,g nA but that he is 9nly one oi the ^’little fellovra®*'. ' He"' stated 
he did not attend MC0RE<s funeral and did not lend his car to anyorie 
to attend. 
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The fbllowLng imrestigation -was conducted by Special Agent 
H. SVJIHHE? at Ocala, Florida , 6n February 6, 1952 » 

BASIS? To interview PERCY' and ESTELLE SMALLWOOD, Ocala, 
Florida-, relative airy information th^ could furnish 
concerning activities of r^ictim MDORE, it being noted 
they attended the funeral of MOORE. . , 


PERCY and ESTELLE SMALLWOOD r-jere interviewed at the S ma l l- 
tiTOod Grocery on West Broadway, at which time they advised they had 
known MOORE for several years; however, th^ could furnish no informa- 
tion as to the reason for the explosion at Ifims’ or regarding indiv- 
iduals 'vdio might have perpetrated this crime. They advised they knew 
little of MDORE* s activities through the past year but -should ary . 
information ccme to their attention relative the jnstant case the same 
would be immecflately made available to this Office. 
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The following investigafeibn was conducted "by Special Agent 
H. ¥AIHE SlfnEMEy on 'January 27 and February 6,’ 1952, at Tavares, 
Clermont,' Ifount Dora and Leesburg, Florida* 


BASIS: To locate and interview "the holders of license 
numbers 12-231B, 12-4477, 12-7210 and 12-8720, to as- 
certain vdiat information these indi'viduals have con- 
cerning instant case and activi'bies of HAREJI' T. MDOSE 
inasmuch automobiles bearing these licenses were ob- 
served at the funeral of victim MOOEE. 


Investi^tion at Tavares, Florida, reflected the following, 
were the holders of the respective license numibers: 


I2-23IS 

12-4477 

12-7210 

12-8720 


C. 0. LOTT, Mount Dora 
BM A. BEOTaIN, Leesburg 
SAMUEL ¥. COOPER, Clermont 
GOUE LANG, Fruitland Park 


Investigation at Leesburg reflected BEM A. BIK)VilN had sold 
his automobile bearing 1951 Florida license 12-4477 and it was pres- 
ently ovaied by F. L* HAMPTON, BIZ Washington Street, Box 479, Leesburg. 


F. L.HAMPTON upon interview advised he zind his wife had at- 
tended the funeral of HAERT T- MOOEE in ffims and that he had known 
MOORE for seme eight years* He further advised he had no knowledge 
relative instant case and did not know of MOOEE having been in Lake 
County subsequent to the convention at which he spoke in Faruitland . 

Park e£a*ly in 1951. He stated he, HAMPTON ,had spoken on two 'occasions 
at the trial in Lake County of the Groveland boys at liiioh time he was^ 
requested to speak relative the condition of negroes in Leesburg, Florida* 
He stated that he was present at the trials of the Groveland ‘boys at 
Tavares and that at no time did he have any knowledge or reason to be- 
lieve that victim MOORE was active in this trial* . He further advised 
he has attended conventions throughout the state at which MOOEE was 
present and at ho time had he heard MOOEE discuss the Lake County case 
although he 'had knovledge of MOOEE raising money for the defense of -the 
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subjects in that investigation. Imew of no threats ifiade aga:^st 

MCOHE nor specific information as to "viiy MOORE iras killed and stated 
that should any such information come to his attention he would immed- 
iately advise this office. 

C. 0. LOTT, A19 Jacdcson Street, Mount Dora, Florida, advised 
he was the principal of the coloied school in Mount Dora and that he 
had known victim MOORE for some fifteen years. LOTT stated he had 
formerly taught in a' school with the victim and that he considered 
him a very courageous individual "vdio had at heart the work of the NAACP 
and in general the advancement of the negroes. IX)TT- stated he did not 
believe ITORE had been in the vicinity of Mount Dora in the last six 
months and” that to his knowledge the last time MOORE had been in Mount 
Doi^ l^as prior to the, election between SMSTHEES and PEPPER at vta-ch 
lime MDORE was indicating vMch candidates he felt -had the best inter- 
est of the negroes at heart. IX}TT knew of no threats that had been 
made against MDORE nor the reason for his death and advised if - such 
information came to his attention he would immediately advise this Of- 
fice. 


SAMUEL W. CXDOPER, box 221, Clermont, Florida, advised he has 
knowh MDORE for many years and attended his- funeral at Mms; however, 
he could furnish no information as to the reason for the death of MOORE 
nor information as to the identities of those who jaigjyb have per— ■ 
petrated this offense. He advised that should any such infoamiation 
come to his attention he would immediately advise this Office. 
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■ The foUbv/ing investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
FRED E. GORDON on J^uary 23, 1952: 

BASIS --PAUL PERKINS, colored Attorney, Orlando, Florida, . 
related a rumor claiming HORACE HIIiL, colored Attorney of 
Daytona Beach, Florida, as well as others, ha.d been nui 
• out of Lake County* at the termination of the Groveland. 

Rape Trial in August, 1949 » 


HORACE E. HILL, 525| Second Avenue, Daytona Beach, Florida, 
advised that he was one of the Attorneys for the defense in the (SOVE- 
LAND Rape Case in August, 1949* 

According to HILL, prior arrangements had been made with the 
Florida Highway Patrol, that at the conclusion of this trial, he e.nd . 
others were to have police escort out of Tavares, Floi’ida, As ELL 
pointed out, the jury rendered a guilty verdict at approximately 9:30 P.M* 
one night, and idien he and his party left immedia,tel3'' thereafter, they 
found no police escort* According to ELL, in the party riding in his 
car was RAIIONA La®, who is an editoifel writer for the ’ Chicagopef endant-, 
TED POSTON, who is a negro writer^ for the New York Post, •FPJ'JMI^toLLIAMS, 
an At torney for. the NAACE * and himself, \ 

ELL went on to say that lea-'dng Tavares, Florida that night 
and a,fter. going about two or three mi-les outside of town, he noticed- a 
‘car in the rear blink their lights, and goirig on from that point, he^ 
noticed another car ahead of him parked off the side of the road, which' 
wa.s apparently receiving this blinking light as a signal* As HILL ex- 
plained, he was proceeding toward Apopka, Florida at the time. He 
stated he noticed this car kept following him and .as they proceeded 
■ further down the road, he noticed a car parked on the left and directly • 
opcosite this car, another car was parked on the right, which indicated 
to him at the time., possibly some type of a blockade v/as being formed, 

HTT.T. stated that realizing that possibly they meant to do 
him and his pa,rty bodily harm, he stepped up the speed of his car and 
while going through Apopka, Florida, didn’t even -stop' for a red light. 

He stated that the car which seemed to be foUovjing him, stopped and 
turned around at the Orange County line. As HILL recalled, this car 
was an old model car, but it riever did get close enough, to him to deter- 
mine what color it was, or what tag it bore, or how many people were ac- 
tually in the car. As ELL pointed out, no attempts were made by the oc- 
cupants of this car to run him off the road. 
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HILL pointed out that Victim. MOORE was not at the trial in 
Tavares,- Florida.; MOORE >s only connection in the CSlOVEL/iMD. case, ac- 
cording to HILLi was that he had had investigated the case in this par- 
ticular area, aathough MOORE himself, had never told him personally that 
he was conducting an investigation* 

HTT.T. further stated that SSnat-o-g- HOLLMTO’s son of Bartow, 
Florida, investigated the Groveland Case, and had spent a lot of time in 
the Groveland area, As HILL explained, -HOLLMD's son had volunteered 
his services. 

Relative to the’ results ofHOXLAND’s son's investigation, _ 

HILL stated that /LEX ACKERMAN would know if any such report was submitted 
by HOLLAND, - ■ , . 

HILL advised that it was his information, that during the time 
• MOORE was allegedly investigating the Groveland Case, ROV'JLAND WATTS* a 
white Attorney in New York City, and LEROY HACKER, were making investiga- 
tions in the same general area. as was MOORS,' concerning alleged peonage 
cases. It was HILL's thought that possibly WATTS or H/iCKER’s investiga- 
tion of this .area, might possibly have a , bearing upon the general atti- 
tude of various groups concerning Victim MOORE, . , . 

It- was subsequently determined that ROILAND WATTS is pre- 
sently in New York City, exact address, however, tinknovni, and that LEROY 
HACKER can be presently -found at l6l Liscum Drive, Dayton, Ohio, 

A teletype was directed to the New York and .Cincinnati Offices 
on January 24, 1952, to have RO^LMD X^ATTS and LEROY HA CKM interviewed 
concerning any knowledge they might have of MOORE' s activities. 
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The foUoiwlng iavestigaliion was conducted by Special Agent T tfILI t T A M 
J. JAliOSON at Winter Haven, Florida on Jaraiary 31 6nd February 1, 1952: . 

BASIS; HORACE E. HILL, 525^ Second Avenue,. Daytona Beach, Florida, 
advised SA FRED E. GORDON he was one of the attorneys for the de- 
fense in the Groveland rape case in August, 1949 • He further ad- 
vised that Senator HOLLAND’S son of Bartow, Florida, investigated 
the Groveland case and spent a lot of time in the Groveland area. 

He explained HQLLAND*s son had volxnteered his services. 

•3H«f 

Attorney WILLIAM B. HOLLAND, Phillips Professional Building, Winter 
Haven, Florida, advised that he accompanied his brother S. IINDSEX HOLLAND, 
Jr., vfco is also an attorney, to Orlando, Florida prior to the trial in the 
Groveland case. He stated that he arid his brother consulted with Attorney 
JOHN BERRY, Orlando, regarding a change of venue for the case in view of 
inflaamatory newspaper articles and public reaction innthe case. He stated 
he did not believe his brother conducted any active investigation in the 
matter. He stated that he did not know HAERT MOORE and did not know of ar^ 
investigation he conducted in the Groveland case. 

Attorney S. LtNDSEX HOLLAND, Jr.,’ 113 East Ifedn Street, Bartow, 
Florida, stated that he wishes his name to’ be kept confidential in this matter 
for reasons of professional reputation. _He stated that he was approached by 
ALEX ACILERMAN} FRANKLIN- WILLIANS, newspai^r writer and a third man,, whose 
iqflTnft he, does not recall, to assist in the preparation of the defense in the 
■ Groveland case. He said HORACE HILL may have been- present at the time but 
he -was not certain. 

. HOLLAND stated the defense attorneys had little time .to prepare 
their case. Some of the defense witnesses had left the county because of 
public opinion, and he, HOLLAND, assisted in locating them for the trial. 

He said that he also helped draw up a' petition for the purpose of obtaining 
a change of venue because of public opinion, but was unsuccessful in obtain- 
ing the change of venues 

HOLLAND furthOT stated he did not know'iHARRY MOORE and did not know 
of any investigation of the Groveland case conducted by MOORE* He also said 
he worked on the Case only because he was asked to do so and could not 
ethically refuse and that he refused to accept a 'fee for his services. 
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BASIS: For record purposes the follovdiig information 
received in a repoit from T-6, another governmental 
agency is set forth. 


■3J«* 


( 


1 ) 


The report of Confidential Informant T-6 , of known 

reliability, covering >fSKK ACTIVITIES IN CENTRAL FIX)RIDA», relates in 
substance that it is ruiaored the following individuals were instrumental 
in bombing the MOORE residence: - • 


(a) EARL BROOSLIN, idiite male, one hand missing, vdio re- 
sides on lake Mann, Orlando, Florida | 


who also resides 'on Lake Mam, Orlando; 


4 ' 

(c) BELVIN (oml), vjhite male, resides on opposite side of 
street from American Bakery, Orlando, often seen wearing coT«boy hat 
and boots; 


(d) 


Jll 


■vdite male, knpvjn KKK mouber and 


\ I I ' 

known to like to participate inagts of violence; 


Ce) 


\hite male, resides on Forrest City 
Road between Apopka and Altamonte Springs, Florida; 


(f) SCHMIDT ((MJ) , aka Smitty, an employee of the Irfinter 
Garden Fruit Exchange, Minter Garden, Florida, rumored to have been 
instrum^tal in the death of a colored workman in Vlinter Garden; 

A 

(g) JOE “WADE, oj)erator of ■Wade*s Radio Repair Shop, Apopka, 
stated to own a D. S. Machine Gun, also known to be a member of the KKK 
and active in ”night riding” in late 1950 and early 19515 ni^t riding 
was reportedly not authorized by the KLavem and was stopped by them, 
three men stated to have been known .to have associated with WADE in . 
these activities although they were not identified in the report, 


(h) white male, reported to be a car^nter 

en 5 )loyed by the Atomic JSier^ Commission presently residing at Pine 
Shade Trailer Park, Jackson', South Carolina; 


be 

b7C 
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Ci) 




•vM.te male, viio recently moved foTom 


Apopka, Florida, to angnsn^, ueorgiai 

■viiite male, emplcyed at Bishop »s 


C;3) 


Econcaay Food Itoket, Apopka 


With reference to the infomation set forth in the. above 
report, it is to be noted that EAEOl. BE00KI2N is a principal suspect 
in instant case and -was erroneously described as having one hand miss- 
ing. The other BEOOKISN referred to as a t^dn brother of EAEH is 
actually the individual "vrfx) has ap aaputatiou o£ one arm and "who is 
not a tvdn of EARL BECOKmi>^ a brother four years EAEL»s junior. 

This brother*a name is EDCtAR^pOOKTiYW . 

• BELVIM was described as residing opposite the American 
Bakery in Orlando. TILLMAN H. BELVM, a suspect, resides l6 miles out 
of Orlando on Route 4, Box 400, lake Brawdy. 

I "I vdio is described as being a knovai KLan member 

and one \dio liked to engage in KLan activities is actu al l y EDWARD JACIffiON 
Exalted Cyclops of an Association of Georgia KLans Klavem in Orlando. 

I 

^iio is d escni.be^.merely ' as an individual residing 
outside Apopka is actually j banished from the 

Association of Georgia KLans in ApopKa approximately Ig years ago. 

SCHMIDT described as a foreman at the Winter Garden Fruit 
Exchange is actually ALFONSO F. SCHMITT, the present Exalted Cyclops 
of the Association of Georgia KLans at Winter Garden. 


JOE WADE described as having a U. S. machine gun- and being a 
known, Klan member is actually MARION EDWARD >1ADE, proprietor of Wad© *3 
Radio Repair Shop in Apopka. WADE in 1951 was Exited Cyclops of the 
Association of Georgia KLans at Apopka and is active in KLan activities 
in the Apopka area. 

|an associate of 

IrZADE a nd a former member of the Association of Geor^a KLans at Apep^ca* 
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The foUovdng investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
FRANK F, MEECH and TOBIAS E. IIATTHEWS, JR. on February 1, 1952, at 
Apopka, Florida, 


BASIS: Dr. CHARLES H. DAI'JSEL, Apopka, Florida, 
was identified as the sotrree of T- 6 information 
concerning possible suspects in Apopka in instant 
matter. 


. \ 

Dr. CHARLES H. DAISEL advised that for three years he was 
mayor of Apopka and during that tenure of office he endeavored to "clean 
up the town". He stated that since his tenure of office as mayor he 
has endeavored to keen informed o n activities in the Apopka area. Dr. 
DAJ^SSL advised one | has been his“ patient for some time. 

He said I | confidentially advised tl^^ one LELAND GEORGE, MARION 
EDV7ARD »?JOE" WADE, T. J. McMENNAMI, ED/mOKSON and ROY C, RAtGEY are 
individuals of unsavory character, not to be trusted, and that they 
are suspected of having participated in some of the acts of violence that 
have occurred- in the Apopka area in recent yeairs.. 


He s-bated he had also been told by| that one SCHMITT 

of Winter Garden is suspected of being very active in Klan matters in 
■that area. 


be 

hlC 


S 


Dr. stated he attended the wife of LELAND GEORGE at 

childbirth and during delivery Mrs. -GEORGE stated she -was quite con- 
'cemed about her husband^s as sociaiion ' -with MARION E. WADE,. T. J. 

McMENNAJiY and EUGENE HOOD. According to Dr. DAMSEL Mrs. GEORGE stated 
her husband had been spending a great deal of -time -with WADE, McMENNAM? 
and HOOD and -was away from home e-very night /'carousing around”. 

According to Dr. DAMSEL, Ifrs.' GEORGE did not furarish specific in- 
formation regarding the association but principally expressed her 
concern. DAJGEL stated it is his understanding LELAND GEORGE left 
Apopka several months ago and is presently employed near Augusta, Geor^a, 
on the Atomic Energy project there. 
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He ejqxpeseed his des^e to be of full cooperation -with the 
Bureau in any manner in -which he might be of ser-vice. 

Dr. DAMSEL said that when he first came to Apopka several 
years ago the town -was “rotten**. It was not safe for a person to walk 
on the streets. He took it upon himself to *’cleah up the town** and 
said that during his three years as mayor he had gone a long way in^ 
accomplishing his objective. He indicated he is not throu^ -with his 
reforming program as yet and that before he is through he intends to 
*»get "the town completely clean**. 
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The tollomng investigation -was conducted by Special Agent 
H. MA3atE SWiNNET at Eustis, Florida, on February 6, 1952, 


BASIS; To locate and intervLew THOMAS HELLAED SCOTT 
to ascertain vhether he is or has been a member of the 
KKK and any information he may have donceming instant 
investigation in visw of the fact he iijas a visitor in 
the home of his consiii, IEOH HDTCHESOK, at Mijns, Flor*- 
ida, on Christmas Day, 1951* 




■ THOIIAS FTT-T<ai?D SCOTT, Box 5^, Mount Dora, Florida; vas 
interviewed at his place of empl^mient in Eustis and advised he 'was on 
Christmas Day, 1951, fishing with a girl friend at Oak ^11, Florida. 

He advised th^ ■went to the home of IEOH HUTCHESON at Mims and left the 
fish they had c^ii^t at the HUTCHESON residence, returning to Mcun'fc' 
Dora that day. He stated they left Mims before dark and knew nothing 
concerning the. death of MOORE prior to their reading it in the news- 
paper. He advised he had subsequently talked to HUTCHESON and "^s of 
the opinion HDTCHESON knew of no information relative -fehe Identities 
of the perpetrators of instant offense. He further advised he had irot 
been and is not a member of "the Eu Klux Elan and that, although be 
had heard considerable about' the KLan, he knew little of its activ- 
ities. - 
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The following iiivestigatidn -w&s conducted by Special Agent 
H, ¥AiNE SWUSCNET at Ocala, Florida, on February 6, 1952. 


BASIS; To reinterview AKNIE HOSAEIA MOOSE, daughter 
of victims, for any information she mi^t have con- 
cerning the allegation that she' had observed some 
■jdiite men walking around their house in -Mms, Florida, 
on the afternoon prior to her father ♦^s death. 




ANNIE ROSeXEA MDOEE was interviewed at the Howard Academy 
where she teaches sehool and advised there was no basis for the above 
allegation as she had certainly not seen, any idiite men walking aromd 
their home at Mims on the day in question and had she seen such indiv- 
iduals she would have reported this information. She assured the^ 
interviewing Agent thht. should ‘ary information come to her attention 
in the future she would malce it available to this Office. She said she 
visitbd in NSms the proceeding week-end and had received no information 
relative the perpetrators of her father *s death. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent H. MAINE 
SWINNEI, January 25> 1952 at Orlando. Horida: 

BASIS: To reintCTview JOffll P. EEIIS, Eoute 7^ Box 372G, relative to 
having him. elaborate on his statement that ‘’MOOBE was not a tig 
enough inan to hold the office he held and the office had outgrown 
him”. 


JOHN P. EIHS, upon reinterview, advised that with reference to his 
statement concerning MOORE’ s' not being a big enough m^ to hold the office of 
Executive Searetary of the NAACP and that the office had outgrown him, he felt 
that MOORE lacked the dsniamic personality which should accompany such an 
office. ELIIS stated he further felt that MOORE did not capitalize upon 
events that happened in order to increase the membership in the NAACP. 

ELIIS stated he felt that after the shooting of the suspects in 
the Lake County ease, MOORE should have come to Orlando and instigated a 
membership drive in the NAACP in an effort to build up the organization. 

According to ELLISj MOCEE was in a position to arbitrate disputes 
that arose within the NAACP like the dispute in the local chapter at Qclando, 
Florida, however MOORE wotild not take issue in these things and for that 
reason he felt MOORE was not qualified as Executive Secretary of the NAACP. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
MARTIN A. MANIEY at l?est Palm Beach, Florida on January 1? and 18, 1952: 

BASIS: Post card received by West Palm Beach 
resident from unknown person, containing anti- 
negro remarks* 


■5HH5- 


Mrs. EDITH SNYDER, P. 0. BOX 8025, West Palm Beach, Florida or 
1619 Spruce Street, VJest Palm Beach, Florida, Telephone 2-2685 or 96I6, 
who is President of ‘the Property Oiivners Management Association in West Palm 
Beach, Florida, turned over a post card addressed to the City Hall* This 
post card is postmarked ?/est’ Palm Beach, Florida, January 13, 1952, 6:00 
P.M. and addressed "lars* EDITH SNYDER P.0.M.A* City Hall, W. Palm Beach, . 
Fla.” The foUovjing is on the reverse ^de of this card; 

•'V'J, Palm Beach” 

' ■ 1-10-1952 . . - • ' 

*'We congratulate you in your hate against nigras'A group is being 
formed to represent as head'with a salary worthwhile to confiscate 
nigras property'- with aid of councilman I^SE you fit into our- ■ 
plans admirably BILL HENDRIX our leader feel you represents ad- 
. mirably cuid we want j'^ou to speak on our recent success at Mimms 
Fla abundance of material for you to work with' 

Counsallier LLOYD FRISCOM" 

This post card was handed to -Mrs* SNYDER at a meeting at City Hall 
and when she read it she rerarked that she was going to turn it over to the 
FBI. She stated that most of the people at that meeting, which was an open 
meeting, heard her make the remark that she was going to turn it over- to the 
FBI. Mrs. -SNYDER stated that she does not know who would have sent the card 
and that she does not know anyone named FRISCOM. She believes that it is a 
■political trick pulled by some of her political enemies. 

Mr. KEITH CHINN, City Manager, V/est Palm Beach, Florida, advised 
that instant card came In the afternoon mail of January 14, 1952 and that he 
turned it over to Mrs. SNYDER on January I6, 1952. He did not know hovj to 
reach her sooner and he knew that she would be at this meeting on Janua.ry 
1-6, 1952. Mr. CHINN stated that he does not know anyone named FRISCCM and 
that he had no idea who would have sent the card.. He stated that after he 
read the card that he tried to ascertain from friends and from directories 
the identity of the person sending the card* 
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There is no record of ILOYD PKCSGCM at the Credit Bureau, Police 
Department or Sheriff *s Office, West Palm Beach, Jloidda', 

Mrs.. EDITH SNYDER later advised on January 17j 1952 that at .d:05 
A.M. January 17, 1952 someone telephoned the store vihere she works, a man^s 
voice, and asked if she was -Ihrs. SNYDER, she said yes and then the man 
asked if she viere Mrs> EDITH SNYDER and she answered yes, then the man said 
"Don»t turn that card over to the FBI that yoii received” and the man hung 
up the telephone. 

Mrs.. SNYDER stated that she did hot recognize the voice and has 
no idea who called her on the phone. She stated she believes it is some- 
one kidding her because she gave two newspaper reporters who were at the 
meeting, ■then she ^aid she. would turn the card over to the FBI, her telephone 
number and she believes that it was someone at the meeting. 

It will be noted that a post card was received- at Mims, Florida 
postmarked at West Palm Beach, Florida, and may have been sent by the same 
unknown person as there was similar information on both. 
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TSae following investigation was conducted by Special Agent H. MAINE 
SMINNET, January 17, 1952 at Plymouth, Florida: 

BASIS-; To locate and interview JAMES ARTHUR .SGOIT to ascertain 
whether he was a member of the KKK and relative to his activities 
in IQma, Florida on Christmas day at the home of his cousin, lEON 
HUTCHESON. 


JAMES ARTHUR SCOTT, Box 258, Plymouth, Florida, upon interview, 
advised that he ^d his family spent Christmas day at the home of his cmsin, 
lEON HUTCHESON a-b Mims, Florida and some of the relatives had gone fishing . 
that day. He ad-vLsed he helped clean fish at lEON HUTCHESON* s residence un- 
til ;3iist after dark as they had to. use a flashlight in cleaning the last of 
the fish. • • 

He stated they then went to -visit his sick uncle, HILLARD HUTCHESON 
■and had a drink 'with him afber which they left for Plymouth, Elorida. 

According to SCOTT, he assumed they left Mims, Florida around 9 
P.M. and knew nothing of the instant explosion until they read it in the 
paper. . ' ‘ • - 


SCOTT stated he was not and never had been. a member of the KKK 
inasmuch as he entered the Aru^ at an early age and had been busy attempting 
to make a living subsequent to his discharge • He further advised he spent 
most of his evenings attending the vocational school in Orlando, Florida 
and would have no time for Klan activi-bids. 
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!fhe following investigation vreis conducted by Special ilgent 
H. VIMME SWIMET on January 16# 1952, at Groveland, ELorida. 


Bi;ST,S; R8interv3.ev: JOHN BRONN, Box 351, Grove3.and, 
Florida, r-elative- lOORESs activities in- Groveland in 
July, 195:!.« 




c^'LONA BROW, Box 351, on reinberview advised they 
•vjere certain I®OKS had not been -in Groveland in July, 1951o BROWN 
advi{S 3 d Agent SWJNNKf that should IKORE have been 3n the Groveland 
area the aaine would be’ known to KING LAMAR, viio vjas considered the 
leader of the negroes in that area« 

KING LAMAR, Box 2S5, upon contact advised^ tltet following the 
rape case at Groveland there was scsne talk of organising a chapter 
of the NAACP at Groveland; hcrwever, the colored people felt this 
would only irritate the existing strife and tiBsy refilled to enter 
into the fund raising campaign for the defense of tho subjects of this 
rape case* LAMAR stated he was positive HDOHE had iiot been in Grove»* 

1 arid- in the year and that he knew of no activi;ttes of MIORE in 
that area aiD.ce the rape case occurred*. He advised M^RE had nov been 
at Groveland attempting to organize a chapter of the NAACP but there 
had boon seme talk of this» He advised he was considered the leader 
of his people in that cominunity and that after the rape case occurred 
the Chief of Police and others had contacted him and arranged through 
Hm for the evacuation of the colored people from Groveland* 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
EUSSNE T. GABBUTT on January 16, I 9 , and 31j 1952 and February 1 and 4 * 1952 
at West Pa3m Beach, Fort Pierce and Wabasso, all Floiidao 

BASIS: 1951 Florida license tag 6 W. 4560 ascertained to 
be tag of automobile of HORATIO. GRISBI, President of the 
Fort Pierce branch of NAACP and member of the Progressive 
Voters League of Florida* 




Investigation at West Palm Beach reflects, from the records 
of the Florida Highway Patrol, that 1951 Flprida license tag 6 W 456 O belongs 
Maggie MORRAY, 630 — yth street^. West Paim Beach, Florida* 

MAGGIE MURRAY stated she traded a I 94 S Pontiac .to Lockett ' 
Motors for a I 95 I Plymouth in September^ 1951.. 

J* C. lOCKETT, 5601 Broadway, West Palm Beach, Florida, 
advised he sold a 19/»8 tivo-door Pontiac, Florida license tag .6 W 456 O to 
HORATIO GETSBI, 53S Means' Street, Fort Pierce, Florida, 

'y Investigation at Fort Pierce, Florida revealed the, follow- 
ing HORATEOfeRISBY,- 538 Means Court, advised he owned a two-^door 1948 
Pontiac, 1951 filorida license tag 6 W 4560, and that he is President of the 
Fort Pierce Branch of the dlAA CE-and a member of the Pro gre .s.si?^!!^ffb^s 
Leag ue of Flori^ o He stated he is not a member of the Board oFwr^^ors 
of the Progressive Voters League of Florida* 


GRISBY described himself as being about the closest friend 
of HARRY T* MOORE in Fort Piercej however, he v;as unable to furnish any 
information as to the names of other close friends or enemies of the victims* 

GRISBY said MOORE enjoyed a good reputation within the 
NAAGP and that his job was voted out at the Daytoxia Beach Convention in ' 
November 1951 because,' the organization felt it was getting too far into debt 
to MOORE. He further said that nobody was out to get MOORE or his job* GRISBY 
also recalled that the last time he talked to iiCORE was at that convention 
and' that MOORE never 'made any remarks about receiving any threats or object ’ 
tions to his work of any kind* GRISBY recalled that MOORE was in Fort 
Pierce two weeks prior to the bombing and wanted "bo see him but they were 
not able to get toge'ther* 
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GEISBT was unable to furnish the names of any of MOOSE* s 
close friends and had no personal opinion concerning the bombing and knew 
of no minister or other persons who may have attended Mrs# MOORE before 
she died. . 


' EOBERT AIIM, Principal, Lincoln Park Annex School, Fort . 
Pierce, Florida, advised he has known HARRY T. MOOSE about six years and 
attended his funeral at Mims.. He stated that MOORE was in Fort Pierce 
about three weeks prior to the bombing and addressed a Veterans meeting* 

ALLEN said that in a private conversation prior to the meeting he, ALIEN, 
questioned MOORE about the attitude of the people r.egarding his investiga^ 
tion of the Lake County shooting. MOORE replied, according to ALLEN, that 
he had received possibly three threats and had them with him* ALLEN inte]>- 
pre^ted this to mean that MOORE had something in \vriting in either his brief 
case or his car. AILEN stated MOORE said, "I've had at least three^ in 
fact I>ve got them. in the car." ALLEN also recalled that he thought MOORE 
said one. of the threats was from an official. At tlris point in the conversa-- 
tion, ALLEN said, an intermaption occurred and the topic v/as pursued no 
further. He stated that he knew of nobody else MOORE might have talked to 
about any threats and that, he knew of nothing else that would have a bearing 
on this investigation. He furnished the name of JAMES YOUNG, DDS, Fort 
Pierce, Florida who might have talked to MOORE at the Veterans meeting* 

ALLEN' stated that IfflORB .enjoyed a good reputation among 
the negroes ^nd that he knew of nobody -who was MOORE *s enemy. He added that 
he only kne;*! Mrs. MOORE slightly and did not know any of her friends or 
enemieso . ■ * 

■ . 

■ JAME^^UNQ, PPS, ^403 North 13th Street, Fort Pierce, ad- 
vised he knexv HARRY ^.JTORB about three years and attende^his funeral at 
Mims, Florida in a black 1948 four— door Chrysler sedan, ,1^51 Florida license 
24 Vf 534» He stated he met. MOORE at a NAA’CP meeting in 'l9'49 'when he was 
requested to enter dental jpract\ce at Fort Pierce, Florida'. He stated he 
was a member of the jjASLEtbut has allowed his membership to lapse in the past 
year. YOUNG added that he met MOOEfe generally at meetings and' did not con- 
sider himself to be a close friend of MOORE oi^ ILrs. MOORE* He stated that 
he last -talked with MOORE at a Veterans meeting in Fort Pierce about three 
weeks prior to the bombing. . ' 

YOUNG appraised MOORE as being well regarded generally by 
' negroes in and out of the NAACP and the Progressive Voters League of Florida. 
However, he added MOORE possessed a.^iving personality of a t 3 rpe that cou^d 
make people dislike him although he does not know of anyone who was MOORE’S 
eneny or who disliked him. 

• YOUNG advised the colored woman in VJabasso, Florida was 

reported to be the sister of a nepo man named JACKSON, a fruit grove worker, 
may have some information concerning the correspondence in MCORE’s brief case. 
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It -was detertnined that the negro vjoman mentioned by Dr. 

JAMES lOUWG was the sister of THEODORE JACKSON who is. employed by the. 
Deerfield Groves, ?Jabasso, Floridai She is ISOBEIIE J. NEWMAN, Post Office 
Box 110, ’tabasso, Florida* 

ISOBELLE J^NEl^MAN, Post Office Box 110, Wabasso, Florida, 
advised she was the sister <yf THEODORE JACKSON and also is Secretaiy of the 
Wabasso Branch of the NAACP. She stated that she last saw HARPY T. MOORE 
and HARRIETT MOORE several months ago* She further advised that she did not ■ 
know any friends or enemies of the MOORES, and believed them to possess a 
'good reputation among negroes and in the NAACP.- NEWMAN ‘stated that the only 
letters she had ever seen in connection witti MOORE were some that concerned 
the Gob.veland case* ' She stated she v/as unable to recall- what the letters 
contained and that she had seen than over a year ago. She stated that she* 
did not see Mrs. MOORE before she died nor did she attend the funerals. 


\ 
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The foILovdjag lnveati§ 5 at±on "was c^5nducted by Specsial Agents 
FRANIC F. MpCH, GLIDE P,. ADERHOLD and TOBIAS E. MATTHIMS, JR. on Jan- 
•uary 30 and February 3s 1952, at Orlando, Florida. 


BASIS; HEaSEI SHEPHERD and .CHARLIE MAE SHEPHEM, father 
and mother of deceased SAMUEL SHEPHERD idio ."was klUed 
by S.heriff I'fflllS V, McGALL, interviewed at their resi- 
dence inacaiiuch as information previously received that 
. -vidim HARR! T. MOORE had visited SHEPHERD residence a, 
.short’ time after SAMUEL SHEPHERD ■viias ■ shot. 


TTOMR Y SHEPHERD, father of deceased SAMUEL SHEPHERD, advised 
that he recalls that HARRI T. MOORE visited his residence in Orlando 
a diort tine after the fatal shooting of SAMUEL SHEPHERD’. He stated 
he is unable to lecall the exact date MOORE visited his residence inas- 
' much as he had numerous callers and both he and his wSfe were Very 

I much upset during that period of time over the death .of their son. 

He stated well as he call recall KARRI T . MOORE was ac- 
companisd by J. pKeLLIS, the latter being very active in ISLSAfiE. wo.rk 
' in the &?landd are^ SHEPHERD explained that the purpose of MOORE*s 

visit was to to the SHEPHERD family that the body of SAMUEL 

SHEPHERD could be obtained by his parents and brought to Orlando for 
• burial. ’ He stated MOORB^s entire conversation was devoted to a dis- 

I .cussion of the burial of SAMUEL SHEPHERD. 

' He a Is o advised MOORE explained during his visit the ex- 

penses would be taken care of vd-thout expense to the SHEPHERD family. 
SHEPHERD esqplalned he understood this statement to mean that the MAAGP 
' would financially assist the family in returning the body of their 

son to Orlando and also in burial expenses. 

i According to SHEPHERD, MOORE did not discuss any other mat- 

j ter during the vi.sit nor did he make axy statements regarding his 

' work or in aiy way indicate himself to be in personal danger. 
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SHEPHERD stated this -was the first time he had ever had aigr 
personal contact vdth MOORE although he had often heard of MDORE«s 
wjrk mth the NAACP. He also advised he does not have ai^ information 
ooncerning the bonibing of the MOORE residence or an 7 ^iJ^o™ation as 
to the person responsible for it* He said he xira.s picking fruit 5n. 

•fche tSms area a few days before Chrisianas and upon returning to the 
Mm .3 area a few days after Christmas he .Idewed the MOORE home* He 
added he had not received ai^ information dating that period of time 
concerning the bombing* 

OHARIIE MAE SHEPHERD, mcAher of deceased SAWIMi^ SHEPHERD, 

■was interviewed separately and ■was unable to furnish any infoimation 
other than that furnished by her husband, HEKRT SHEPHERD. 

HENRI and CHARLIE MAE SHEPHERD were questioned as ■to any 
infomation they might have regarding the ^ti^vities of MOORE in be- 
half of deceased SAMUEL SHEPHERD with regard to the trial and subse- 
quent conviction of SAMUEL SHEPHERD and idiich- matters are generally 
referred to as the Groveiand incident* They stated they had heard 
that M0£^ had been- active as a representative of the NAACP in obtain- 
ing mon^ for the d©f®nse of SAMH^ SHEPHERD but they pointed out they 
did not have any specific information in this regard* They^ stated 
the only time they had seen MOORE ■was during the "^i^t he paid to ‘their 
home as described above, and they reiterated they did not have any in- 
formation whatsoever regarding MOORE* s acti'vities* 
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The foUoTidng investigation I'jas conducted biy Special Agent 
1/ OIJ. IAM M. ALEXANDER at Jacksonville, Elorida, on Januaiy 25, 1952. 


BASIS: 1951 Florida tag 2W-12565 was observed at 
the funeral of vicbia HAERT T. MDORS at Mims, Plorida- 


investigation was conducted to identify and interview the 
owner of this tag to secure any information he might have relative the 
persons responsible for the deaths of the victims «' 

It was ascertained that 1951 tag 2 ^ 12^65 is listed as 
belonging to CHARLES MALLOET VAtXSIT, 1355 West 8th Street, JacksonT 
ville, Elorida. 1 •, • . • 

^ ■ • • • 

CHARLES MAILORSVAUffiET was interviewed at his home and stated 

he is employed as a carrier >for the U. S. Post Office in Jacksonville. 

He otated he was a m^iber o f the NAACP c hapter in Jacksonv ill e and had 
formerly been the treasurer of the chapter in Jadcsonville mar^r years 
. ago*. He knew HARRI T. MDORE but did not know MOORE* s wife .and attended 
MOORB*s fimeral. He advised he had no information as to the activ3.tiea 
of iioORB just pripr to his death, inasmuch as he had not seen MDORE in 
over a year. 

He stated he had no information as to lire perpetrators of ■ 
this crime but felt iiiat- the basis for the bombing was principally be- 
cause of M]ORE*s activities in various comties over the state in se- 
curing equal pay for taachers. He said he had no specific information 
as to ECOHE^s acti:slty along that line but he knew MOORE bad been in- 
strumental in securing equal pay for colored ’teachers in several counties 
throu^out the state. 

VAUGHT has b^n confcacted on sever^al previuus occaaidns by 
Agen’bs of the- FBI at Jacksonville and has furnished reliable information. ' 
He stated he would be glad to report any informtion concerning negro 
activities in Jaxjksonville and, should any information concerning this 
particular crime come to his attentim he would immediately report same. 


-PENDING 
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Confidential Inforjuanu T-1 is Detective L« E* EEZKOIiDSs Orlando^ 
mo. requested that his identity be kept confidential o 


T-2 is 


Cocoas Florida, 


•who requested that his identity remain strictly confidential. 

whose identity is known to the Bureau. • 

I Mildwood, 
hat his identity 


T~3 id 


T~4 iq 

Florida, Association of Georgia Kians, who has reques-oea 
be kept confidential. 

T-5 is 


Ihose identity is known to the Bureau. 


T™6 is CIO report dated January 26, 1952.i 


One copy of this report is being designated for the New York 
Office for information inasmuch as it is maintaining liaison with the 
Katonal Headquaiters of the WAACP. 


Two copies of this report are designated for the Charlotte Of- 
fice inasmuch as it is anticipated- investigation will .be requested of 
that office in the near future. 
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SAVMNAH OFFI CE 

AT JACKSOIT, SOUTH CABOUM 

Will locate interview EELAEID GEORGE who is reported to be a 
carpenter employed by the Atomic Energy Ccanmission and who is presently 
residing at Pine Shade Tiailer Park, Jackson, GEORGE has been reported 
to be a member of the Association of Georgia Klans and banished^ and , 
thereafter conside 3 ?ed a ’^renegade**. Dr. CHARIiES H. DAI-lSEIi confidentially 
advised that GEOEGE»s wife had stated he ms associated with a group 
of men she suspected of being KLansmen. GEQRGE should be interviewed 
to detemnine idiether or not the name of victim HARRY T.. 1KX)RE has ever 
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been msniioned at ai^ KLan meetings or in axa^ conversation he might 
have had -with KLansmen. He should also be interviewed for any infomna- 
tion he wOl furnish regarding KLan activities as well as any informa- 
tion as to the persons responsible for the bonbing of the MOORE resi- 
dence. It has been reported, that suspect EARL J. BROOKIfflfI, also con- 
sidered a “r^egade”, had in his possession a’coiy of the floor plans 
of the residence of MX)EE. BROOKIgN sr^jposedly had these plans at a 
Klan meeting at Apopka, Florida, approximately ij years ago. GEORGE 
should be questioned as to •vdiether or not he recalls BR00KI2N having 
these plans in his possession. 

MIAMI OEPICB 

- AI MEAMi; FliORIDA 

Mill report results of additional Laboratory examinations. . 

Further leads for the Miami Division are not being set forth inas- 
much as th^ are being handled on an immediate basis within the Division. 

REFERENCE: Report of SA TOBIAS E. MATTHEWS, JR., .Miami, ^l-2S~52o 

Ntnnerous telephone calls fromfce Bureau to Miami and 
numerous teletypes between. Miami, and the Bureau as • 
well as I^Sand. and auxiliary offices. 
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FBiyMIAMI 


2-23-52 


9-50 PM 


DIRECTOR, FBI URGENT . A— ^ 

iT' (^ > 7 S|C^ ' 

UNSUBS, HARRY T'.' MOORE, HARRIETT MOORE, VICTIMS, DECEASED, CR. h 

WHEN INTERVIEWED AT HIS REQUEST, SUSPECT J. B, JOHNSON ADVISED THAT \ 
AT^MEETING OF ORLANDO KLAN, A.G.K., ON FEBRUARY TWENTY LAST, A 
COMMITTEE OF TWELVE KLANSMEN WAS APPOINTED TO IDENTIFY PERSONS RESPO- ^ 

NSIBLE FOR MOORE BOMBING . JOHNSON DENIED KNOWLEDGE OF OR PARTICI- 
PATION IN BOMBING OF MOORE RESIDENCE, BUT ADVISED THAT ANY INFO DEV-^^'^ 
ELOPED BY THE KLAN COMMITTEE WOULD BE FURNISHED IMMEDIATELY TO BUREAU 
AGENTS EVEN IF KLAN INVOLVED, AS KLAN DESIRES TO EXONERATE ITSELF AS 
RESULT INSTANT INVESTIGATION IN ORLANDO, FLA, AREA. INVESTIGATION 
CONTINUING TO OBTAIN PHOTOGRAPHS OF ALL SUSPECTS AND RENEGADE KLANSMEN 

% ft • " 


FOR EXHIBITION TO 

9 

AT CREAMETTE IN ORLANDO. 


ET AL, AT MIMS, FLA. AND PERSONS 



ACK PLS 
♦ 

955 PM OK FBI WA ELR 
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w A lR®ORDED- 88 7 ^ 
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ALI IKFOHMATION COmiNED 
HEREIN-ZS UNCLASSIFIEr ^ 
DATE 

2-19-52 


FBI/inAMI 

^rector, FBI 
ATTN. ASST. DIRECTOR A, ROSEN 



11-01 PM EST 


urgent 


unsubs, HlHR^^^foORE.-HAEglErLSoBEE,, VICTIMS, DECEASED, CE. 
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT WHO ORIGINALLY GAVF TMirn 

nr MA^nr. • J-KALLY gave info CONCERNING FLOOR PLAN 

MOORE HOUSE REINTERVIEWED EXHAUSTIVELY TODAY STATES EMPHATICALLY 
that BROOKLYN VISITFT) htc i.i ^i£i£l£MPHATI^LY, 

I ^ ^ ''' OF 


after the MEETING AND OUTSIDt OF BUILD- 


ING BROOKLYN APPROACHED HIM AND HE BELIEVES A SMALL GROUP OF OTHER 

^EMBERS WHICH WAS COMPRISED OF ROBERT JUDAH AND FRED REISNER. CQNSTAR! p 

AT APOPKA AND PRESENT E C nF q ir .-m,„«r»r8»«.«.-M§S4g.LE , 

STATFMrMTp ' • • or S. K., APOPKA. RECALLS THAT FOLLOWING ,^1#. 

TEMENTS MADE BY BROOKLYN TO.THE GROUP OUOTE LISTEN, FELLOWS, I-VE 

AND UP at MIMS IS THE HEAD OF THE'nAACP 

// '' “rOHTANT PART IN TRYINr^fTST^TrS^cSS^Y 

AT THIS POINT BROOKLYN WITHDREW FROM PLAIN 

WHITE PAPER WHICH WAS CRUMPLED AND F|^ 

WHICH WAS APPROXIMATELY EIGHT SQm 


I HAVE HERE A PLAN OF THE HOUSE uWut 


EXPLAINING TO INFORMANTS RECOLL- 


^BOI^^QA^^D R^^WS RUNNING Ilf FRON 


T OF -HOn 







PAGE TWO 

^ : 

QUOTE I WANT TO RE-CASE THE PLACE CAREFULLY AND AM GOING TO TAKE SOME 
MEN OVER, -IS THERE ANY OF YOU THAT WANT TO GO WITH ME UNQUOTE. INFOR- 
MANT STATES CONVERSATION ENDED ABRUPTLY AT THIS POINT, WITH NO ONE 
STATING OR OFFERING ANY HELP, AND BROOKLYN DIDN-T PUSH HIS QUESTION 
ANY FURTHER, INFORMANT D REW FROM HIS RECOLLECTiON THE DRAWING AS HE SAW 
IT, PLACING THE SPOT WHERE MOO RE SLEPT AN D PLACING THE FRONT DOOR IN THE ' 
CORRECT LOCATION^, ALS 9 DRAWN WAS THE RR TRA CK IN_THIL-aQRRECT DIRECTION 
FROM THE HOUSE, INFORMANT DID NOT DRAW BUT INDICATED A ROAD SOMEWHERE 




BETWE EN THE RR TRACKS AND THE HOUSE WHICH IS ALSO CORRECT. INFORMANT 
ALSO DREW A SKETCH SHOWING THE KLAN MEETING HALL. OUTDOOR LIGHTS AND 
LAYOUT WHICH WAS LATER PERSONALLY VIEWED BY AGENTS AND FOUND TO BE 
EXACTLY AS DESCRIBED, INFORMANT STATES BELVIN AT SAME MEETING BUT NOT 
PRESENT WHEN BROOKLYN DISCUSSED MOO'RE AND EXHIBITED FLOOR PLANS, NOTH- 
ING SAID TO INDICATE ACTION PLANNED BUT INFORMANT REITERATED THAT HIS 
IMPRESSION WAS THAT MOORE WAS TO BE GIVEN A WHIPPING BECAUSE OF HIS 
I ACTION IN THE GROVELAND CASE, BELIEVES THE HELP REQUESTED WAS NOT ’ TO 
TAKE ANY IMMEDIATE ACTION BUT TO ASSIST IN WATCHING MOORE-S HOUSE TO 
, LEARN HIS MOVEMENTS AND DETERMINE BEST TIME TO DO THE JObI 


ACK PLSE. 

* t 

1111 MPM OK FBI WA DP 


WALL 


;^/^‘^ANDARD NO. 64 



® UNITED STATES GOVEiNMENT 


io - : Mreotor, FBI 


p^^OU. : 


SUBJECT: 




■ DATE: Febn^ar^' 195' 


SAG, I-2.S2ii (i:4-270) , _ . - 

■- • • . c> > 

Utliaeo’JJ ^JEOTS; HAiiHr T. I-2X)KS, ' 
H&BHIETTl&OIS'- VlSm-S (deeaased) 
UTJIL EIGHTS ■ . , ' ' . 




offices. 


Eesgrlet to Direct or, 1-12~52,» tjith copies to* all contiaeatal 


gas 

jeSJ, 


■1^ 

f 

aPi 


Inforaatiorr ii^s beea i^ceivsS darit^ iavestigation, of tbis 
case that victiia'HAHHI T..''J2D65E i-as' a supporter of FDIIEE -^JAREISI' and' 
.after WAEESi;! vjas elected §dvfmor'’df Florida, i-UOI^'on me occasion 
interviei-iisd t‘J&RSEi'J» In AiiguSty 1949 'I-KJOEB^iTote a 'letter to QoTemor, 
a4SBEH^sarciiiis the beating of imTSS 3AI-m^ tHSPI-BSHS and 

by- lake Cotraty .officers -ioUGx-jiRg the .alleged rape of 
a'iai:e Oo^saatj yiiitS' tjomn by these l2idiTd.duals. . called rapon the 

governor to dnsiediately'ltiav© m investigation’ Bade- into th© alleged bes 


^ngs md also requested that. they not be entrusted to tije custody of - • 
the lake County officers again and tl^at they be allof-j-sd' to ' leave Eaiford 
Penitentiary only under special -guard. / ■ -^ ■, 


Sitoqaont to this tip.SAiSM. SHEPHEED'^^as. shot and IdXLed 
fcy L-al:© County Sheriff IJIHIS Vj^lcC/JX and IfALTER SSB lEVIK i-a& stwerely 
7,-omded near ItaatilJLa, Florida/ auring .the' tiae Sheriff IIoCiilL ifes ’ ' 
transporting the. prisoners to Tavares, Florida, for a hearing mth re- 
gard^ to a. retrl^ ,©f. the raps case- .in x-Mch SHBPIIBPJD and IWITd vsr© 


convicted and sentenced to death. , ' ' " ^ig ^^ P^TTn i nn ^ 

Investigation' has disclosed that I-IQOHS vs's vitally iiitei-’ested 
iii the trial of these negroes xiiich is generally referred to as the - • 
Groveland Case fend in this regard l-IQCBi; ■ x-jas very 'active in soliciting • 
funds for the defense of the negroes* . There is some belief, - although' 
unsubstantiated by specific- informationv that the tieath of 2-I30H3 and his 
xife came about as a result of i-DOHE^s efforts in i'*egard to the Grovelsax' 
case. Investigation to date ha's not 'disclosed any evidence or infoiaia- ’ 
tion that persons in lake Coioity x-jere responsible for the boabing. , 

inforration has been '.received also that semetiae during 1949 ^ 

tx,'o xf’i'fce'men x-isre smiting inquiry at Florida., regarding the xtere- ^ 

abouts of HiiEBil Ti I-I€CSE»s .home and .one stated to a sailk delivery man- 
tlmt he x-.^s,, a deputy sheriff ‘“©r sheriff of Jadisoa County," Florida, and ■ . - 

Ms reason for his interest in ISOES t-3S- that hSOBS had x-jrittsh a letter ' 
to Governor lilRHSI x-diich xmt .postaarked Florida. Tho Eiillx doLiverj" ^ ’ 

man stated he gathered from, the brief conversation- x-jith this man that 


.1=330152 Md bas^ vejy -nriti’cal-in his letter and- the inquirer x-,'as r:X2.ki?;'''s 


a routine chdek as' -fco the identitSr of -victlH irCQTS. 


TEIhegh " 


■ 0o: Uobile (AXE I-I&IL) 
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Director,. FBI 


. -f ■ The iiiquirsr. ijas descHbeci as: 

Se:: ■ ' ’ nale ' ■ ’ * ' 

Age ■35-3S (in 1949) ' 

Ifeight 160~170 ' 

Heights , 

' . BaiM ■ * , ■ medi^Ei ' - 

Qlothing dressed in biisineas 6Qit ■ 

Investigetion to date has. not identified 'this .although 
investigation, is pending in I-Jadison Countsr to ascertain i'rom the l-Stdison 
Cotaiby Sheriff *s =Ofiice if anyone from- that office. i- 3 s inonirin ': in 1949 
,,as to the whereabouts of EDORB. It is to be noted that BFiJSS'J’ fHOlCiS* 

^Alo ijas one of the negroes t-jho .allegedly raped the vMte -..rv. " u iMzB 

County along Tvith IR¥M,' SEEPISiHD and GREF23IES ms shortly after the' 
alleged rape, shot and Filled b 3 r meiabers of a posses in i^dison Comity* ' ' 
THOI-SIS ms at the time ^legectty resisting, arrest and eiMbiting a,' fire- , 
'.aivn, tjiieretpon the men approaching him shot 'and ' killed hira.' It is not 
laiom »,iiether !-©0IS! did any investigation or COJanunicated t-.4th the gov- 
ernor's office in regard to the shooting of ERI’^T fHOI-JAS in Edison 
County* . , . - ' ' 

It is requested the iiobiie Office contact the governor office 
at- Tallahassee,- Florida, and ’'ascertain i-jhat contact 1-fflORE had with that - 
office, either in pfeon or -by correspondence, as mil -as the nature of 
complaints he might have made to the goi'ernor’s pfixos xmrol'^rXpg 
incidents in Florida which mi^t afford any inforiisatioa of value in ..de- 
termining the identities of the persons responsible for the killing of - 
the victis’s* ^Iso ascertain if the govemor*s‘ office instructed officials 
'of l-ladison County to make inquiry regarding 1K)0RE. - 



attention. 


It is ’requested that this investigation be given eSpsditioua 
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9-52 PM EST 


ATTN. ASST, DIRECTOR A. ROSEN Bf O^TOT 00OT|11TO 





UNSUBS, HARRY T.^MOORE, HARRIETT^MOORE, VICTIMS, DECEASED,, CR. FRED 
REISNER._ ^ CONSTABLE AND TREASURER PAREN PREVIOUSLY REPORTED AS EC PAREN 


OF SK DASH KKK AT APOPKA, WHO ACCORDING TO RECOLLECTION OF CONFIDENTIAL 
INFORMANT WAS PRESENT IN SMALL GROUP WHEN FLOOR PLANS MOORE HOUSE. SHOWN, 

I N TE R V I E WE D,,_ HE RE CAL L S EARL BROOKLYN AND BELVIN ATTENDING KLAN MEETINGS 
IN APOPKA BUT UNABLE TO EVEN APPROXIMATE THE TIME OF SUCH ATTENDANCE, 
DENIES EVER SEEING THE PLA NS OR EVER HEARING OF HARRY MOORg,.,UpT^„J^FTE R^ 
the CHRISTMAS DAY BOMBING.,^. STATES HE DO ES NOT BELIEVE BROOKLYN WOULD 
SOLICIT ANY ASSISTANCE FROM THE APOPKA KLAN BECAUSE OF QUOTE BAD BLOOD 


UNQUOTE EX ISTING BETWEEN BILL %d^AR WHO X'fAS EC AND BROOKLYN, REISNER 
EXPLAINED THE BAD BLOOD BY STATING BOGAR WAS APPOINTED KLEAGLE PAREN 
TITLE OF AN ORGANIZER FOR THE ORDER PAREN BY SAM ROPER MUCH TO 'THE DIS- 
PLEASURE OF BROOKLYN AND SEVERAL OTHERS IN WINTER GARDEN AND ORLANDO, 
BROOKLYN AND OTHERS, IDENTITY UNKNOWN, TRIED TO GET BOGAR OUSTED AS KLEA- 
GLE AND EC, LATTER INFO SUBSTANTIATED IN PART BY INFORMANT WHO STATED 
PREVIOUSLY THAT A GROUP COMPRISED OF BELVIN, BROOKLYN, JUDAH, MASK AND 
JACKSON IN A MEETING AT APOPKA DEMANDED BOGAR-S RESIGNATION, REISNER 
BELIEVES BROOKLYN TO BE OF. B AD CHARACTER AND. INVOLVED IN BEATING OF OLD 
WHITE MAN NA MED L, T, HUNT IN APOPKA APPROXIMATELY TWO YEARS AG O, 

NER STATES EMPHATICALLY THAT HE HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF THE MOORE BOMBING NOR 
HAS HE EVER HEARD ANY RUMORS OF ANY PERSONS BEING INVOLVED, 


reis-^yI 







ACK PLSE, 

HOLD PLS" 
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iM • UNITED SmTES GOVERNMENT,. 

' . DATE:' -February Ij 19 5S 


\\ m . . - <3:> ■ ’ 

SUBJECT: miKNOWlt^UBJESTS I HARRY To MOOSE . 

HAEEOBTr^OORE (Deceased) - VICT3MS • ^ \ 

^ CIVIL RIGHTS . . ’ - ' ► . . 


• Re report bf .ASAO Wo W* BUBKEj Jr*} l«»li— 52* 

There are attached sufficient sets of pages 156 
through 163, ^presenting an index, ifhich it is re<3uested 
be attached to copies of referenced report. 
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' UNSUBS, HARRY T.^IOORE, ETAL, VICTIMS, CR. PHYLLIS WILLOUGHBY 
\: [white, OWNER OF QUOTE LITTLE HARLEM UNQUOTE, COLORED CAFE AND 
JUKE JOINT IN APOPKA, FLA,, ADVISED SHE RECEIVED INDIRECTLY ON • 

OR ABOUT DECEMBER EIGHT, HFTYONE, A THREAT THAT SHE SHOULD GET 
OUT OF BUSINESS AND IF SHE DID NOT HER PLACE WOULD BE DYNAMITED. 

c 

LEARNED THE SOURCE OF THREAT WAS WILLIAM CODING, SR., OF APOPKA, 

A KLANSMAN OF THE SOUTHERN KNIGHTS KKK, ADVISED SHERIFF DAVE 
STARR OF THREAT AND WAS TOLD HE DID NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT MAN- 
^ POWER TO GUARD HER PLACE AND IF^HE RECEIVED SUCH A THREAT SHE 
SHOULD GET OUT OF BUSINESS BECAUSE STARR DID NOT WANT HER TO 
GET HURT. STARR SAID QUOTE YOU HAVE TO LIVE LIKE THE SOUTH 

t/' 

DOES WHETHER YOU LIKE IT OR NOT UNQUOTE. ON OR ABOUT DECEMBER ^ 
TWENTY, FIFTYONE, UPON OPENING LITTLE HARLEM, SHE DISCOVERED 
REAR DOOR HAD BEEN BROKEN OPEN,.- ALL GAS' JETS OF STOVE AND GRILL 
TURNED /6n, PILOT LIGHTS OUT AND REMAINS OF CANDLE STUCK BETWEEN 

..E^^PAGE ONE.. 

1^1952 
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V 


FLOOR PLATFORM SLATS NEAR STOVE, CANDLE HAD BEEN LIT AND BURNED 
DOWN, GONE OUT WITHOUT IGNITING GAS TO CAUSE AN EXPLOSION. ONLY 
VENTILATION IN ROOM PREVENTED INTENDED EXPLOSION, ABSOLUTELY NO 

X 

EVIDENCE OF THEFT FROM WELL STOCKED CAFE, CHIEF OF POLICE BILL 
DUNAWAY, APOPKA, ALSO A SOURTHERN KNIGHT KKK, AND A DEPUTY CON- 
DUCTED EXTREMELY CURSORY INVESTIGATION REFUSING TO LIFT OBVIOUS 
FINGERPRINTS, WILLOUGHBY HAD PEACE WARRANT TAKEN OUT DECEMBER 
TEN LAST FOR CODING BUT IT WAS NOT SERVED. SHE WAS TOLD BY 
SHERIFF STARR THAT SERVING THE WARRANT ON CODING WOULD NOT 
-SERVE ANY PURPOSE BECAUSE THE PEOPLE WANTED HER OUT AND WOULD 


NOT DO ANY BOMBING BUT WOULD HAyE MEN COME IN TO DO THE JOB 
FROM SOME DISTANT PLACE^U^\AS MIAMI, MRS, WILLOUGHBY THERE- 


AFTER EMPLOYED NEGRO HELP TO bPERATE JHE BUSINESS AND SHE DOES 


1 

NOT PERSONALLY WORK IN THE CAfE ANY MORE, 

i \i' 


END 

ACK..HOLD,.PLSE 
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S O KOW 3:*m back in. America] 
and the thrill of being home 
carries a terrific wallop until I 
pick up a newspaper and learn 
that bigotry is oh the bounce in 
our blessed land again. 

This time it’s Florida where an 
ugly rip in the fabric of democracy 
has made its appearance. Man 
named Harry Moore and his wife 
were bombed out of their bedroom 
[and killed by some people who, 

I guess, resented his attempt to 
build a dec.ent life for his family 
and, his race, * ^ 

The fact that J Hrarry"^i )te 
was a Negi’o Is b esfde the p oiht , 
/vyhat happened in Mims, Fla., 
i| somber testimonial that the 
i^)rces of evil aren’t all operating 
ojit of Moscow. We have peoijle 
at large right here in the United 
States who are as much a threat 
to our liberties as any Kremlin 
agent. 

When you travel overseas; you 
unconsciously store up impressions 
proving to yourself the superiority 
of the homeland to anything en- 
countei'ed in the Old World. An 
American in Europe these days is a 
proud man as he sees his country 
emerging fo the fore and shoulder- 
ing responsibility^ never before 
essayed by a single nation. 

And behind the material , evi- 
jdence of American generosity, you 
[know there is an intangible dedi- 
cation to freedom that quite 
eclipses anything yet produced on| 
the Continent. Americans at their 
best have a breadth of spirit and 
a warmth of potion far surpass- 
ing the meager philosophies of the 

(older .cultures ^ 

Bat when you return and read 


^ Bigotry Blemishes •>- 
^ American Democracy 

ByPRAlTKCOlblFF 


of atrocities such. as the Moore 
bombing, there is a shrivering of 
your „ belief in the righteousness 
of American folkways. Ifou know 
instinctively that the^Mopre case 
will be trumpeted by Russian 
propagandists all over the world. 
You know that whoever fused 
the bomb has contributed might- 
ily to the Kremlin's arsenal. 

American Negroes, by ^ -and 
large, 'have earned the gratitude 
of their fellow citizens by their 
complete resistance to Commu- 
nisf blandishments. The one 
section of the American popula- 
tion wherein the Red organizers 
might be expected to make 
headway has presented a united 
front against the comrades. 
Terror, abuse, and grinding pov- 
erty have been unable tb shake 
the American Negro’s faith in 
democracy. They have taken 
their stand as loyal American 
' citizens and the overtures of the 
Kremlin have fallen on barren 
soil, 


3C was talking about this a few 
days ago with Judge F. X. Mc- 
Gohey, the man who. prosecuted 
and secured the cbnviction of 
the ten Communist leaders in 
the famous trial before Judge 
Harold Medina. The latter’s 
masterful handling of the 'tri^'l 
produced nationwide acclauri, 
but I have always thought that 
Mr, McGohey’s brilliant conduct 
of the case was its outstanding 
feature. « 

Mr. McGohey and dedicated 
I aides such as Irvxng Saypol worked 
round-the-clock for almost 20 
months in. preparing the case 


They studied every facet of the 
Communist, creed and apparatus. 
They proved in court that they 
had a finer knowledge of the Red 
mechanism than "the comrades 
themselves. And what do you 
tliink impressed Judge McGohey 
the most during his intensive 
study of the Communist penetra- 
tior^ in America? listen: " 

*Tt was the Communists’ in«. 
ability to secure any foothold 
among the Negro population. 

The Comintern had taken it for 
granted that it would be easy to 
secure recruits among" the Ne- 
groes, The proper strategy to be 
used in penetrating the Negroes 
was the ..subject .of ,high-level 
discussion. And everything they 
tried was a terrible failure. The 
Negroes just wouldn’t buy their 
propaganda, 

''When it came time to pick 
a jury, many good lawyers said 
that I had made a mistake in 
accepting Negro jurors. But I 
knew different. There were 
three on the jury, one the fore- 
man. I was convinced they 
would judge the case strictly on 
the evidence and not be swayed 
by any demagogic appeal from 
Communist coimse!;” 

Outrages such as *,the Mooro 
bombing. are cruel sores blemish- 
iing the otherwise healthy body of 
American democracy. The^ big 
point is that they shouldn’t b© 
allowed to happen at all. Florida, 
authorities and the Federal Gov- 
ernment should be held strictly to 
account if they fail to bring the 
killers to justice, ' 

We can’t permit tthese things ^ 
happen here. ' 2 T 



. 

ooattj 

Srf. 


/imes-Herald 


^.^lash. Post 
Wash. News 


Page 



1 




Wash. Star 
N.Y'. Mirror . 
cN. Y. Compass 


f 


^ 6MAR 


I 


Date 


# 


'§ 


e ..tv.;, 


“ 'UL.‘ 



MIAMI 

/DIRECTOR, FBI 


2-27-52 

' U R G E N T 



Ladd 
•» NIeliols. 
SI?. Bclsaont. 
iln. Cl? 
rii*. Glr.7m 
tilt. Harba 

>. KiJ'ja 
i'li.'. T£UC7. 
r ISx. Laughli 
Mr. Mc’hr. 


11-30 PM E^.Se./y3& 


ATTN, ASST. DIRECTOR A, ROSEN 






Mr. Nease 
Miss Gandy. 


UNSOBS, HARRY T.^OORE, HARRIETT“^00RE, VICTIMS, DECEASED, CR, PHILIP 

SAMUEL HUGGINS, APOPKA, FORMER EC OF APOPKA KLAVERN KKK AND FOR SEVERAL, 

YEARS HOLDING VARIOUS OFFICES IN BOTH AGK AND SK, INTERVIEWED, ADVISEa.1 
HE WAS ONE OF BILL BOGAR-S OFFICERS AND IN FAIRLY REGULAR ATTENDANCE 

AT KLAN MEETINGS, KNOWS 'BOTH EARL BROOKLYN AND T. H. BELVIN AND STATES 
BOTH FREQUENTLY ATTENDED MEETINGS WHILE APOPKA KLAN WAS WITH THE AGK, “ 
ALSO OFTEN IN ATTENDANCE WITH EARL WAS BROTHER EDGAR. ADVISES MEN OFTEi 
GATHER OUTSIDE OF MEETING HALL IN SMALL GROUPS AND DISCUSS VARIOUS 
TOPICS, STATES HE HAS NEVER HEARD BROOKLYN DISCUSS MOORE OR EXHIBIT 
FLOOR PLANS, HAS NEVER /EARD OF ANY TERRORIST ACTIVITIES INVOLVING 
BROOKLYN OR BELVIN, ADMITTED READING NEWSPAPER ARTICLES ABOUT HARRY 
MOORE AND HIS ACTIVITIES IN NAACP BEFORE BOMBING AT MIMS, SUBSTANTIATE^^ 
INFORMATION FURNISHED BY Cl AS TO MEN WHO WERE BOGAR-S OFFICERS AND 


LIKELY TO BE IN REGULAR ATTENDANCE DURING PERIOD WHEN 


PL^NS . 


MOORE-S 


HOUSE WERE REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN SHOWN, 

ALL INFORMATION COMTAIHSD. " 
HEREIN /S UNCLASSIFIED, 

END ^ , 

END AGJ(4N D HOLD PLSE, 
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PAGE TWO 

UNABLE TO DESCRIBE PARTICIPANTS OR FLEEING AUTOMOBILES, AS HE DROVE BY 

IN CAR, SAW ONE MAN HAVE WHAT HE BELIEVES WAS A SHOT GUN AND HURRIEDLY 

DROVE AROUND CORNER TO GET OUT OF LINE OF FIRE. WHILE OUT OF SIGHT HEARD 

« 

GUNFIRE, PERRY MO ORE, E LI THOMPSO N. AND WARREN BERNHAR D, INDIVIDUALS 
T?JHO ACCORDING TO Cl WERE BILL BOGAR-S OFFICERS WHEN HE WAS EC AND IN 

FAIRLY REGULAR ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS DURING PERIOD WHEN BROOKLYN IS 
SUPPOSED TO HAVE DISCUSSED HARRY T, MOORE AND EXHIBITED FLOOR PLANS MOORE 
HOUSE, INTERVIEW ED. PERRY MOORE ADMITS KLAN MEMBERSHIP,^ DENIES KNOWING 
BROOKLYN OR BELVIN OR SEEING FLOOR PLANS, REFUSED TO DISCUSS KLAN ACTIV- 
ITIES OR KLAN MEMBERS, THOMPSON DENIES KNOWING BROOKLYN OR BELVIN, 

ADMITS KLAN MEMBERSHIP, ^BUT DENIES ANY KNOWLEDGE OF TERRORIST ACTIVITIES. 
BERNHARD DENIES KLAN MEMBERSHIP OR KNOWING EITHER SUSPECT, OTHER MEN 
WHO WERE BOGAR-S KLAN OFFICERS BEING INTERVIEWED. AFTER ^NUMEROUS ATTEMPT 
APPOINTMENT MADE FOR MARCH FIRST TO INTERVIEW ROBERT L, JUDAH, WHO IS 
SUPPOSED TO HAVE SEEN FLOOR PLANS ALONG WITH BOGAR ANDFRED REISNER. 

WALL 

END 

ACK PLSE, 

HOLD AFTER ACK PLS 
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L ftT.T. INFORMATION UUNTftiiW . , /y 

herein. IS PNCMSSIFim /I j 


UNSUBS, HARRY^OORE, HARRIETT~MOORE, VICTIMS, DECEASED, CR. LESTER. 

GORDON HARDEE, WHO ACCORDING TO Cl WAS ONE OF BILL BOGAR-S OFFICERS 
DURING PERIOD WHEN Cl SAW FLOOR PLANS OF MOORE HOUSE, INTERVIEWED, 

HARDEE IS PRESENTLY A POLICE OFFICER ON APOPKA PD AND WAS MEMBER OF 
KLOKANN committee when BOGAR was EC, HARDEE APPEARED COOPERATIVE. STATES 
HE KNOWS BELVIN AND BELIEVES HE HAS SEEN HIM AT KLAN MEETINGS IN APOPKA 
BUT DOES NOT RECALL SEEING BROOKLYN THERE. THINKS HE HAS VISITED WINTER 
GARDEN KLAN WHERE HE MET EARL BROOKLYN. DURING TIME WHEN BOGAR WAS EC, 
HARDEE WORKED FOR A BOX MFG. CO, AS NIGHT WATCHMAN AND ABLE TO ATTEND 
KLAN MEETINGS ONLY ONE OUT OF FOUR. STATES HE HAS NEVER SEEN FLOOR PLANS 
OF MOORE HOUSE AND HAS NEVER HEARD BROOKLYN DISCUSS MOORE AND CLAIMS HE 
NEVER HEARD OF MOORE UNTIL AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY BOMBING. RECALLS BOGAR Q., 
HAVING A DISLIKE FOR THE QUOTE BROOKLYN BOYS UNQUOTE AND FREQUENTLY 
MAKING REFERENCE TO THEM. ALSO CLAIMS BOGAR BARRED THE BROOKLYNS. FROM 
ATTENDING MEETINGS. BELIEVES DIFFERENCES EXISTED BECAUSE BOGAR APPOINTED 
KLEAGLE BY SAM ROPER AND THINKS ORLANDO OR WINTER GARDEN WANTED THE 
POSITION FOR ONE OF THEIR MEN, PHOTOS OF SUSPECTS SHOWN TO OWNER AND 
EMPLOYEE OF CREAMETTE WITHOUT EFFECTING AN IDENTIFICATION. INQUIRY 
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OF INDIVIDUALS POSSIBLY RESPONSIBLE CONTINUING. 
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. unsubs. HARHV T. MOORE, HARRIETT^olRf^^flf^. ,,,,,, 

EDUARB HAYES, WHO ACCORDING TO 01 WAS ONE OF BILL BOGAR-S KLAN OFFICER 
AND, ONE OF THOSE IN REGULAR ATTENDANCE WHEN THE Cl SAW THE FLOOR PLANS 
OF MOOSE-S HOUSE, INTERVIEWED. HAYES IS PRESENTLY EC OF THE SK KKK IN 
APOPKA AND WAS COOPERATIVE WITH AGENTS. HAYES JOINED AGK KLAN IN FEB. 
forty-nine. WAS ELECTED AN OFFICER UNDER BOGAR IN JANUARY, FIFTY. ON 
august ten, fifty KLAN WAS CHARTERED UNDER SK KKK AND BOGAR REMAINED 

fifty OME ^ elected ED, HAYES IMSTALLED^JAN] 

HAS NEVER SEEN FLOOR PurMOORT^™ MOORE^ND 

ARTICl F liDTTTc MOORE-S HOUSE. RECALLS READING NEWSPAPER 

OASTIGATMG SHmjFTLLIs"c“cALT“' 

MAN STATFg thought MOORE WAS WHITE I 

HAYES LploL ” 

WORKS r PLANT AS REFRIGERATION ENGINEEfi 

OTATING SHIFJ^ miCH ALLOWS KLJ»|.^NLy FOUR MEE 


INGS OUT OF SIX, 
END 
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MOBILE 2-29-52 10-45 AM MTP 

/DIRECTOR '.i.Vo R G E N t'"''' 

(f) . .. 

UMSUBS, HARRY T. MOORE, HARRIETT MOORE, DECEASED - VICTIMS, CR. 

RE BIRMINGHAM TEL TIENTYEIGHTH INSTANT 

UACB AGENT OF THIS OFFICE WILL SIT IN ON CONFERENCE TALLAHASSEE, , ■ 

\k'u I 

FLORIDA, MARCH THIRD NEXT, FOR ANY INFORMATION WHICH MIGHT BE 

OF VALUE TO BUREAU. . . , ' ^ 


- VICTIMS, CR. 
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\yDIRECTOR, FBI AND SACS -MOBiLE,* MIAMI 


6-4 S PM 

"urgent 
£)■ 


HEP 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, HARRY T* MOORE, HARRIETT MOORE /DECEASED/ 'P J 
VICTIMS, CIVIL RIGHTS. CLANCY LAKE, REPORTER, BIRMINGHAM NEWS, 

ON FEBRUARY TWENTY SIXTH LAST REPORTED TO BIRMINGHAM OFFICE THAT 
HE AND INVESTIGATOR BEN L. ALLEN, WITH THE HIGHWAY PATROL, WENT 
TO OPELIKA, ALABAMA, TOGETHER TO SECURE INFORMATION PERTAINING TO 
RECENT BOMBING OF HOME OF HUGH BENTLEY AT PHENIX CITY, ALABAMA, 

AND INFORMAp,_OF„AL LEN__ FURNISHED INFORMATION WHICH HE STATED HAD 
BEEN SECURED FROM ONE JAMES CLIFF BEARDEN THAT THE BOMBINGS OF 
THE BENTLEY HOME, THE BOMBINGS IN MIMS AND MIAMI, ^FLORIDA, AND 
THOSE OF THE NEGRO HOMES IN THE NORT H SMIT^IELD COURT AREA IN 
BIRMING HAM WE RE ALL PERPETRATED BY _ON £ E. E^ CAMPBELL. WHOM HE 



DESCRIBED AS THE EXALTED CYCLOPS OF THE ROBERT E. LEE KLAVERN 
NUMBER ONE OF THE KKK AT BIRMINGHAM, THIS I|^FORMANT COULD NOT 
FURNISH AT__THAT_XI1£.-.ANY_S.P ECIFIC EV IDENCE LINKING CAMPBELL TO 


THESE. BOMBINGS BUT INDICATED TH^|gHISS^^EM&-AJffiMEEE-^^ 
KLOKAN^F^J^HE^KKK, of l^^CH0itWl^M|N^\^A^^ A MEMBER, ON 

UVrM ^ 

FEBRUARY -TWENTY SEVENTH AND TWENTY ^tOTTH' kNL, ALLEN AND 


LAMAR 


END PAGE ONE 


gators, APPEARED AT THE BIRMINGHAM OFFICE. 

1 31952 ^ — ^ 






PAGE TWO 


FROM OUTSIDE “of APOPKA KLAN WERE ALEX SCHMITT OF WINTER GARDEN, WHO 
USUALLY VISITED ABOVE, AND ROY RAMSEY AND EDDIE JACKSON OF ORLANDp,,^Hig 
WERE PARTICULARLY OPPOSED TO BOGAR-S POSITION AS KLEAGLE. DOES^NOT^ 
RECALL EITHER BROOKLYN OR BELVIN BEING INVOLVED IN THAT OUSTER MOVEMEn|' 
RECALLS ROBERT L, JUDAH BUT DOES NOT REMEMBER EVER SEEING HIM AT AN 

s 

; I 

APOPKA KLAN MEETING. TEDDY LAWRENCE SMITH, WHO ACCORDING TO Cl WAS / , 

I ! 

ALWAYS REGULAR IN ATTENDANCE DURING BOGAR-S TERM AS, EC, INTERVIEWED.'' 
KNOWS BOTH BROOKLYN AND BELVIN. RECALLS SEEING THEM AT KLAN MEETINGS*' 
DENIES EVER SEEING FLOOR PLANS'-OR EVER HEARING BROOKLYN DISCUSS MOOREV 


NEVER HEARD OF MOORE UNTIL AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY BOMBING. 


"^'■'ack and hold PLSE. 


WALL 


8-27 PM OK FBI WA MT 




PAGE TWO. 

« 

AND CORROBORATED THE INFORMATION FURNISHED BY LAKE PREVIOUSLY. 
THEY INDICATED THAT THEIR SOURCE OF INFORMATION ALSO SECURED ’ 
INFORMATION FROM AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS IN TOUCH WITH E. E. 
CAMPB ELL. ALTHOUGH THEY D ID NOT NAME THIS PERSON, HE IS BELIEVED 


TO BE 


THESE INVESTIGATORS ALSO FURNISHED 


INFORMATION THAT THEyTre 'in TOUCH WITH AN INFORMANT AT 
BIRMINGHAM WHO WAS FORMERLY A KLAN OFFICER AND WHO HAS PREVIOUSLY 
FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION RESULTING IN A MURDER CONVICTION 
OF KLAN MEMBERS. THIS SOURCE IS OF THE BELIEF THAT ALL BOMBINGS : 

WILLIAM HUGH MORRIS AND BILL HENDRIX. 
IS TH E HEAD OFJTHE FEDERAL!) KU KLUX KLAN, INC. AT 
BIRMINGHAM, AND HENDRIX IS DESCRIBED AS HEAD OF THE SOUTHERN 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN, MIA MI ORIGIN. BEN ALLEN STATES THAT 
NEITHER HIS BIRMINGHAM NOR OPELIKA INFORMANTS HAVE FURNISHED ANY 
INFORMATION THUS FAR WHICH WOULD ENABLE HIM TO CONDUCT ANY 
ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION TENDING TO IMPLICATE CAMPBELL, MORRIS 

^ 'a 

OR HENDRIX IN ANY OF THE BOMBINGS. HE STATES THAT HE IS MEETING 
WITH BOTH INFORMANTS OVER THE APPROACHING WEEK END AND WILL MAlS / 




AVAILABL E RESULTS OF THESE INTERVIEWS I MMFDTATFI.V TO THE 


BIRMINGHAM OFFICE. BEN ALLEN STATED THAT THE OPELIKA INFORMANT 


END PAGE TWO. 
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PAGE THREE, 

« - 

HAS INDICATED THAT THE MIMS, FLORIDA, BOMBING WAS A DEVIATION 
FROM THE REGULAR ROUTINE AS THE INFORMANT HAD -INFORMATION THAT 
A CLOCK WAS USED IN THIS INSTANCE TO DETONATE THE CHARGE. 

IN PREVIOUS BOMBINGS THE EXPLOSIVE HAD BEEN HURLED FROM A MOVING 
VEHICLE. CAMPBELL IS PROMINENTLY MENTIONED IN THE BIRMINGHAM 
FILE PERTAINING TO KKK ACTIVITIES OVER A PERIOD OF MANY YEARS. 

IN MOST ACTIVITIES HE HAS STAYED IN, THE BACKGROUND AND HAS NOT 
RECEIVED THE NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY THAT OTHER KLAN OFFICERS HAVE. 

HE HAS BEEN EMPLOYED BY THE FAIRFIELD STEEL WORKS OF THE 

it ^ 

TENNESSEE COAL, IRON AND RAILROAD COMPANY AT BIRMINGHAM AS A 
MACHINIST SINCE NINETEEN THIRTY SEVEN. THE ^CREDIT FILES REFLECT 
THAT HIS FULL NAME IS EITHER ELLIS EDGAR CAMPBELL OR EDGAR 
ELLIS CAMPBELL. HE IS FORTY THREE YEARS OF AGE, HAVING BEEN BORN 
ON NOVEMBER NINE, NINETEEN NAUGHT EIGHT. ’ THE CREDIT FILE CONTAINS 
NO REFERENCE TO HIS KLAN ACTIVITIES AND INDICATES THAT HE HAS 
"A GOOD BUSINESS REPUTATION AND IS NOT KNOWN TO HAVE ENGAGED IN 
ANY ILLEGAL OR UNETHICAL PRACTICES.” TIME AND ATTENDANCE RECORDS 

— - - -- --— ■11 in — r-rii — ^-nr ii n'T-' T*' 

OF CAMPBELL-S EMPLOYER ^EING CHECKED^TO DETERMI NE HIS WHEREABOUTS 
AT TIMES OF 'various BOMBIN^AND THIS INFORMATION WILL BE FURNISHED 
AS SOON AS INFORMANT SECURES SAME ON FEBRUARY TWENTY NINTH NEXT. 

END PAGE THREE. 



PAGE FOUR. 

BEN L, ALLEN HAS ADVISED THAT AFTER ONE OF THE BOMBINGS OF NEGRO 
HOMES IN BIRMINGHAM HE AND LOCAL OFFICERS PICKED UP AND INTERVIEWED 
CAMPBELL IN DETAIL, ENDEAVORING TO IMPLICATE HIM IN SAME. ALLEN 
STATES THAT HE AT THAT TIME, .AFTER CAMP BELL DENIED^ ANY INVOLVEMENT, 
TOLD HIM THAT IF THERE WERE ANY ADDI TION AL BOMBINGS THEY WOULD 
I MMEDIATELY L^ CK HIM UP. ALLEN RELATED THAT IT- HAS BEEN 
INTERESTING TO NOTE T HAT THERE H AVE BEm NO BOM BINGS IN JIRMI^^^^^ 
SINCE THIS OCCASION. ON FEBRUARY TWENTY SEVENTH BEN ALLEN 
TELEPHONED THE GOVERNOR-S INVESTIGATOR OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, 

* * 4 

J. J. ELLIOTT, TALLAHASSEE, REACHING HIM AT HIS CLEARWATER, FLORIDA, 
HOME, AND REQUESTED ELLIOTT TO MEET HIM IN NEAR FUTURE TO CHEC K 
INFORMATION WITH HIM RE FLORIDA BOMBINGS. ELLIOTT INFORMED ALLEN 
THAT HE HAD NO RECORDS OF HIS INVESTIGATION, HAVING TURNED SAME 
OVER TO FBI, BUT THAT HE J OUJ-'P BE GLAD TO MEET ALL EN IN 
TALLAHASSEE ON MONDAY, MARCH THIRD, AND WOULD ALSO REQUEST AN 
1 FBI AG ENT TO MEET WITH HI M, TO WH ICH ALLEN AGREED . ALLEN-S IDEA 
VIN THIS MEETING IS TO CHECK FURTHER DETAILS WHICH MIGHT IMPLICATE 
CAMPBELL IN THE FLORIDA BOMBINGS. HE EXPECTS TO PROCEED TO 

• ^ I ii-rrniTirm — -• no-rr^'— - 

TALLAHASSEE AND MEET ELLIOTT AT IfOUR PM AT THE GOVERNOR-S OFFICE 

. t 'T I "* " I I I I 

ON MARCH THIRD. MIAMI '^^SED PHOTOGRAPHS OF CAMPBELL BEING 
END PAGE FOUR. 





PAGE FIVE. 

SECURED FROM MORGUE OF BIRMINGHAM NEWS AND- WILL BE FORWARDED 

AMSD TO BOTH MIAMI AND MOBILE, TOGETHER WITH COPY OF MEMORANDUM 

OF INTERVIEW WITH ORIGINAL INFORMANT LAKE. 

♦ 

FOR INFORMATION OF MOBILE AND MIAMI, ANY CONTACT BY AGENTS WITH 
PERSONS OUTSIDE BUREAU SHOULD BE HANDLED IN SUCH MANNER TO 
PRECLUDE POSSIBILITY OF ALLEN KNOWING, THAT INFORMANT LAKE HAD 
PREVIOUSLY VISITED BIRMINGHAM OFFICE PRIOR TO DATE OF HIS VISIT. 
DISCREET INQUIRIES CONTINUING BIRMINGHAM RE CAMPBELL. ^ 
if MILNES. 

MOBILE AND MIAMI TO BE ADVISED 

END r ' ' 
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ATTN, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR ROSEN 
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Mr* Tracy,.™ 

Mr* LausIiiiE 
Mr, Mohr.^ 

Tele. Eoom„_^ 
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URGENT 


jm, MIAMI 
^ DIRECToLyFBI 

UNSUBs/hWy T^MOORE, HARRIET?^ MOORE, VICTIMS, DECEASED, CR. '" ! 

C LYD^HILDS y A WHITE WINTER GARDEN RESIDEN T. TAK EN OUT ON/^Pm 
IWEHTYNINE, NlkjTINJ^^^^y SIX WHITE MEN. HANDS BOUND WITH 
WIRE, BLIND-FOLDED, GAGGED, LAYED ON STOMACH AND BEATEN UNCONSCIOUS, 
CHILDS AT TIME WAS DIVORCED AND WAS VISITING WITH PAULINE DUDLEY, 

WHO IN TURN WAS DIVORCED FROM HORACE DUDLEY, A,KLAN MEMBER, AND ' 
ASSOCIATE OF SUSPECT- SCHMITT, CHILDS TO LD BY MEN HE WAS BEING T AKEN 

’ and childre n^ 

HE WAS ADMITTED TO HOSPITAL AND RECORDS SHOW CONDITION AS SEVERE 

MENTAL SHOCK AND BODY SEVERELY BRUISED ON BACK AND BUTTOCK, TOLD BY 
MEN IF HE TALKED HE WOULD BE KILLED, WHE N RELEASED FROM HOSPITAL HE 
TOIJLJUSnCj: of PE^^ tucker, also a KLAN member, a nd asked for APVTr.ir. 
re ceived no adv ice and t ucker as county officer took no action . 

/y;CHn,DS DID not make IMMEDIATE 'REPORT TO THE SH^ TFF. HOWE VER, IN 


OF many threats RECEIVE D. S/JSFWfflFF DAVE*? 

. ✓ mil, 1,1 r [ iiimii,- 




I N EFFORT TO OBT A 
AND AT TIME » 



T TO CAWYAGUNTO PR 



•E-T-..™ 
HIMSELF, 


1HERI££...SJI:ARR,J3£XA JL BEATIN G , SHER IFF REFUSE D 
END PAGE ONE ^ 




PAGE m 

P ERMIT AND TOLD CHILD S QUOTE T O WATCH YOURSEL F UNQUOTE. NO REPOR T 
M ADE AND NO A CTION TAKEN BY SHERI FF. AVAILABLE PHOTOS, KLAN MEMBERS 

KNOWN, SHOWN CHILDS NEGATIVELY. CHILDS DEFINITELY CLAIMS IF CON- 

/ 

FRONTED WITH ASSAILANTS, HE WOULD BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY TWO OF THEM 
BY APPEARANCE AND VOICE AND WOULD PROSECUTE. SEVERAL OTHER ATTEMPTS 

, b 

HAVE BEEN MADE ON CHILDS SINCE FIRST BEATING. KLAN .MEMBERS WINTER 
GARDEN AREA CONS IDERABLY UPSET BY BUREAU-S INVESTIGATION AND GI 

SAYS MOST MEMBERS WILL NOT ATTEND MEETINGS BECAUSE 
THEY FEEL THEY ARE BEING SURVEILLED BY AGENTS. 

END 
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'WuBSrfflBffi I. HOOBE.: KI Al. VICTIMS OR. TD® AHD. AMEMBABOE^ -; ' ^ 

.e’MsORDS FOB TEBHESSEE COAL, AHD IBM COMPAHI. BIBMIHGHAIS, WOra,D ; 

■ ' .oUlMIHATE SnSPECT E. E. CAMPBELL SIHCE HE WAS WOBKim AT TIME .OF 
' VABIOBS explosions in PLOBIOA OB -at such HOTIBS OB BATES OF BXPLOSpMS 
r 'sHij-HB OOULB HOT HAVE ACTIVBLI PABTIOIPATED IH BOPBIHG AS ALLEGES. ^ 
SI^ISGEAK VEtor BI IWgBTlEHS WITH FELLOVLEMPLOIEES AHD SBPBHVISOH ; 
WHStireH CAMPBELL AOTnALLV WOBEED AS INDICATED, PABIIODLABLI PBOM , 

. ; alVEH P.M. DEdEHBEB TVffiHTT FIVE TO SEVEII P,. M. DECB®® SIX. 

, , ALSO, DETEBHIHE (iiAMPBELL'SUOTIVlTlES DOHIHO DAI, OF WSOTMBEB Tl«HE||. 

FlVEl BIBtttHGHAl EXPEDITB -IHVESTIGATIOH «B*ESTED MIAMI TEL, 

MBCslivE BE AISPLAl# OVOTD Ar BIBMIHGHA.A AHD MIAMI . 
;i 5 ?fffl*)LD' viGOBOOSL^BBSSS ISyESTIGATlOB BE THIS SDSPBOT AHD KEEP BOBEAH 

‘v- . AND FtJLiY ADVISEIiJ* . - ' , 

tV ’ . ' ■ : ' ' ' ' HOOVSR' 
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